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Reminder: back yard Burn Season 
ends on or before June 15.  Always 
call LRAPA (541-746-3976) before 
you consider burning. 
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Welcome to the 
Spring/Summer 2019 
Edition of Flash Point 

A Message from Capt. Stan Turner, Editor 
 

The approach of the 
summer months is 
always an exciting 
time with the arrival 
of warmer weather 
and the anticipation 
of outdoor activities. 
Our heads are often wrapped around 
planned vacations and the opportunity to 
get that ever-present list of projects 
done.  Yet, the summer months also 
bring a personal reminder that we need 
to remember that safety needs to be in 
practice, no matter what we do.  You 
will find in this edition of Flash Point a 
variety of features and articles that focus 
on helping you develop a plan of action 
to reduce the threat of fire, medical 
emergencies, and preparedness should 
you have to quickly evacuate.   
 
You will also find in this edition articles 
that celebrate our accomplishments and 
our community service.   So often fire 
departments are associated with going to 
fires, medical calls and vehicle crashes.  
But we do so much more to support our 
community.  I hope some of the articles 
in this edition will let you know we are 
more than “just a fire department.” 
 
You will also find a reprint of the first of 
a series of local fire department histories 

written by Dr. Fred Scalise, who has 
been with Lane County Fire District One 
and Lane Fire Authority since February 
of 2000.  LFA is an amalgam of eight 
small rural departments that 
consolidated over time.  Fred’s articles 
begin with the history of the Veneta Fire 
Department, followed in later editions of 
Flash Point with the histories of Irving, 
Crow Valley, Alvadore, Elmira-Noti, 
Walton, Alderwood and conclude with 
Santa Clara.  
 
All of us at Lane Fire Authority hope 
you find our bi-yearly newsletter to be 
informative. 

 
 

Remember:  Burn 
Season Ends On or 

Before June 15, 2019 
 

It is your responsibility to call 
(541) 726-3976 to see if it is a 

burn day.  If you are allowed to 
burn you must have in your 

possession an LFA burn permit 
(available at your nearest LFA 

fire station). 
 
As the weather patterns in western 
Oregon continue to change, we are faced 
with drier springs and an earlier 
beginning to the wildland fire season.   
We are not immune from the devastating 
fires that have ravaged California.  
Consequently, for those of us who are 
legally allowed to burn in our 
backyards, it is critical to keep informed 
on when back yard burning is permitted 
and when the burn season has ended. 
Even when it is permitted, all of us need 
to remain cautious and vigilant so those 
fires don’t get out of hand and lead to an 
unimaginable conflagration. 
 
If you burn yard waste on your property, 
the season ends on or before June 15, 
2019.  It is your responsibility to find 
out if burning is allowed on any given 
day, and if so, to have in your 
possession a current burn permit issued 
by Lane Fire Authority. 
 
Once the burn season ends, you may not 
burn debris. Please respect the closure of 
the burn season. The fines for 
disregarding a closure can be 
substantial. The only exceptions to 

burning are individuals who have 
agricultural burn permits. 
 
Lane Fire Authority would like to 
encourage you to consider alternative 
ways to dispose of your yard debris 
throughout the year: mulching, 
composting and recycling are all 
possibilities. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
From the Chief's Desk 

By Terry Ney, LFA Fire Chief 
 

As we reflect back 
on the past year, we 
can’t help but 
remember the 
tragedy of the Camp 
Fire last November.  
This was the 
deadliest and most 
destructive wildfire in the State of 
California to date, and the deadliest 
wildfire in the US since 1918.  The 
firedestroyed the city of Paradise, killed 
at least 85 civilians, and burned nearly 
240 square miles, 18,804 structures, and 
caused $16.5 billion in damage.  It took 
seventeen days to be contained. Lane 
County sent a strike team of five engines 
that assisted in that effort. 
I am frequently asked if this could 
happen here, and this caused me to 
compare the climates.  Average rainfall 
for Eugene is 52 inches, and the average 
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rainfall in Paradise is 58 inches.  
However, we tend to get a small amount 
of rain in the summer months, whereas 
in Paradise it’s virtually rainless in July 
and August.  Summer temperatures are 
about 8 degrees warmer in Paradise than 
Eugene.  The short version is while there 
isn’t a huge difference in our climate 
compared to that part of California, it is 
generally warmer and drier in the 
summer months there in Northern 
California.  
  
The conditions that led up to the Camp 
Fire were: 

• Heavy grass growth due to a wet 
spring 

• An unusually dry fall 
• Decreased humidity due to 

several recent wind events (23% 
dropping to 10%) 

• Unusually dry fuels (5% 1,000-
hour moisture level) 

• Hot dry gusting (25-35 mph) 
continual high winds the day of 
the fire 

We often get many of these same 
conditions here in Lane County.  We 
have had a wet spring this year, and the 
grasses are lush.  We have already had 
decreased humidity and dry north winds 
during the summer-like weather we had 
last month, and that often happens in the 
later summer months.   
Well, we can’t control the weather or the 
climate.  So, what can we do?  Here are 
some suggestions from the National Fire 
Protection Association and FireWise 
USA.  You can find more information 
on their website at www.firewise.org. 
 
VEGETATION MANAGEMENT  
 
1. HOME IGNITION ZONES  
Limiting the amount of flammable 
vegetation, choosing fire-resistant 
building materials and construction 
techniques, along with periodic exterior 
maintenance in the three home ignition 
zones - increases the chances your home 
will survive a wildfire when exposed to 
embers and/or a surface fire. The zones 
include the Immediate Zone: 0 to 5 feet 
around the house; Intermediate Zone: 5 
to 30 feet; and the Extended Zone: 30 to 
100 feet.  
 
2. LANDSCAPING AND 
MAINTENANCE  
To reduce ember ignitions and fire 
spread, trim branches that overhang the 
home, porch and deck and prune 
branches of large trees up to (depending 
on their height) 6 to 10 feet from the 

ground. Remove plants containing 
resins, oils and waxes and ensure 
mulches in the Immediate Zone (0 to 5 
feet around the house) are non-
combustible options like crushed stone 
and gravel.   Landscape with fire-
resistant plants and create small fuel 
breaks with landscaping features.  
Maintain vegetation by keeping lawns 
mowed and watered, and prune shrubs 
annually. 
  
3. ROOFING AND VENTS  
Class A fire-rated roofing products offer 
the best protection. Examples include: 
Composite shingles, metal, concrete and 
clay tiles. Inspect shingles or roof tiles 
and replace or repair those that are loose 
or missing to prevent ember penetration. 
Box-in eaves, but provide ventilation to 
prevent condensation and mildew. Roof 
and attic vents should be screened to 
prevent ember entry.  Keep gutters and 
roof valleys clear of accumulated leaves 
and needles. 
 
4. DECKS AND PORCHES  
Never store flammable materials 
underneath decks or porches. Remove 
dead vegetation and debris from under 
decks/porches and between deck board 
joints.  Store firewood away from the 
home, not against a wall or under a 
deck. 
 
5. SIDING AND WINDOWS  
Embers can collect in small nooks and 
crannies and ignite combustible 
materials; radiant heat from flames can 
crack windows. Use fire-resistant siding 
such as stone, brick, or fiber-cement, 
and dual-pane tempered glass windows.  
 
6. EMERGENCY RESPONDER 
ACCESS  
Ensure your home and neighborhood 
has legible and clearly marked street 
names and numbers. Driveways should 
be at least 12 feet wide with a vertical 
clearance of 15 feet, for emergency 
vehicle access.  
7. BE PREPARED  
Develop, discuss and practice an 
emergency action plan with everyone in 
your home. Include details for pets, 
large animals and livestock. If possible, 
know two ways out of your 
neighborhood and have a pre-designated 
meeting place. Always evacuate if you 

feel it’s unsafe to stay – don’t wait to 
receive an emergency notification if you 
feel threatened from the fire. Conduct an 
annual insurance policy check-up to 
adjust for local building costs, codes and 
new renovations. Create/update a home 
inventory to help settle claims faster.  

 
One of the worst invasive species we see 
in our area is Scotch Broom.  This plant 
is native to Europe and was introduced 
in Oregon as a garden ornamental and 
later used to stabilize road cut banks and 
sand dunes.  It displaces native plants, 
causing a loss of desirable forage 
grasses and young trees, and is toxic to 
livestock and horses.  From a 
firefighter’s perspective, it amounts to 
gasoline on a stick! 
Other fire prone plants and trees 
commonly found in landscaping in our 
area include Arborvitae, Bamboo, 
Cedars, Douglas Fir, Hemlock, Junipers, 
Manzanita, Pampas Grass, Rosemary, 
Spruces, and Tan Oak or Tanbark Oak.  
A good resource for fire-resistant plants 
can be found at: 
 

https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_
DOCUMENTS/fsbdev3_035870.pdf 

 
Please feel free to contact Lane Fire 
Authority or Oregon Department of 
Forestry for more information. 
 

 

2019 Summer Safety 
Check List 

 
(Note: We repeat the following article 
annually to help our patrons prepare 
for our dry 

summer months. It is suggested that 
you post this article in a prominent 
location as a handy reminder on what 
you can do to minimize the summer fire 
danger around your home.) 
 
The devastating fire in Paradise, 
California weighs heavily on all of us.  
While the weather in our region of 
Oregon is usually not as dry. With the 
right conditions – warm to hot 
temperatures over a protracted period of 
time, a spark or flame coupled with 
gusty winds can quickly develop into a 
rapidly growing wildfire that can sweep 
through woodland and structures.  There 
will never be an absolute guarantee that 
your home will be spared a wildland 

http://www.firewise.org/
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fsbdev3_035870.pdf
https://www.fs.usda.gov/Internet/FSE_DOCUMENTS/fsbdev3_035870.pdf


fire, but there are measures you can take 
to significantly reduce the chances.  No 
matter where you live, even in those 
living in Santa Clara, the Irving 
neighborhood and Veneta (remember, 
the fire in Santa Rosa, California swept 
a suburban neighborhood and lept from 
home to home because of strong winds), 
can be proactive in not only reducing the 
possibility of fire spread but how to 
prepare if you need to take immediate 
action to evacuate a threatened area. 
 
While the following check list is aimed 
at rural homes in our fire district, no 
matter where you live, this check list can 
be adapted to help you be prepared for 
the unexpected emergency. PLEASE 
take a few moments to read it carefully.  
For more in-depth information on 
wildland fire protection, stop by our 
main station on Territorial Highway in 
Veneta (541-935-2226). You can also 
get detailed information from the 
Oregon Department of Forestry, 
Western Lane District, located two 
blocks south of our main station on 
Territorial Road (541-935-2283).   
 
As you review this check list, keep in 
mind that many of the items apply year-
round.  At the end of this list is a series 
of emergency scenarios to test your 
preparedness - read them and see how 
prepared you are. 
 
Safety Check List 
 
___ Is your address clearly visible from 
both sides of the road?  
 
___Is the driveway/road to your home 
and other structures accessible for fire 
equipment?  It needs to be at least 12 
feet wide, have 13 ½ feet of height 
clearance, with negotiable curves and 
adequate room for turning vehicles 
around.  
 
___Do you have trees with branches that 
hang over any portion of your house or 
other structures (barns, outbuildings, 
etc.)?  Remove the overhanging limbs, 
thin trees, prune their lower limbs to 15 
feet above the ground and thin the trees 
or remove them from around your home. 
 
___Have you cleaned all debris from 
your roof and out of your rain gutters? 
 
___Have you removed items that burn 
easily from at least 30 feet around the 
house and at least 200 feet away on the 
downhill side? 
 
 
 
 

 
___Is your firewood stored 30 to 100 
feet upslope from your house? 
 
___Have you blocked off the open space 
under your deck with solid sheeting or 
fine-mesh wire (openings no larger than 
1/8th inch)?  In addition, do you have 
fine-mesh wire covering exterior attic 
and foundation vents? 
 
___If you are re-roofing your home, 
have you considered using fire-resistant 
roofing materials such as Class-A 
asphalt shingles, metal sheets, or cement 
tiles?  If you are planning to build a new 
home, consider fire-resistant siding such 
as cement board, brick, or cement block. 
 
___Have you developed a “fire plan” 
with your family including escape routes 
and a place to meet once outside your 
home? 
 
___Have you protected/preserved your 
family records, documents, and 
photographs? A relatively quick and 
easy way is to use a computer and 
scanner to copy them, copy them onto 
discs, and store copies in a safe deposit 
box or with a close friend or relative 
living outside the area.  Also take a 
photo inventory of all your furniture, 
clothing, equipment and possessions.  
This will help in the case of an insurance 
claim. 
 
___Have you put together an emergency 
evacuation kit should you have to leave 
your property in the event of a major 
wildland fire? The following is a partial 
list of documents and personal 
possessions you might want to consider 
taking with you: insurance policy 
numbers; treasured family photos; 
contact phone numbers including 
addresses of key people and agencies 
that may need to be contacted; 
prescription medications and a list of 
medications taken by family members. 
Other important items include: house 
and vehicle keys, money, credit cards, 
checks, personal identification, 
prescription glasses/contact lenses; and 
if you have pets, don’t forget their food, 
medication, and other essential supplies.  
In addition, consider assembling a 
Survival Kit which would include 
several days’ supply of food, water, 
eating utensils and cooking gear, a 
battery-powered radio or TV; first aid 
kit; and a flashlight. 
 
As an exercise to see how prepared 
you are for a disaster, consider the 
following: 
 

A wildland fire is quickly approaching 
and when it reaches your property, it 
will destroy your home and nearly 
everything else. 
 
1.  If you had only enough time to take 
one 12" by 18" and 12" deep card board 
box of personal possessions (knowing 
that you would lose virtually everything 
else to a fire) what would you take? 
 
2.  What about an inventory of your 
possessions? Would you be able to make 
an accurate list of everything you have 
lost? 
 
3. Would your insurance be sufficient to 
help you begin to recover your property 
losses? 
 
4.  Would you have the resources to live 
independently away from your home? 
 
5. Would you be able to evacuate your 
home with only a short warning? 
 
6.  What would you do about your pets?  
Your livestock? 
 
 We can all benefit from the Scout motto 
and “Be Prepared.” 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Can We Get To You In An 
Emergency ? 

Fred Scalise, LFA Firefighter & Lt. Tressa 
Miller, Public Information Coordinator 

 
At Lane Fire Authority, our primary 
mission is to assist you in times of 
emergency.  One of the critical factors 
that can hamper our response, or even 
make it impossible to get to you, is clear 
and unobstructed access to your 
property. 
 

Below are some of the things you can do 
to make sure we are able to respond to 
an emergency call. 
 
 
All Road Weather Surfaces 
Our emergency 
response vehicles 
are heavy and can 
easily bog-down 
and become stuck 
in mud during the wet months.  Your 
driveway and/or private road needs to 
have a stable “all-weather” surface - 
something that doesn’t turn into 



slippery, sticky muck during the rainy 
season.  If not paved, the surface of the 
access road or driveway should be 
constructed of a relatively-thick layer of 
compacted gravel that is kept free of 
large or deep potholes.  The roadway 
should be at least 12 feet wide and 
unobstructed (i.e., no parked cars, RVs, 
firewood, etc.). 
 
Corners and Clearance 
Fire engines and 
water tenders are 
long, wide pieces 
of emergency 
response apparatus 
that require a fairly large turning radius.  
If your driveway or access road has 
corners that are tighter than 
approximately 70 degrees, there’s a 
chance that we might not be able to 
negotiate the corner and get to your 
house in the event of a fire.   
 
Many of our response vehicles are not 
only large and heavy but tall as well.  
Please make sure all limbs, branches and 
other obstructions are cleared at least 15 
feet above the road. 
 
 
Slope of Your Road 
The overall slope 
of your driveway 
or private road 
should be no more 
than 12%. Slopes 
greater than 12% can be a challenge for 
us under any conditions.  But, if your 
road/driveway is muddy, or if there is 
snow or ice on the ground, it is almost 
assured that our larger apparatus will 
probably not be able to make the climb 
to your house.  
 
Parking, Space to Turn Around 
and Roadway Turnouts 
It is essential that 
you make sure you 
have unobstructed 
access to your 
house or site of the 
emergency.  We need an area large 
enough for our apparatus to not only 
park, but to be able to turn around as 
well.   A loop or circle wide enough for 
apparatus up to 35 feet in length to 
negotiate is best.  A space wide enough 
for large vehicles to make a "three-point 
turn" is an alternative.  Also, in 
preparation for our arrival, you may 
want to move your own vehicles out of 
the way. 
The reason we need adequate parking 
and turn-around space is clearly evident. 
In the case of a medical emergency, it is 
essential to get the ambulance as close 

to the patient as reasonably possible.  
Should there be a fire, multiple 
apparatus will be involved and they will 
all need to be situated in strategic 
locations.  In both cases, the apparatus 
involved will need to be able to park and 
turn around.  If we have to back down a 
long driveway or road it can be both 
dangerous and significantly delay 
patient care. 
 
Turnouts along the road to your house 
are another important component in our 
ability to respond to your emergency.  
Turnouts provide a way for apparatus to 
pass each other, particularly important in 
the case of fire.  In most of our fire 
district, we have to deliver water using 
"tenders."   In a fire situation, 
inadequate turnouts can seriously limit 
our ability to establish a “water shuttle”.  
If incoming water tenders have to park 
on the highway and wait for outgoing 
tenders, our ability to maintain an 
adequate supply of water and 
successfully suppress the fire becomes 
very low. 
 
So, please, if you live on a long, narrow 
private road or have a long driveway, 
provide us with adequate turnouts.  
Turnouts need to be located at least 
every 400 feet along the road or 
driveway, must have an all weather 
surface that is 20 feet wide and 40 feet 
long with tapered ends. 
  
Bridges 
Our emergency 
response vehicles 
are heavy.  A 
typical fire engine 
weighs about 
35,000 lbs.  A 
water tender, fully loaded, weighs 
60,000 pounds.  Even our lighter units, 
ambulances and light rescues weigh 
between 10,000 and 15,000 pounds.  At 
these weights, we simply cannot risk 
crossing a bridge whose load capacity is 
either unknown or inadequate. 
 
To allow emergency vehicle access, a 
bridge must have a certified load rating 
of at least 27 tons (54,000 lbs).  For a 
margin of safety, we’d prefer bridges to 
be rated for 38 tons.  So, if you do 
utilize a bridge to access your property, 
please make sure that it meets at least 
minimum load requirements, has been 
evaluated and certified by a licensed 
professional engineer, and that the 
certified load rating is conspicuously 
posted on the bridge. 
 
Need Help? 
Not sure if your driveway or private 
road meets minimum emergency vehicle  

access requirements?  Want to make 
sure that we can make a timely and 
effective response to your property in 
the event of an emergency?  We’ll be 
happy to come out, evaluate your 
roadway's access, and provide you with 
recommendations.  It’s free, there’s no 
obligation, and there’s no risk of 
penalty.  For more information or to 
schedule an evaluation, call Dean 
Chappell or Tressa Miller at 541-935-
2226.   
 

Are You Sure You Can 
Contact  911 in an 

Emergency ? 
By Fred Scalise, LFA Firefighter 

 
If you are using a 
Voice-Over-Internet 
Protocol (VoIP) 
telephone service (i.e., 
telephone service that 
is carried over the 
Internet, typically 
through a cable or satellite Internet 
provider), you might not have access to 
911 in an emergency.  
 

Be sure you: (a) have carefully read the 
911 information from your service 
provider, (b) have given your provider 
the current and correct physical location 
of the telephone equipment, and, (c) 
have activated the appropriate local 911 
dialing features for your system.   
 

You also have to re-register if you move 
the telephone service to a new location. 
 

If you use VoIP, can you be 
reached? 
 

Public safety agencies throughout Lane 
County have access to a telephone 
alerting system, which, in the event of 
an emergency, can provide notifications 
and instructions to potentially affected 
citizens.  However, the alerting system 
is not currently capable of automatically 
sending notifications to wireless devices 
(e.g., cell phones) or VoIP telephones.   
 

In order for you to receive notification 
of emergency situations on your cell 
phone or VoIP telephone, you must 
register your devices at 
www.lcog.org/alertme.  
 

 “Alert Me” wireless device / VoIP 
telephone alerting is part of the 
Community Emergency Notification 
System (CENS), a free service provided 
by Lane County public safety agencies – 
it is only used for emergency 
notifications. 
 
Don’t be the last one to know what is 
happening – register today. 



ODF Fire Restrictions - 2018 
Western Lane District, Oregon Department of 

Forestry 
 
 
As we move into the summer months 
and you drive on many of the rural roads 
in our fire district, you will see Fire 
Restrictions signs posted by the Western 
Lane Forest Protection District. The 
objective of these notifications is to 
restrict public activities that can and will 
result in wildfires. Some of the restricted 
activities are:  
 

• Smoking is prohibited in areas 
that have flammable vegetation.  

• Open fires are prohibited, 
including campfires, cooking 
fires, and charcoal fires except in 
designated campgrounds.  

 
If you are planning to use a chainsaw, 
gasoline engine powered mower, or any 
other spark-emitting internal combustion 

engine, please check the local Smokey 
Bear “Fire Danger” signs or go to the 
ODF Western Lane District Facebook 
homepage to check the fire danger level.  
If it is a “low fire danger” day, there will 
be no restrictions on use; if the fire 
danger is moderate, use will be 
prohibited from 1:00 pm to 8:00 pm; 
and if the fire danger is high, use will be 
prohibited from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm. 
 
The use of fireworks, sky lanterns, 
exploding targets and tracer rounds are 
prohibited.   

 
 If you plan on heading out into the 
forest to camp, fish, hunt or to enjoy 
other recreational activities you will 
need to have the following in your 
vehicle: one shovel and one gallon of 
water or a readily available 2 ½ pound 
or larger fire extinguisher.  
 
Please note: The use of motorized 
vehicles, including All Terrain Vehicles 
(ATV) is prohibited except on improved 
roads. (Improved roads are paved or 
graveled roads which must be free of 
flammable material.)  
 
If you have any questions about the fire 

season, ODF’s Fire Restrictions, having 
a residential warming/camp fire (see the 
following article), or any other forestry 
related questions, please call your local 
Oregon Department of Forestry office. 
Those living in or visiting western Lane 
County can call (541) 935-2283. 
 
Fighting wildfires has become very 
expensive and results in the loss of both 
resources (i.e. timber) and property, so 
please be careful this summer while out 
camping, hiking, hunting, or just 
working around your home.  
 
When Fire Restrictions go into effect, 
you will see yellow signs posted 
throughout Western Lane's district.  
Also follow the “Fire restrictions and 
closures” on Western Lane’s Facebook 
page: 
www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane.  
Please be aware that being found in non-
compliance can be very costly. 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

Can I Have a Campfire 
During the Summer 

Months?  
 
During the summer months we 
frequently get telephone calls asking if a 
resident living in the areas covered by 
Lane Fire Authority can have a 
camping/warming fire on their property 
- - particularly once backyard burning is 
banned and the Fire Restrictions rules 
go into effect (see the accompanying 
article).  The answer must be broken 
into several parts, depending on where 
you live. 
 
 

http://www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane.%20/Please


If you live in the City of Eugene:  
 
Recreational (camp) fires are prohibited 
by city ordinance. You are allowed to 
cook outdoors using briquette and 
propane barbeques. 
 
If you live in the city of Veneta: 
 

Veneta is subject to the Oregon Fire 
Code which states:  
 
● Recreational fires shall not be 
conducted within 25 feet of a 
structure or combustible material. 
Conditions which could cause a fire 
to spread within 25 feet of a structure 
shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 

 
 ● Bonfires shall not be conducted 
within 50 feet of a structure or 
combustible material unless the fire 
is contained in a barbecue pit. 
Conditions which could cause a fire 
to spread within 50 feet of a structure 
shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 

 
● Portable outside fireplaces shall be 
used in accordance with 
manufacture's instructions and shall 
not be operated within 15 feet of a 
structure or combustible material. 
  
● Open burning, bonfires, 
recreational fires and use of portable 
outdoor fireplaces shall be constantly 
attended until the fire is 
extinguished. A minimum of one 
portable fire extinguisher complying 
with a minimum 4-A rating or other 
approved on-site fire-extinguishing 
equipment, such as dirt, sand, water 
barrel, garden hose or water truck, 
shall be available for immediate 
utilization. 

 
Those living in all rural areas outside 
Eugene and Veneta (including the 
communities of Elmira, Noti and 
Walton): 
 
You are subject to the rules established 
by the Oregon Department of Forestry 
related to open burning (a good 
indication are the posted Fire 
Restrictions signs put up throughout the 
covered areas (see the accompanying 
article for more information on Fire 
Restrictions).  
 
As a guide:  when the ”Public Use 
Restriction Levels” are moderate, high 
or extreme; open fires are generally 
prohibited, including campfires, 
charcoal fires, cooking stoves or 
warming fires.  Portable cooking stoves 
using liquified or bottled fuels are 
allowed. 

 
If you have questions, please call 
Western Lane ODF (541) 935-2283 
and/or refer to the Facebook page:  
www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane. 
 
 

Firefighters Honored at Lane 
Fire Authority’s  

Recognition Banquet 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Lane Fire Authority recognized the 
contributions of firefighters and 
board members at the department’s 
annual Awards Banquet.  This 
year’s event was held on March 16, 
2019 and the following recipients 
were honored: 
 

Special Awards: 
 

Hayden Banks – Rookie of the Year    
Jackson Bushnell - Cadet of the Year              
Taylor Wilson  -  Central/South 
Battalion Firefighter of the Year                                                                                               
Casey Papè  - Instructor of the Year 
Tim Whittaker   -       EMS Provider of 
the Year                                                   
Chris Staniak  - Officer of the Year 
Kristy Cates - Chief’s Award  
 

 
Years of Service awards: 
 

Three Years of Service:   
 
Lane Fire Authority: Ben Adams, Justin 
Ferguson, John Leaton, Jonathan 
Leaton, Jerry Ogren ,  Alain Poncelet, 
Ernesto Zarazua.   
 
Santa Clara:  Rod Graves & Russ 
Sirotek.   
  
Five Years of Service:   
 
Lane Fire Authority: Diana Beltran, 
Brad Crocker, Katy Garcia, Preston 
Henne, McKenna Hoy.   
 
Santa Clara: Brian Parmelee 
 
Ten Years of Service:   
 
Lane Fire Authority: Rose Douglass & 
Brian Sayles 
 
 
 

Fifteen Years of Service:  
 
Lane Fire Authority: Brian Johnson, 
Ryan Rush & Terri Tierney 
 
Twenty Years of Service:    
 
Lane Fire Authority: Tom Bruvold   
 
Twenty-five Years of Service:   
 
Lane Fire Authority: Robert Holmes 
 
Forty Years of Service:  
 
Lane Fire Authority:  Board members 
Pete Holmes, & John Baxter.   
 
Santa Clara:  Board member Don 
Phillips. 
 

 
 
 

Meet Your Firefighters 
 
Ryan Holmes:    
Ryan graduated 
from LFA’s 
Firefighter 
Academy in 
December of 2018 
and is a third-generation volunteer.  He 
follows in the footsteps of his 
grandfather, Pete Holmes (who is a 
member of FA’s Board of Directors and 
was recently honored for forty-years of 
service) and his father, Robert (who was 
also recognized for twenty-five years of 
service at the awards banquet)).  Ryan is 
a graduate of Junction City High School.  
In the coming years he plans to take 
course work that will lead to a career in 
nursing or emergency medical services. 
 
Katherine Leavenghood:  Is a graduate 
of Corvallis High 
School and came to 
Eugene to enroll in 
Lane Community 
College’s Emergency 
Medical Technician 
Basic program. She completed LFA’s 
Firefighter Academy this past December 
and is now doing 24 hour shifts every 6th 
day at LFA’s Veneta station.  Her goal 
is to become a Firefighter/EMT-I.  
Katherine’s hobbies include horseback 
riding and skydiving. 
 

http://www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane.%20/Please


Mark Peabody is 
also a December 
graduate of Lane 
Fire Authority’s 
Firefighter 
Academy.  Mark 
was an assistant principal in the Marin, 
California School District and Director 
of the Marin School of the Arts.   Under 
his leadership, students from the Marin 
School of Arts won numerous awards in 
the arts (music, theater production, etc.) 
and were invited to  perform at the 
Kennedy Center For The Performing 
Arts in Washington, D.C.. Mark plays 
base and has performed with rock bands 
as well as orchestras and jazz 
ensembles. To learn more about how 
Mark became a volunteer with Lane Fire 
Authority please see the article he wrote 
on page sevewn of Flash Point. 
 
Sahalie McCabe:  
Sahalie was born and 
raised in Eugene and 
is a graduate of South 
Eugene High School 
and University of 
Oregon. While at U of O she earned a 
degree in Psychology. Sahalie has been 
heavily involved in outdoor activities all 
her life.  Her involvement and 
experience with emergency medicine 
has included working on the Ski Patrol 
in Park City, Utah, teaching wilderness 
medicine and, for ten years, working as 
a river guide on the Rogue River.  
Sahalie is currently a full-time instructor 
in Lane Community College’s EMS 
program.  She also works as a 
Paramedic on a Lane Fire Authority 
ambulance. 
 
Preston Henne: 
Preston has been a 
member of Lane 
Fire Authority since 
2013.  He was a 
volunteer LFA 
firefighter for two years before going to 
LCC to earn an Associate Degree in 
Applied Sciences and Paramedicine.  
Preston worked with Metro West and on 
the Eugene’s Basic Life Support Medic 
Unit (ambulance) until December of 
2018 when he was hired as a full-time 
medic with Lane Fire Authority.   His 
work schedule has him rotating between 
stations 101 (Veneta), 113 (Franklin) 
and 115 (Prairie Road).  When he’s not 
working for LFA, Preston enjoys 
working on construction and mechanical 
projects, as well as fishing and hiking.     
 
Rudy Clark: Is a 
2012 graduate of 
Willamette High 
School.  He then 

enrolled at Lane Community College 
but was unsure what he wanted to do.  A 
high school friend had a emergency that 
necessitated them being flown to 
Oregon Health Sciences Hospital.  
Thinking about this experience and 
wanting to be able to intervene in 
medical emergencies led Rudy to enroll 
in LCC’s EMT program later earning an 
Intermediate rating.  Meanwhile, 
wanting to see if the fire and EMS 
service was a career he might want to 
pursue, Rudy went through Lane Fire 
Authority’s recruit academy and soon 
after became a live-in resident at LFA’s 
Veneta station.  In 2018 Rudy enrolled 
in Chemeketa Community College’s 
paramedic program and he graduated 
with an Associates degree in Applied 
Science and Paramedicine.  Currently 
Rudy works part time as a Paramedic for 
LFA and also works shifts as an LFA 
volunteer firefighter/Paramedic. 
 

 

Reflections of a Volunteer 
Probationary Firefighter 

by Mark Peabody, LFA Volunteer 
Firefighter 

Last summer, I was driving by Station 
102 at the corner of Perkins and Central 
Road when I saw a sign saying that Lane 
Fire Authority needed volunteers.  I was 
a year and a half out of a 28 year 
amazing career as a public school 
administrator and teacher where my goal 
was to do whatever it took to make 
students achieve the highest success.  
Through the teaching profession, I had 
satisfied a need to help others.  After 
retiring, I had been looking for 
opportunities to volunteer in the 
community.  I wanted something that 
benefited people in need but also offered 
me a chance to learn and be challenged.  
Like so many of us, I called and met 
with Mark Boren, who explained the 
steps to becoming a volunteer 
firefighter; the application, interview, 
written test, fitness test and recruit 
academy.  It all sounded like a lot to go 
through in order just to qualify as a 
Probationary Firefighter but I was 
interested to see if I could meet the 
physical and mental challenges that the 
academy and fire service offered. 

I was more than a little worried when 
the recruit academy began because I was 
68 years old and the next youngest 
recruit was 41 years younger than me!  I 
have to say, that all the recruits, Logan, 
Justin, Katherine, John, Ryan and our 
Training Officer, Lt. Rose Douglas 

never made an issue out of the age gap 
and that helped calm my fears that I was 
too old to be of service to the 
organization.   

  After completing the academy last 
December, I began pulling 24 hour 
shifts at Station 101.  I was assigned to 
Lt. Tim Welch on C1 shift.  I couldn’t 
have gotten any luckier in my station 
assignment because Tim is an 
outstanding shift officer with 20 years of 
experience (he seems to know 
everything), is calm and relaxed in 
pressure situations, helpful, 
understanding and kind.  These 
leadership qualities really supported me 
because I realized quickly that unlike 
teaching where you see and help your 
students everyday, build relationships 
and help guide them, we were now 
dealing with real life and death 
situations.  I learned that it is not as easy 
to help people in distress, when your 
lack of experience might put a patient at 
risk.  With Lt. Welch’s leadership and 
mentorship from the C1 volunteers, 
Alain, Echo, Katie and Baylie,  I have 
been learning how to be a more 
competent firefighter and EMS 
responder.   

Like all of us, I like doing a job well but 
to do that I needed more knowledge. So, 
along with 10 other LFA firefighters and 
at Rudy’s suggestion, I took and 
completed the EMR class offered by 
LFA.  Now I have a basic EMS 
foundation and while that feels great, I 
still have a long way to go to gain the 
experience and confidence necessary to 
be a good firefighter and EMS 
responder.  Until then, I’ll keep working 
hard.   I want to get better because the 
reward of helping the people we assist is 
great.  They place their trust in us and 
that makes me want to earn that trust.  
My experience as a LFA volunteer has 
more than provided the challenge I was 
seeking; in fact it has kicked my butt!   

So yeah, I have learned more than I 
bargained for when I signed up to be a 
volunteer.  I have also learned that LFA 
is made up of quality individuals who do 
an extremely difficult job under 
hazardous conditions, requiring 
extensive training and knowledge and 
that through their sacrifice and service, 
they have become truly outstanding 
people. 

 

 
 
 
 



Lane Fire Authority’s Fall 
& Winter Community 

Involvement 
 
The Fall and Winter months were busy 
times for Lane Fire Authority’s 
community programs.  
 
Fire & Life Safety Day:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Saturday, October 6, 2018, at Jerry’s  
Home Improvement Center on Highway 
99 North, LFA joined with several local 
agencies, including the Lane County 
Sheriff’s Office and the United States 
Coast Guard in offering the public an 
opportunity to visit with first responders, 
ask questions and watch live 
demonstrations of rescue techniques and 
fire suppressions. Jerry’s Fire and Life 
Safety Day: 
 
Stuff the Truck    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Friday, November 30th and Saturday, 
December 1st marked the Veneta-Elmira 
area’s annual “Stuff the Truck” holiday 
food collection. Each year, LFA works 
with the Kiwanis of Fern Ridge, to hold 
the event in the parking lot of Veneta’s 
West Lane Shopping Center. Non-
perishable food, toys and cash were 
collected for local holiday food boxes.  
This year nearly $2500 in cash was 
raised and 40 to 45 bags and boxes were 
filled with food.   The food collected, 
the cashed raised, and the money 
donated by the Volunteer Firefighters 
Association, collectively helped the 
Kiwanis of Fern Ridge assemble 
Holiday Food Boxes which were 
distributed on Saturday, December 15 to 
local families in need. 
 

 
Veneta Light Parade 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On Thursday, December 6th, 2019, Lane 
Fire Authority’s 1952 Mack fire engine, 
piloted by Lt. Tressa Miller, once again 
ferried Santa and led the Veneta Light 
Parade.  A variety of LFA apparatus 
followed at the end of the parade along 
with six LFA members who walked the 
parade distributing candy.   
 
Irving Neighborhood Light Parade:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Though not as well attended by Irving 
residents as past light parades because of 
delayed notification, the Irving Light 
Parade was well received.  The seven-
mile course, which snaked through 
residential streets on either side of Irving 
Road, not only gave adults and kids 
alike a front row seat to a variety of 
decorated apparatus, but also gave LFA 
an opportunity to collect food, toys and 
cash.  The over 950 pounds of food as 
well as cash were donated to Food for 
Lane County. Six large boxes of toys 
were collected and delivered to Toys for 
Tots. 
 
Veneta’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt at 
Veneta Elementary School on Sunday, 
April 20th: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
LFA once again participated in Veneta’s 
annual Easter Egg Hunt by bringing 
several pieces of apparatus, personnel 
and the Easter Bunny.  This year Ms. 
Bunny was joined by quite a cast of 
characters, including a carrot.   

 
Smokey Bear’s classroom visits on 
April 21. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
On April 21st, Lane Fire Authority 
teamed together with Western Lane’s 
Oregon Department of Forestry to visit 
local classroom and deliver a message of 
fire safety.  This popular program 
annually includes a visit by Smokey 
Bear. 
  

 
Veneta Rural Fire  
Protection District 

by Fred Scalise, LFA Firefighter 
 
 

Editor's note:  This a reprint of the first 
in a series of articles on the history of 
Lane Fire Authority.  With the 
expansion of Lane Fire Authority’s 
coverage and given the length of time 
since this series was first published, we 
felt it would be of interest to our 
patrons to become familiar with all the 
components that came together to form 
our fire district. Future accounts will 
include the histories of the Irving, 
Franklin, Alvadore, Walton, Elmira-
Noti and Crow Valley rural fire 
protection districts.  To completed the 
history of Lane Fire Authority, Fred 
has also promised to do a history of the 
Santa Clara Fire Department. 
 
A townsite was platted in 1912 by 
Edward E. Hunter, on land located just 
to the west of the West Side Territorial 



Road approximately 1 mile south of the 
existing town of Elmira.  The new town 
was created in anticipation of the 
Willamette Pacific Railroad line that 
was being constructed from Eugene to 
Mapleton, and was named “Veneta” in 
honor of Mr. Hunter’s five year old 
daughter who had recently died. 
 
The railroad arrived in Veneta in 1913.  
At that time, the town consisted of 
nothing more than tree stumps and 
stacked cord wood amidst survey 
markers indicating where streets and lots 
were to eventually be located. 
 
A railroad depot was constructed along 
the tracks, at 5th Street, in 1914 and EE 
Hunter became the first depot agent in 
Veneta.  One of the first non-railroad 
buildings constructed in the new town 
was a general goods store known as the 
Elliot Mercantile Company (started in 
1913 and finished in 1914).  Other 
businesses, including a hotel and 
grocery store, and numerous homes, 
followed soon thereafter.  The first 
sawmill was established in Veneta, 
along the south side of the tracks 
between 5th Street and Territorial Road, 
in 1917.  
 
By World War II, Veneta was a thriving 
little town with at least two significant  
lumber mills, restaurants, barber shops, 
automobile service stations, taverns, and 
a variety of stores.  But what Veneta 
didn’t have was a fire department. 
 
In the 1940s and early 1950s, the closest 
firefighting apparatus that could respond 
to a fire in the town of Veneta was 
located at either Irving (Irvington Road  
east of Prairie Road), or Danebo 
(Berntzen Road near Royal Avenue).   
 
Under the best of circumstances, it took 
45 minutes to an hour for structural 
firefighting apparatus and personnel to 
arrive in Veneta.  A response from 
departments in Bethel, Junction City, 
Eugene, or Springfield typically 
required 60 - 90 minutes.  The reality 
was that these fire departments were 
often unable or unwilling to send 
anything at all.   
 
A number of public meetings were held 
in 1948 through 1951, to explore the 
possibility of creating a “Fern Ridge” 
fire protection district that encompassed 
the rural areas west of Eugene, including 
Veneta, Elmira, Noti, Vaughn, Crow, 
Central, Alvadore, and Franklin.  The 
attempt to bring fire protection service 
to these areas was stymied by the many 
potentially-affected residents who were 
adamantly opposed to the fifty cents to 

one dollar a year in taxes it would cost 
to operate such a district. 
 
In 1952, Boy Scout Explorer Troop 96 
initiated a community service project to 
acquire a fire engine for Veneta.  The 
boys organized fund-raisers, solicited 
donations, and in just a few months 
raised enough money (approximately 
$1,100) to buy, repair, and outfit a truck 
for use as a firefighting unit.  A used and 
very well-worn, late 1940s Chevrolet 
truck was purchased and sent to the 
Howard-Cooper Company in Eugene to 
be outfitted with storage boxes, a pump 
and driveline, a 500-gallon water tank, 
suction hoses, ladders, and 500 feet of 
firefighting hose.  The scouts pledged to 
donate the fire engine to a tax-funded 
volunteer fire department, if one was 
established in Veneta.  Wayne Elliott, 
owner of the Elliott Mercantile 
Company, donated a piece of land near 
the northeast corner of 4th and Dunham 
Streets (just south of present-day 88175 
4th Street), and using lumber donated by 
the Ralph Johnson Lumber Company, 
local residents constructed a small “fire 
house” to garage the donated fire 
engine.   
 
A special election resulted in the 
creation of the Veneta Rural Fire 
Protection District (RFPD) in August 
1953.  Willis E. (Red) Blek, Ralph 
Johnson, Archie Marshik, Harold 
Gilmore, and Vern Goad were elected as 
the first board of directors for the 
District.  The board subsequently 
selected Jess Dennison, owner of the 
Veneta Café (southeast corner of West  
 
Broadway and 4th Street), to be the 
District’s first fire chief. 
 
The Night Veneta Burned 
 
The two weeks leading up to Labor Day 
weekend in 1955 were hot: “Red flag” 
conditions with record-breaking 
temperatures hovering near 100 degrees, 
extremely low humidity, and gusting 
winds from the east.   
 
At around 1:30 AM on Sunday, 
September 4, 1955, fire chief Jess 
Dennison was awakened by the glow of 
flames from the neighboring Elliott 
Mercantile building.  The Mercantile 
was a big, two story wooden structure, 
located on the northwest corner of West 
Broadway and 4th Street (the site of 
present-day Yukon Jack’s Steakhouse & 
Saloon).  The Mercantile sold all 
manner of merchandise, hardware, and 
farm and logging supplies, and also 
served as the town Post Office. 
 

By the time Chief Dennison alerted the 
town’s firefighters and they had brought 
the town’s only fire engine to the scene, 
flames were shooting out the roof of the 
Mercantile building and the flames 
extended high into the air – a situation 
that he recognized was clearly beyond 
the capabilities of the small and 
relatively inexperienced Veneta fire 
department.  Chief Dennison issued a 
mutual aid alarm, and over the course of 
the next 90 minutes, two engine 
companies each from the Eugene and 
the Bethel-Danebo fire departments, an 
engine company each from the 
Springfield and the Junction City fire 
departments, a fire brigade from Barker-
Willamette Lumber Company, and 
personnel and equipment from Western 
Lane Fire Patrol arrived in Veneta to 
provide assistance. 
 
In 1955, Veneta did not have a public 
water system – there were no fire 
hydrants in town.  All of the water used 
to fight this rapidly growing fire had to 
be brought to the scene by the fire 
engines, or pumped out of low-yielding 
private wells.  The limited supply of 
water greatly hampered efforts to keep 
the fire from spreading.   
 
The heat from the fire was intense, 
fueled by the tinder-dry wood of the 
Mercantile building, and all of the dry-
goods, paints, oils, kerosene, and 
gasoline that were stored within.  The 
McKay’s Market grocery store just to 
the east (site of present-day True Value 
Hardware), and Mark Whitaker’s 
Second Hand Store just to the west of 
the Mercantile soon burst into flames.  
Firefighters spent the night spraying 
what water was available onto nearby  
 
buildings to try to keep them cool.  Even 
so, the heat broke windows, and 
blistered and scorched paint on the sides 
of buildings, 100 feet in all directions 
from the fire.   
 
Exploding ammunition and containers of 
oil, kerosene, gasoline, and paint in the 
Mercantile building sent burning embers 
and debris high into the air, where they 
showered back down on the surrounding 
neighborhood.  A hot breeze carried 
burning material more than 2 blocks 
from the site of the fire, starting spot 
fires on the roofs of a number of houses 
and businesses.  Firefighters and local 
residents worked desperately throughout 
the night to protect nearby buildings and 
suppress the many new fires that ignited.  
 
There was also increasing fear as the 
night wore on that dynamite stored in 
the Mercantile might explode and scatter 



burning debris over a very wide area.  
Concerned that the entire town might be 
lost, many nearby residents and business 
owners packed up their belongings and 
moved them out of harm’s way.   
 
At sunrise Sunday morning, all that was 
left of the second-hand store, McKay’s 
Market, and the Elliott Mercantile were 
piles of smoldering debris.  With a lot of 
hard work, and even more good luck, 
firefighters had been able to prevent the 
inferno from spreading to additional 
structures.  However, two businesses 
located across the street from the fire, 
the Veneta Barber Shop and Al’s Oasis 
tavern, were significantly damaged by 
the intense heat.  
 
This near-catastrophe in 1955 
underscored the need for a reliable 
source of water in the growing town of 
Veneta, and renewed efforts to find a 
means of financing the construction of a 
publicly-owned water system.  The City 
of Veneta was incorporated in April 
1962, and installation of a City-owned 
water system was completed in 1967.  
 
Fire protection coverage provided by 
Veneta RFPD originally did not extend 
much beyond the downtown area of the 
town. The fire district was substantially 
enlarged in 1962 with the annexation of 
the “Central” area: Eight square miles 
located between Highway 126 and Fleck 
Road, from Territorial Road to 
approximately one mile east of Central 
Road. 
 

Construction of a city hall and fire 
station complex, located on the northeast 
corner of 5th and McCutcheon Streets, 
was completed in late 1967.  The new, 
3-bay fire station housed a fire engine, a 
water tanker (tender), and a first-aid / 
rescue car.   
 
To improve response capabilities in the 
eastern portions of the District, a 
substation (housing a fire engine and 
two water tankers) was constructed on 
the corner of Central Road and Perkins 
Road in 1981. 
 
Less than adequate funding plagued the 
District for most of its first 40 years of 
existence.  Operating with old and often 
unreliable equipment was the norm for 

the District.  The original first aid / 
rescue car, a 1947 panel van, wasn’t 
replaced until 1977, by which time it 
had a long-standing reputation for not 
starting more often than it did.  In 1984, 
the fire response fleet consisted of a 
1959 fire engine, a 1970 fire engine, and 
three water tankers, two of which were 
routinely out of service with mechanical 
problems.  
 
Faced with the likelihood of 
downgraded insurance ratings, and 
significantly higher fire insurance 
premiums, Veneta Rural Fire Protection 
District patrons voted to increase the 
District’s tax base from $ 95,000, to $ 
265,000 in 1984.  The additional 
revenue allowed the District to begin a 
program of modernization, which 
included the purchase of new apparatus 
and state-of-the-art firefighting and 
emergency medical response equipment. 
 
Veneta RFPD and Elmira-Noti RFPD 
combined resources and tax bases in 
1989, forming the Fernridge Rural Fire 
Protection District.  Walton RFPD 
merged into Fernridge RFPD in 1993.  
 
A new, modern, fire station facility was 
constructed at 88050 Territorial Road in 
1994, and became the headquarters for 
Fernridge RFPD (the 5th and 
McCutcheon station was subsequently 
decommissioned and sold).  The next 
year, Crow Valley RFPD merged with 
the Fernridge district to create Lane 
County Fire District No. 1. 
 
Lane County Fire District No. 1 and 
Lane Rural Fire / Rescue completed a 
functional consolidation as of July 1, 
2012, and now operate together as the 
Lane Fire Authority.  
From humble beginnings, the Veneta 
Rural Fire Protection District, together 
with five neighboring fire protection 
districts, has evolved into the Lane Fire 
Authority which today provides fire, 
rescue, and emergency medical services 
to almost 300 square miles of territory 
located to the west and northwest of 
Eugene – a service area that includes all 
of the communities that would have 
been located within the Fern Ridge Fire 
District that was first proposed in 1948. 
 
Fire Chiefs:  Veneta Rural Fire 
Protection District   (1953 – 1989) 
 
            Name  Dates of Service 
 
     Jess Dennison  1953 – 1956   
 
     William Acridge 1956 – 1970  
       
     Don Carter  1970 – 1973 (approximate) 
 
     Jim Huselton  1973 – 1975 (approximate) 
 

     Wayne Hunter           1975 – 1977 (approximate) 
 
     Mike Sullivan   1977 – 1979  (approximate) 
 
     Carl Duke  1979 – 1983 
   
     Gary Stephens  1983 – 1984   
 
     Harry Hankins  1985 – 1986 
   
     Jim Brooker  1986 – 1987   
 
     Dale Kamrath  1987 – 1989  
 
The following individuals provided 
information and materials for this article: 
Charlie Brown, George (Jerry) Cochran, 
Wayne Hunter, Dennis Maricle, Marty Nelson, 
Larry Pierce, John Sanders, Fred Standeford, 
Kathleen Watson 
 
See something we got wrong?  Have 
information or photographs that you 
would be willing to share?  Let us know.  
Call Fred Scalise at (541) 935-1742. 
 
Next Issue:  Irving Rural Fire Protection 
District.  

 

 
Lane Fire Authority (LFA) is 

actively recruiting for 
volunteers 

By Mark Boren, Volunteer 
Recruiter/Coordinator 

 
Lane Fire Authority (LFA) is actively 
recruiting volunteers.  Starting the first 
week in June, applications will be 
available by appointment.  Mark Boren, 
the Volunteer Recruiter/Coordinator 
(VRC) distributes the applications.  If 
you are not sure what it takes to 
volunteer for LFA, please check out our 
website at www.lanefire.org.   Click on 
the “Volunteer & Career Opportunities” 
section, then on the “Volunteer 
Firefighter Program’.  If you have any 
questions after checking out our website, 
contact Mark either by phone or email.   
 
There are so many great organizations 
throughout our fire district with which to 
volunteer.  While the time commitment 
may be similar to other organizations, 
Lane Fire Authority has very different 
expectations.   
 
LFA utilizes volunteers (16 years and 
older) to protect life and property 
through firefighting and EMS.  These 

http://www.lanefire.org/


activities are often performed under 
conditions requiring strenuous physical 
exertion. Our fall and spring academies 
consist of web-based course work done 
during the week and hands-on practical 
sessions on Sundays.  At the conclusion 
of the academy, you will be assigned a 
24hr shift every 6th day at one of two of 
our staffed stations (Veneta and off of 
Prairie Road). We excuse our volunteers 
for work and/or school but expect them 
to be at the station ready to respond on 
emergency calls the remainder of their 
24 hour shift. If you live within our 
district boundaries and have completed 
your probationary requirements, you can 
respond from home only or continue 
doing shifts at a station and respond 
from home on your non- shift days.  We 
strongly encourage you to continue on a 
shift even after you are off probation.  
That way you are guaranteed 
opportunities to serve your community 
at least every 6th day and participate in 
required training.   
  
We are looking for people who care 
about our community and are willing to 
receive in-depth cost-free training to 
become firefighters. These individuals 
will work and train hand-in-hand with 
paid staff and our existing team of 
dedicated volunteers to respond on 
every type of alarm our agency receives. 
We are extremely proud of the level of 
professionalism and expertise our 
volunteers demonstrate. 
If you are interested in serving our 
community, please contact: Volunteer 
Recruiter/Coordinator,Mark Boren at 
541-935-2226 ext. 225 
or markboren@lanefire.org.  If you call, 
Mark’s regular office hours are 
Monday-Thursday from 7:00am-
12:00pm. Please leave a message and he 
will get back to you as soon as possible. 
 

Crow Station 
Remodel Completed 

 
Lane Fire 
Authority is 
pleased to 
announce 
that the 
Crow Station 
seismic 
upgrade and remodel are finally 
completed and apparatus will be moved 
into the station as soon as the county 
issues a certificate of occupancy.  Lt. 
Jon Jasper is to be commended for 
supervising the project, which ran into a 
number of stumbling blocks primarily 
over an adequate water supply and 
design modifications.  
 

Plans were finally approved in late 
summer of 2018. Demolition of a good 
portion of the station began in 
November and the rebuild was 
completed in May of this year. The 
number of apparatus bays was reduced 
from four to three, allowing for wider 
doors. The station office, meeting room 
and bathroom facilities have been 
significantly upgraded and reconfigured. 
Gone is the spray-on insulation that was 
continually falling off the ceiling, the 
narrow entries for apparatus and the 
non-functioning bathrooms.  The 
remodeled station not only features 
more room for apparatus but a separate 
area for turnouts (protective clothing 
worn by firefighters) and bathrooms 
with showers. Both the separate turnout 
room and bathrooms with showers 
provide a way for our firefighters to 
adequately cleanup after being in 
environments with toxic fumes and 
substances.  Studies have shown that 
toxins can be unwittingly carried home 
on clothing and exposed skin that have 
not been adequately cleaned. 
 

The Oregon Forestland-
Urban Interface Fire 

Protection Act and YOU 
(sometimes called SB 360)  

 
(Reprinted and adapted from a publication 
issued by the Oregon Department of Forestry) 
 
In 1997, the Oregon Legislature passed 
the Oregon Forestland-Urban Interface 
Fire Protection Act in response to the 
escalating problems of wildfires burning 
homes, firefighters risking their lives in 
conflagrations, and the rising cost of fire 
suppression. The act takes important 
steps toward an effective protection 
system by: 
• identifying areas where residential 
development has occurred in wildfire-
prone areas. 
• classifying fire risk in those areas. 
• establishing fuel-reduction measures 
for each fire-risk classification area so 
fire intensity around homes will be 
significantly reduced.  
 
The purpose of a fuel break is to keep an 
approaching wildfire from reaching your 
house and other structures. Fire ignites 
easily and moves rapidly in dry grass, 
dry needles and leaves, dead branches 
on trees and shrubs, and piles of 
firewood and lumber. Reducing the 
number and arrangement of these 
flammable materials within fuel break 
areas will make your structures more 
defendable against wildfire. 
 

Following the fuel-reduction guidelines 
described in this brochure will increase 
your property’s margin of protection and 
will make the property compliant with 
the act.  
 
Once fuel-reduction is complete on your 
property, you are encouraged to return a 
certification form — which is mailed by 
the Oregon Department of Forestry to 
the owners of properties included in 
forestland-urban interface areas. This 
certification form will protect you 
against fire-cost recovery penalties, 
should a wildfire occur on your 
property. 
 
There is no fine for not complying with 
the act’s fuel-reduction requirements, 
but a property owner may be billed for 
certain fire suppression costs if: 
• a certification form is not received by 
ODF prior to the start of a fire. 
• a fire of any origin starts on the 
property. 
• the fire spreads through the parts of the 
property where fuel-reduction should 
have been done. 
• the fire escapes initial attack and the 
state pays suppression costs above what 
is normally budgeted for initial-attack 
costs. This liability is capped at 
$100,000. 
For more information contact your local 
Oregon Department of Forestry or 
Forest Protective Association 
officewww.oregon.gov/odf/offices.shtml 
Oregon Department of Forestry  
Protection From Fire Program 
2600 State Street  
Salem, OR 97310 
 
Questions & Answers 
The Oregon Forestland-Urban Interface 
Fire Protection Act requires the owners 
of forestland-urban interface lands to 
reduce potentially flammable vegetation 
around homes and along driveways. It 
also requires the Oregon Department of 
Forestry (ODF) to assist landowners 
with accomplishing their fuel reduction 
obligations. What are forestland-urban 
interface lands? They include lands that 
are within an ODF protection district, 
and which have been divided into lots 
for residential development. These are 
also lands where wildfires are likely to 
occur. A forestland-urban interface area 
is composed of groups of homes. The 
minimum grouping is four homes per 40 
acres. 
What is a fire-risk classification?  A 
classification is the product of several 
factors that influence an area’s 
vulnerability to wildfire:  wildfire and 
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climate history;  dominant topographical 
character; and dominant natural 
vegetation type. Residential lots within a 
forestland-urban interface area share the 
same level of wildfire risk. Therefore, 
each lot within an area is assigned the 
same classification. The classification 
levels are low, moderate, high and 
extreme. Each level requires a different 
degree of fuel reduction. 
 

What is a property owner required to 
do? In most cases, the owner of a lot in 
a forestland-urban interface must create 
a fuel break around the home and other 
structures, and along the driveway. 
 

What is fuel? Fuel is anything that can 
burn. Needles, leaves, dry grass, dead 
branches and firewood are common 
fuels in these areas. A home roofed with 
cedar shakes is particularly vulnerable to 
wildfire damage or destruction because 
of the highly combustible nature of 
cedar. Fuel reduction means to lessen 
the amount of fuel available to a fire, to 
increase the distance between fuels, and 
to isolate fuels so fire can’t get to them. 
 

Is it necessary to cut down a lot of 
trees? In many cases, no. Trees can 
protect a home from a wildfire’s radiant 
heat and airborne embers. It may be 
necessary to thin some trees to reduce 
the volume of fuel on a property, but it 
is generally wise to leave the oldest 
trees, if they are healthy. Before 
removing healthy, mature trees, consult 
with an ODF fire prevention specialist. 
 

Does ODF have to inspect the 
property?  No. The property owner 
may sign and return the certification 
form without an inspection. However, 
ODF employees are available to provide 
advice about how to meet the act’s fuel-
reduction standards. 
 

6 Steps to Wildfire Protection 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1. If there is a home or other structure 
on your property, then a fuel break is 
required to be established around it. 
A structure is defined as a 
permanently sited building that is at 
least 500 square feet. If no home or 

other structure exists on property 
then fuel reduction treatment is not 
required on the property. However, it 
is recommended that you send in 
your self-certification form; check 
the “No Structure” box on the form, 
sign, and return the form to ODF. If 
the home has flame-resistant roofing 
(Class A, B or C), then a 50-foot fuel 
break is required. If it is roofed with 
cedar shakes or other flammable 
material, the fuel 
break must be 
100 feet in size. 
A fuel break 
begins at the 
outside edge of a home’s furthest 
extension. This may be the edge of 
the roof eave, or the outside edge of a 
deck attached to the home. The shape 
of the fuel break mirrors the footprint 
shape of the home and anything that 
is attached to it. A fuel break’s 
distances are measured along the 
slope, and does not need to extend 
beyond the property line. The fuel 
break may use natural firebreaks, 
such as a rock out-cropping or a body 
of water, or it can be completely 
man-made. The vegetation within the 
fuel break must meet the following 
guidelines: Ground cover should be 
substantially non-flammable or fire-
resistant. Examples of this include 
asphalt, bare soil, clover, concrete, 
green grass, ivy, mulches, rock, 
succulent ground cover or 
wildflowers. • Dry grass should be 
cut to a height of less than four 
inches. • Cut grass, leaves, needles, 
twigs and similar small vegetative 
debris should be broken up so that a 
continuous fuel bed is not created.• 
Shrubs and trees should be 
maintained in a 
green condition, 
be substantially 
free of dead plant 
material, and 
have any potential “ladder fuels” 

 

2.  On a driveway that is at least 150 
feet long, it is necessary to remove 
obstructions over the driving surface 
and create a fuel break along the 
driveway’s fringe. The clearance 
above the driving area must meet 
these specifications the horizontal 
clearance must be at least 12 feet• the 
vertical clearance must be at least 13 
½ feet. The fuel break along the 
driveway fringe must extend 210 feet 
from each side of the driveway’s 
center-line, creating a total fuel break 
area that is at least 20 feet wide, 
including the driving surface. The 
vegetation must be modified to the 

same standards as a fuel break 
around a structure. Likewise, the 
driveway fuel break’s distance is 
measured along the slope, and does 
not need to extend beyond the 
property line. 

 

3. Sparks from a chimney connected to 
a fireplace or wood-burning stove 
could catch tree branches on fire. To 
reduce the chance of this happening,  

 

4. trim all branches ten feet away from 
a chimney that vents a wood-burning 
fireplace or stove. 

 

5. Dead branches overhanging any 
portion of the roof must be removed. 
Also remove accumulations of 
leaves, needles, twigs, bark and other 
potentially flammable debris that 
may be on the 
roofing surface, in 
the valleys of the 
rain gutters. 

 

6. Keeping the space under wooden 
decks and exterior stairways clean — 
and enclosed — is one of the best 
ways to keep a house safe during fire 
season. Firewood and lumber need to 
be removed, and dry needles, leaves 
and other litter need to be cleaned 
out, too. 

 

7. Firewood and 
lumber piles 
near a structure 
can become a 
source of intense, sustained heat if 
they should catch fire. This could 
ignite nearby vegetation, or cause 
windows to break, admitting fire into 
the structure. During the months of 
fire season, move firewood and 
lumber piles at least 20 feet from any 
structure. A better solution is to put 
firewood and lumber into an 
enclosed shed. 

 
 

             Alarms as of 
 

             June 3, 2019: 
 
                  2638 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 
 
 

 

Flash Point is published semi-
annually by Lane Fire Authority.  
Visit our website www.lanefire.org.  
Please direct comments and questions 
to the Editor, Stan Turner, by calling 
(541) 935-2226 or by sending written 
comments to Lane Fire Authority, 
P.O. Box 275, Veneta, OR 
 

 
 

 


