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Welcome to the 
Fall/Winter 2019-2020 
Edition of Flash Point 

A Message from Capt. Stan Turner, editor 
 

A major component of the Fall 2019 
edition of Flash Point is a copy of Lane 
Fire Authority’s annual “Burn Permit” 
which needs to be in the possession of 
our patrons who can legally burn on 
days approved by LRAPA.  Coupled 
with the permit is information on who is 
allowed to burn in their backyard or on 
their property. A boundary map is 
included that shows where burning is 
permitted.  Please note the boundaries 
and restrictions are set by LRAPA, not 
by LFA.  Always call the “Burn 
Hotline” (541-746-3976) to find out if it 
is a burn day in your area. 
 
The month of September was “National 
Preparedness Month,” an outgrowth of 
the September 11, 2001 terrorist attacks 
in New York City and Washington, 
D.C.. The focus is for all of us to be 
prepared in the event of a major, 
dislocating event.  This issue of Flash 
Point has several relevant articles on 
how to prepare, as well as articles 
related to October’s Fire Prevention 
week.  The theme this year is “Not every 
hero wears a cape, plan and practice 
your escape.” 
 
Would you like to be proactive and save 
a life?  Two critical skills everyone 
should learn are CPR and how to control 
bleeding.  Taking classes that give you 
hands-on instruction on these skills are 
the most effective way to learn how to 
take action, but two articles in this issue 
of Flash Point are good references 
and/or refreshers.  
 

  
Flash Point has a variety of other 
articles we hope you will find 
interesting.  They range from a key 
change in LFA leadership, to fall and 
winter safety tips, and a continuation of 
the outstanding chapters on the history 
of the fire district written by LFA 
Firefighter/EMR Dr. Fred Scalise. 
 

 
Dale Borland Appointed 

Interim Chief of Lane Fire 
Authority 

 
Dale Borland, who has 
been Lane Fire 
Authority’s Assistant 
Chief since 2011, has 
been appointed as 
LFA’s Interim Chief. 
Dale will remain in 
that position through 

the 2019-20 fiscal while the Fire Board 
conducts a search to fill the position on a 
permanent basis. At the time of his 
appointment on July 18th, Chief Borland 
announced he intends to be a candidate 
for the permanent position. 
 
Dale Borland began his career as a 
firefighter in 1979 on his 16th birthday 
when he joined Lane Rural Fire and 
Rescue as a volunteer.  At the time he 
was a student at Junction City High 
School.  Right after high school Dale 
started working in the woods and later 
for Swanson Superior in a variety of 
mill jobs.  All the while he continued 
volunteering with Lane Rural.  In April 
of 2005, Dale was hired as the Assistant 
Chief of Lane Rural and a year later he 
was hired as the department’s Chief.  In 
2011, Lane Rural functionally 
consolidated with Lane County Fire 
District Oneand became Lane Fire 
Authority.  Dale was hired as LFA’s 
Assistant Chief under Terry Ney who 
had been hired as LCFD#1’s Chief the 
year before. 
 
Chief Borland brings to Lane Fire 
Authority a strong background of 
leadership and practical knowledge. His 
appointment was enthusiastically 
embraced by LFA’s membership. 
 
As a side note, on August 13, 2019 
Chief Borland celebrated his fortieth 

year in the fire service.  In recognition 
of this milestone, he was given a 
surprise birthday cake by the staff at 
Station 101. 
 

 
 
Terry Ney Retires as Chief 
of Lane Fire Authority 
 

In July of 2019 Terry Ney 
retired as fire chief of 
Lane Fire Authority. Terry 
first assumed his duties on 
May 18, 2010 when he 
was hired by the Lane 
County Fire District #1 

Board of Directors to fill the vacancy 
created by retiring chief Marty Nelson.   
 

Chief Ney began as a volunteer 
firefighter with Tri-City Rural Fire 
Protection District in southwestern 
Oregon in the summer of 1979. Over the 
next thirty-one years he served in a 
variety of volunteer and paid fire and 
emergency medical positions.  Terry 
was Fire Chief of Sheridan Fire District 
when he assumed the position of Lane 
County Fire District #1 Fire Chief in 
May of  2010.   
 

Over the next nine years, Chief Ney 
played a major role in earning voter 
approval of the merging of LCFD#1 and 
Lane Rural Fire and Rescue creating 
Lane Fire Authority in November of 
2016.  This merger was followed in 
2018 with the functional consolidation 
of the Santa Clara Fire District with 
Lane Fire Authority. 
 

Featured in this issue of  
Flash Point: 

-2019/2020 Burn Permit 
-Dale Borland hired as LFA’s  
  Interim Fire Chief. 
-National Preparedness Month &  
  Fire Prevention Week. 
-History of the Irving Rural Fire 
Protection District. 
-Vehicle Safety Systems. 
-When to call 911. 



On August 10th of this year, Terry Ney 
was recognized for his nine years of 
service with Lane County Fire District 
#1 and Lane Fire Authority at a picnic 
hosted by LFA’s Volunteer Firefighters 
Association.  Board President Greg 
Deedon spoke on behalf of the Fire 
District, expressing appreciation for 
Terry’s work, and Volunteer Firefighter 
Association president, John Leaton, 
presented Chief Ney with a special cake 
honoring his retirement. 
 

Backyard 
Burning 

Information 
 
Depending on the weather, fire 
conditions and air quality, burn season 
generally runs from October 1 to June 
15th of each year.  If you are 
contemplating burning yard debris, 
please read the following information 
carefully:  
 

Do you live in an area that allows the 
burning of backyard waste?  If you live 
within the Eugene/Springfield Urban 
Growth Boundary (see the map below), 
there are special limitations: 
Outdoor burning is always prohibited on 
lots smaller than 2 acres inside the 
Eugene Urban Growth Boundary (UGB) 
and on lots smaller than 0.5 acre inside 
the City of Springfield and the 
Springfield UGB.  (These limitations are 
set by LRAPA). 
 

If you do live in area that allows 
backyard burning, always call the 
Residential Outdoor Burning Advisory 
Line (541-726-3979) to determine if it is 
a “burn day.” 

Make sure you have in your possession 
a 2019-2020 Outdoor Burn Permit 
issued by Lane Fire Authority.  A copy 
of LFA’s Burn Permit is on page 3 of 
this issue of Flash Point. 

 

Please read and take all the steps 
necessary to meet the requirements for 
burning. 
 

Lane Fire Authority does not write the 
yard waste burning rules, they are 
created by the Lane Regional Air 
Protection Agency (LRAPA).  We issue 
the burn permits, can set limits on dates 
when burning is permitted and are 
dispatched to reportedly illegal fires. 
 

Why do we have a limited burning 
season and require a burn permit on the 
premises?  It is all related to health 
concerns, safety, and not burning when 
there is high fire danger. If you do burn, 
your burn piles must be no larger than 
three cubic yards (multiple burn piles 
are allowed). Your burn piles are limited 
to yard vegetation (woody debris, 
leaves, or grass). You cannot burn 
paper, rubber products, tires, plastic, 
garbage, petroleum and petroleum-
treated materials, asphalt, industrial 
waste, or any material that creates dense 
smoke or noxious odors.  A shovel and 
adequate water supply must be nearby.  
An adult must be present and all fires 
must be extinguished by dark (this is so 
smoke can escape more readily into the 
atmosphere).  
 

Please note: If you burn out-of-season or 
on a non-burn day, you can be subject to 
a substantial fine issued by the Oregon 
Department of Forestry or the Lane 
Regional Air Protection Agency.  Why 
the restrictions?   During the dry season 

there is the high risk of fire and during 
the period between October and June 
burning restrictions are issued when 
atmospheric conditions prevent smoke 
from clearing out of the Willamette 
Valley.   
 

Can I use a burn barrel?  No, burn 
barrels are illegal in the State of 
Oregon and are never allowed. 
 
What Are the Alternatives to 

Backyard Burning? 
 

Looking for ways to avoid burning or 
not allowed to burn in your area?  Here 
are some alternatives you might want to 
consider: 
 

► Precycle – Buy recyclable products 
that can be reused or taken to a recycling 
facility. 
► Compost – Let your yard debris and 
food waste decay.  There are some great 
and easy ways to do this. Go to: 
      http://www.wikihow.com/Compost 
► Reduce – Reduce the amount of 
nonrecyclable produced you buy and the 
amount of “junk” mail you receive.  Tell 
companies to remove your name from 
their mailing lists. 
► Reuse – Think before you burn if the 
item can be reused, fixed, or salvaged. 
► Recycle – Recycling has come a long 
way.  You can now recycle such items 
as newspaper, magazines, “junk” mail, 
glass, metal, and plastics.  Contact your 
local recycling center for more 
information. 
► Properly Dispose of Waste – Do not 
litter, dump, or burn prohibited items.  
Instead, use a waste collection service, 
transfer station, convenience center, or 
local landfill. 

 
 

Here is your LFA 2019-
2020 Burn Permit 

 
 
(Note: A copy of Lane Fire Authority’s burn permit can 
also be downloaded by going to our website: 
www.lanefire.org.  On the righthand side of the first 
page is a “clickable” link to the permit which can be 
printed at home. You can also obtain a Burn Permit from 
our main station in Veneta at 88050 Territorial 
Highway.) 
 

- Remember to call the LRAPA 
Residential Outdoor Burning 
Advisory Line before you burn:   

 

(541) 726-3976 
 

http://www.wikihow.com/Compost
http://www.lanefire.org/


 
Prohibited Burning 

♦ Materials prohibited from being burned include: 
garbage, plastics, grass clippings, wire insulation, 
asbestos-containing materials, automobile parts, 
asphalt, petroleum by-products, tires, cardboard, 
clothing, grass clippings, petroleum treated 
materials, rubber products, demolition waste. 
Construction waste, animal remains, or animal or 
vegetable matter related to any food service or 
preparation, or any other material which normally 
emits dense smoke, noxious odors or hazardous 
air contaminants. 

♦ Burning Leaves (within Veneta City limits) this 
means needles or leaf material which has fallen 
from trees, shrubs, or plants. 

♦ Burning grass clippings is prohibited in Lane 
County. 

♦ Burning in barrels is prohibited in Lane County. 

If a fire burns out of control call 911 immediately 
 

To report a complaint about burning, call the LRAPA 
complaint line at 541-726-1930 

 
Safety Guidelines 

♦ Call the burn advisory line every day prior to 
lighting a burn pile. You may also check 
LRAPA’s web-site at www.lrapa.org 

♦ Keep the yard debris pile dry by covering with 
plastic until ready to burn. Remove plastic 
before lighting. 

♦ Use small, dry wood to start a fire like one 
would for a camp fire. Add small amounts of 
yard debris to the fire, keeping it burning hot 
and clean with little smoke. 

♦ Never use flammable liquids to start a fire. 
Accelerants can be invisible until ignited, and 
explosive. 

♦ Maintain a safe area around the burn pile 
where children are not allowed. 

 

Backyard Burning Permit: 
 
The Backyard Burning season is determined by 
both the fire service and the Lane Regional Air 
Protection Agency (LRAPA). LRAPA has determined 
that backyard burning will be allowed between the 
dates of October 1 through June 15. The season 
can be closed on any day due to poor air quality or 
fire danger. The season is permanently closed from 

June 16 to September 30 due to an increase in fire 
danger. A Lane Fire Authority burn permit must be 
on the premises while burning backyard 
vegetation. 
 

Slash Burning Permit: 
 
This permit is issued by the Oregon Department of 
Forestry (ODF) to burn logging slash debris. 
Contact Western Lane ODF at 541-935-2283 for 
more information. 
 
LRAPA Letter Permit:  
 
This type of permit is generally issued for land 
clearing operations.  These burn piles are often 
very large, and material to be burned looks like 
logging slash and will include stumps.  LRAPA 
performs a required inspection of the piles and 
often requests that the fire department 
accompany them for advice regarding any fire 
safety concerns.  LRAPA will then issue a letter that 
permits the type and amount of material to be 
burned, but the District issues the permit to 
actually burn the material.  The letter permit 
usually has a termination date whereby if the 
material does not get burned, then the responsible 
party will need to obtain an extension.  These fires 
can be started on a sanctioned burn day and be 
allowed to burn continually until the material is 
gone.  LRAPA will advise the responsible party on 
methods to gain a rapid, efficient burn. Contact 
LRAPA at 541-736-1056. 
 
A Burn Permit must be issued by the Fire District 
prior to lighting a land clearing, non-logging debris 
burn pile. 
 
Commercial Agricultural Burning:   
 
Lane Fire Authority has authority over burning of 
vegetative material that does not fit either into the 
Backyard or Letter Burn Permit categories.  A 
Commercial Agricultural burn is different than a 
standard outdoor burn because the volume of 
material is more than what could be burned in a 
single day's burning, i.e., large amount of windfall 
debris after a storm.  These fires are to be started 
on an approved burn day and are allowed to burn 
continually until the material is gone. Once the 
material is ignited additional material may not be 

added.  Lane Fire Authority may inspect the piles 
to be burned to ensure the piles do not contain 
any prohibited items or materials, and will advise 
the responsible party of any additional 
requirements, such as suppression equipment, or 
clearing. 
 
Note:  Commercial Agricultural Burns are for 
downed, dead material, not live standing grass or 
weeds. Safety Guidelines on this permit must be 
followed.   
 
Note:  Field burning is not allowed under our 
Agricultural Burn Permit even though it is an 
agricultural process.  Field burning is managed 
through the Department of Agriculture under rules 
established by DEQ, for fields that are registered 
by the grass seed grower. 
 
Note:  Slash burning is managed by ODF as a part 
of permitted logging operations.  Burning is 
permitted under a forestry smoke management 
plan and is exempt from the rules of LRAPA. 
 

Open Fires:  
 
Recreational, cooking, and warming fires do not 
require a permit as long as these fires are on the 
property of the legal occupant of that property, 
and the fire is in a designated fire ring.  A fire ring 
should not be larger than 36" across with 
additional clearing space or green grass that has 
been mowed short.  A cooking fire usually has a 
set-up for a grate or spit.  These types of fires can 
be initiated at any time of the year providing there 
is not a total ban of all fires imposed by ODF 
through a Regulated Use Closure, which is often 
imposed in the dry summer months. Fire 
suppression equipment, such as an adequate 
water supply and shovel should be kept nearby and 
used to extinguish the fire when it is not in use. 
 
Recreational, cooking, warming and ceremonial fires 
are allowed when set for recreational purposes on 
private property or in designated recreational areas 
(such as parks, campsites and campgrounds). 
 
 
 
 
 



National Fire Prevention 
Week:  October 6 to 12, 
2019 

Although you may receive this copy of 
Flash Point at a date later than this 
year’s Fire Prevention week, the 
information below, provided by the 
National Fire Protection Association 
(NFPA), is important year-round.  

About Fire Prevention Week 

Since 1922, the NFPA has sponsored the 
public observance of Fire Prevention 
Week. In 1925, President Calvin 
Coolidge proclaimed Fire Prevention 
Week a national observance, making it 
the longest-running public health 
observance in our country. During Fire 
Prevention Week, children, adults, and 
teachers learn how to stay safe in case of 
a fire. Firefighters provide lifesaving 
public education in an effort to 
drastically decrease casualties caused by 
fires. 

Fire Prevention Week is observed each 
year during the week of October 9th in 
commemoration of the Great Chicago 
Fire, which began on October 8, 1871, 
and caused devastating damage. This 
horrific conflagration killed more than 
250 people, left 100,000 homeless, 
destroyed more than 17,400 structures, 
and burned more than 2,000 acres of 
land. 

2019 Campaign 

This year’s FPW campaign, “Not Every 
Hero Wears a Cape. Plan and Practice 
Your Escape!” works to educate 
everyone about the small but important 
actions they can take to keep themselves 
and those around them safe. 

Did you know? 

In a typical home fire, you may have as 
little as one to two minutes from the 
time the smoke alarm sounds to escape 
safely. Escape planning and practice 
can help you make the most of the 
time you have, giving everyone enough 
time to get out. 

Plan ahead for your escape. Make your 
home escape plan and practice today.  

Importance of fire prevention 

In a fire, mere seconds can mean the 
difference between a safe escape and a 
tragedy. Fire safety education isn’t just 
for school children. Teenagers, adults, 
and the elderly are also at risk in fires, 
making it important for every member 
of the community to take some time 
every October during Fire Prevention 
Week to make sure they understand how 
to stay safe in case of a fire. 

Why home escape planning and practice 
matter: 

• Home escape planning and 
practice ensure that everyone 
knows what to do in a fire and is 
prepared to escape quickly and 
safely. 

• Today’s homes burn faster than 
ever. You may have as little as 
two minutes to escape safely 
from the time the smoke alarm 
sounds. 

• When the smoke alarm sounds in 
a real fire, it’s too late to start 
making a plan. 

 
The “Stop the Bleed” 

Program 
 

No matter where you live, be it in an 
urban or rural setting, your ability to 
react quickly and effectively in a 
medical emergency can make the 
difference between life and death.   
“Stop the Bleed” is a national program 
of awareness and training on how to 
take emergency steps when someone 
encounters profuse bleeding. The 
information below does not take the 
place of a good quality first aid course, 
however it provides the reader with 
basic information on how bleeding can 
be effectively controlled. 
 
Why the “Stop the Bleed” campaign is 
important:  Uncontrolled bleeding is 
the number one cause of preventable 
death from trauma. You can help save a 
life by knowing how to stop bleeding if 
someone, including yourself, is injured. 
 

Steps - How to Stop the Bleed: 
 

Call 9-1-1 yourself or tell someone to 
make the call.  
 

Ensure Your Safety:  Before you offer 
any help, you must ensure your own 
safety! If you become injured, you will 
not be able to help the victim.  
 

Make sure the scene is safe and provide 
care if the scene is safe. If at any time 
your safety is threatened, attempt to 

remove yourself (and the victim if 
possible) from danger and find a safe 
location. 
 

Protect yourself from blood-borne 
infections by wearing gloves, if 
available.  

Look for Life-Threatening Bleeding, 
find the source. Open or remove the 
clothing over the wound so you can 
clearly see it. By removing clothing, you 
will be able to see injuries that may have 
been hidden or covered. 

 

 

Look for and identify “life-threatening” 
bleeding. Examples include: 

o Blood that is spurting out of the 
wound. 

o Blood that won’t stop coming out of 
the wound. 

o Blood that is pooling on the ground. 
o Clothing that is soaked with blood. 
o Bandages that are soaked with 

blood. 
o Loss of all or part of an arm or leg. 
o Bleeding in a victim who is now 

confused or unconscious.  

Compress and Control:  There are a 
number of methods that can be used to 
stop bleeding and they all have one 
thing in common—compressing a 
bleeding blood vessel in order to stop 
the bleeding.  

Apply direct pressure on the wound 
(Cover the wound with a clean cloth and 
apply pressure by pushing directly on it 
with both hands)  

1. Take any clean cloth (for example, a 
shirt) and cover the wound. 

2. If the wound is large and deep, try to 
“stuff” the cloth down into the 
wound. 

3. Apply continuous pressure with both 
hands directly on top of the bleeding 
wound. 

4. Push down as hard as you can. 
5. Hold pressure to stop bleeding. 

Continue pressure until relieved by 
medical responders. 

If you have a trauma first aid kit with 
a tourniquet: 

1. Wrap the tourniquet around the 
bleeding arm or leg about 2 to 3 
inches above the bleeding site (be 
sure NOT to place the tourniquet 
onto a joint—go above the joint if 
necessary). 

2. Pull the free end of the tourniquet to 
make it as tight as possible and 

https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Preparedness/Fire-Prevention-Week/%7E/link.aspx?_id=CB3610E8F1164B1AAC9AB2C2B8896641&_z=z
https://www.nfpa.org/Public-Education/Staying-safe/Preparedness/Fire-Prevention-Week/%7E/link.aspx?_id=CB3610E8F1164B1AAC9AB2C2B8896641&_z=z


secure the free end – Illustration A 
below. 

3. Twist or wind the windlass until 
bleeding stops – Illustration B below. 

4. Secure the windlass to keep the 
tourniquet tight – Illustration C 
below. 

5. Note the time the tourniquet was 
applied – Illustration D below. 

 

Note: A tourniquet will cause pain but it 
is necessary to stop life-threatening 
bleeding. 

If there is bleeding from the neck, 
shoulder, abdomen or groin (all regions 
where a tourniquet cannot be used): 

1. There is a severe bleeding wound 
– See Illustration A below. 

2. Wipe away any pooled blood. 
3. Pack (stuff) the wound with 

bleeding control gauze 
(preferred), plain gauze, or clean 
cloth - Illustration B below. 

4. Apply steady pressure with both 
hands directly on top of the 
bleeding wound - Illustration C. 

5. Push down as hard as you can. 
6. Hold pressure to stop bleeding. 

Continue pressure until relieved 
by medical responders.  

 

For additional information, go to: 

http://www.wvrc24.com/files/news/181/
Stop%20the%20Bleed%20Booklet.pdf 

  
Irving Rural Fire 
Protection District 

by Fred Scalise 
 
This article is part of a continuing series 
by Fred Scalise on the history of 
communities within the boundaries of 
Lane Fire Authority. 
 
In 1872, as the tracks for the Oregon and 
California Railroad were extended south 
from Portland, a railway depot was 
established along Prairie Road, 
approximately halfway between 
Junction City and downtown Eugene 
City.  (In 1887, the railway became part 

of Southern Pacific's Portland and San 
Francisco line).  The depot was located 
along the tracks, to the east of present-
day Hallett Street.  This whistle-stop 
was originally called "Halletts," after 
J.L. Hallett, who built the first 100 miles 
of the line and then supervised 
construction of the rest of the line to 
Roseburg.   
 
The Irving railroad depot was ideally 
located for farmers in the surrounding 
area who desired a way to transport their 
grain crops to out-of-area markets.  
Grain storage warehouses, elevators, and 
railcar loading facilities quickly sprang 
up near the depot, and two stores were 
built nearby.  A post office was opened, 
and the name of the new town was 
changed to Irving (probably for local 
settler, William Irving), in 1876. 
 
By the beginning of the Twentieth 
Century, Irving was a bustling little farm 
town located along Prairie Road 
between what is now Carol Street and 
Irvington Road.  Wooden sidewalks 
were present on the east side of Prairie 
Road, and the town had a grade school, 
a grange hall, an IOOF lodge, two 
churches, a lumber yard, and a general 
merchandise store.  By the mid-1930s, a 
gasoline service station, feed & seed 
store, concrete & tile works, and a 
hardwood sawmill had also been 
established in the town. 
 
But the one thing Irving didn't have was 
a fire department. Like most towns of 
that time period, Irving was constructed 
predominantly with wood, and 
catastrophic fires were not all that 
uncommon.  Residents in and around 
Irving had to rely on responders from 
either Junction City or Eugene when 
there was a fire, and there was no 
guarantee that either department would 
even send apparatus out of their 
jurisdiction.  Under the best of 
circumstances, it took at least 20 
minutes for firefighters to arrive from 
one of these neighboring agencies, by 
which time there was usually little or 
nothing left to save. 
 
There were attempts in the 1920s and 
1930s to establish local firefighting 
capabilities.  There was even an attempt 
to incorporate the town as a city.  But 
sufficient citizen support, and 
willingness to pay additional taxes, just 
didn't exist.  
 
At the dawn of the 1940s, the world was 
at war.  As part of the war effort, local 
farmers had begun growing flax, a plant 
that was processed into the vital wartime 
materiéls: linen fabric and linseed oil.  

To help meet demand, two flax 
processing mills were constructed in the 
Irving area.* With these mills came the 
concern that they might become targets 
for enemy aerial attack or sabotage.  The 
need for a local fire department became 
critical. 
 
*Note: The Northwest Flax Corporation 
facility was located at the southeast 
corner of Prairie Road and West Beacon 
Road;  the Approved Flax Company 
mill was located off old Clear Lake 
Road (now Kokkler Road), near the 
southwest corner of the Eugene Airport 
property. 
 
Frustrated by the unwillingness of local 
residents to support the creation of a fire 
district, Irving business and civic leaders 
took matters into their own hands.  A 
community meeting was held at the 
Irving Grange Hall on May 11, 1942, 
where Charles Darrah, the local Civil 
Defense air raid warden, made it clear 
that there was an urgent need for 
"adequate home and defense fire 
protection" in the Irving area.  As a 
result of this meeting, a private "rural 
fire protection organization," the Irving 
Fire Co-Operative, was created and 
incorporated a few days later. Greetus 
K. Bond (owner of Bond Manufacturing 
Company) was named Co-Operative 
director, and Henry W. Lettau, the 
Willamette Valley fire warden for the 
State Foresters Office, was named chief 
of the new firefighting organization.  
The operation of the cooperative was 
financed by member dues (voluntary 
assessments paid those who wished to 
have fire protection). 
 
Local men were organized into a 
volunteer firefighting brigade, 
equipment was purchased, and a fire 
truck was provided by the Bond 
Manufacturing Company.  In later years, 
this fire engine became known as "Old 
No. 1.")  Soon after formation of the 
cooperative, a "fire hall" was built to 
garage the fire truck was housed at the 
Bond Manufacturing facility. The fire 
hall was a two-story wooden structure 
that stood on what is today a home site 
(1280 Irvington Drive) near the 
northeast corner of the Sonrise Christian 
Church property.  
 
Local residents were apparently so 
impressed with the capabilities and 
performance of this private fire brigade 
that they voted to approve the creation 
of a tax-base supported fire district, the 
Irving Rural Fire Protection District 
(RFPD), on July 8, 1944.  The last 
significant incident to which the Irving 
Fire Co-Operative responded was a fire 

http://www.wvrc24.com/files/news/181/Stop%20the%20Bleed%20Booklet.pdf
http://www.wvrc24.com/files/news/181/Stop%20the%20Bleed%20Booklet.pdf


that destroyed the boiler building at the 
Northwest Flax Corporation mill that 
July.  The fire cooperative was 
subsequently dissolved and its assets 
transferred to the new fire district.  The 
new fire department continued to 
operate from the Irvington Drive fire 
hall. 
 
In the 1940s, the area surrounding Irving 
was sparsely populated, consisting 
primarily of farmland and orchards.  A 
geographically large district was 
necessary in order to have a sufficient 
tax base to support a fire department.  
Thus, the primary response area for 
Irving RFPD became the area bounded 
by Milliron Road on the north, Barger 
Road on the south, Greenhill Road on 
the west, and approximately Stark Street 
on the east between Barger Road and 
Irvington Drive.  The eastern boundary 
north of Irvington Drive was a zig-zag 
that more or less followed Prairie Road 
to Milliron Road.  The District also 
included a corridor, along old Clear 
Lake Road west from Greenhill Road, to 
the Approved Flax Company mill that 
was located near the Eugene Airport.  
This inclusion turned out to be fortuitous 
as the first major response for the new 
district was to a fire on August 27, 1944 
that destroyed the spinning mill at the 
Approved processing plant.   
 
The post-World War II years brought an 
explosion of industrial growth, 
especially along the Pacific Highway 
(Highway 99N) corridor, to the Irving 
area.  By 1947, the small original fire 
truck was obsolete and wholly 
inadequate for the growing fire district.  
$7,000 in bonds were issued that year to 
purchase a brand new Ford fire engine 
(a "high pressure fog truck"), and a 
water tanker was purchased a short time 
later.  
 
In 1953, District voters approved the 
sale of $50,000 in general obligation 
bonds to build new fire station.  The 
modern station was constructed on 
newly-created Hallett Street, just off of 
Prairie Road, and opened for service on 
September 4, 1955.  A second fire 
engine, a 1955 Ford, was subsequently 
purchased for the new station.   
Over the years, the Irving firemen 
battled a number spectacular blazes, 
including major fires at: 
 
-  Approved Flax Company spinning 

mill:   August 1944 
-  Seneca Sawmill Company planing 

mill:   August 1956, and July 1961 
-  Irving Store:   May 1961 
-   LD McFarland pole treating plant:   

October 1964 

-  Northwest Flax Corporation / Collins 
Campers & Canopies Company:   
August 1966 

-  Irving Seed & Feed Company 
warehouse (granary):   November 
1966 

 

 
 
The Irving fire department continued to 
grow with the community throughout 
the 1960s and into the 1970s, a period 
that was marked by increasing emphasis 
on also providing rescue and emergency 
medical services.  
 
The original firefighting apparatus in 
Irving was a late-1920s Ford truck 
purchased by the Bond Manufacturing 
Company in 1939.  It was converted to a 
fire engine ("outfitted with a booster 
pump and hose") at the blacksmith shop 
that used to be located on the east side 
of Prairie Road at Kelso Street.  The fire 
engine was provided to the Irving Fire 
Co-Operative when it formed in 1942, 
and was transferred to the Irving Rural 
Fire Protection District in 1944. 
 
Obsolete "Old No. 1" was sold as 
surplus to Jones Veneer & Plywood 
Company (Irvington Drive) in 1951, 
where it was maintained as part of the 
company's industrial fire brigade.  By 
1957 it was too old and unreliable for 
even this duty and was donated back to 
Irving RFPD.  The old fire truck was 
painstakingly restored by District 
volunteers, and for many years was used 
in parades and displays. 
 

 
 
Maintenance demands, and a lack of 
space to properly store the old fire truck, 
resulted in its being placed into private 
hands in the late 1980s, though it 
continued to show up at community 
parades throughout the 1990s.  “Old No. 
1” is still in the local area but has been 
fully retired and held in storage for the 
past decade or so. 

The town of Irving is mostly gone now, 
slowly displaced, beginning in the early 
1970s, by the expansion of the lumber 
mill that is now located on the east side 
of Prairie Road between Carol Street & 
Irvington Drive.  But the legacy of the 
town has lived on with the Irving RFPD 
and its successor fire agencies. 
 
Irving RFPD merged with Alvadore 
RFPD in the summer of 1972, to create 
Lane Rural Fire Protection District No. 
1.  The new district was later re-named 
Lane Rural Fire / Rescue.  In July 2012, 
Lane Rural Fire /Rescue completed a 
functional consolidation with Lane 
County Fire District No. 1 to create the 
Lane Fire Authority which today 
provides firefighting, rescue, and 
emergency medical services to almost 
300 square miles of territory located to 
the west and northwest of Eugene. 
 
The following individuals provided 
information and materials for this 
article:  Bill Burruss, Jim Drew, Dale 
Borland, John Maxwell, Chrissy Hollett           
 
See something we got wrong?  Have 
information or photographs that you 
would be willing to share?  Let us know.  
Call Fred Scalise at (541) 935-1742. 
 
In the next Issue: "Crow Valley Rural 
Fire Protection District." 
 

 
Vehicle Safety Systems 
That Could Save Your 

Life 
 

The improvements in motor vehicle 
safety over the past seventy years have 
been remarkable.  As firefighters and 
rescue personnel, we marvel at the 
severity of damage to some vehicles, yet 
the driver and passengers survive.  To be 
sure, there are still tragic deaths and 
injuries, but with the advent of 
mandated seatbelts with shoulder 
harnesses, vastly improved roadways, 
airbags, uniform signage and vehicle 
“crumple zones” the yearly number of 
fatalities has dramatically decreased.    
 
For readers born after 1968, it’s hard to 
imagine seatbelts not being required on 
all cars.  In fact, up to the mid-1960s, 
most drivers and passengers were 
unrestrained.  Further, it wasn’t until 
thirty years later, in 1998, that airbags 
were required on all automobiles.  
Today, we have an accelerated rate of 
safety features that have added to the 
reduction of vehicle related deaths and 
injuries. 



The chart below shows the dramatic 
drop in vehicle fatalities as a result of 
these safety features. From 1945 to 
2016, there has been an 87.38% 
reduction in vehicle related deaths per 
one million miles traveled. 
 

Jump ahead twenty-one years from the 
year airbags were first mandated in 1978 
and we have a dazzling array of safety 
features on vehicles. Many are now 
mandated, others are currently sold as 
options, but before we plunge into this 
lengthy list of safety technology, an 
important reminder: no matter whether 
you have an older vehicle or are 
contemplating buying a new one, the 
most important thing EVERY driver 
must do to protect their life and the 
lives’ of their passengers is to wear 
seatbelts, no matter how short the trip.  
One of the most common causes of 
vehicular deaths is an unrestrained 
occupant being thrown around in a 
vehicle or ejected. 

The latest available statistics on seatbelt 
use are from 2017 and provide 
persuasive reasons for their use: 

• The national usage rate for seat 
belts was 89.6 percent - an 11 
percent increase from 2014. 

• An estimated 14,955 lives were 
saved by seat belts nationwide in 
2017. 

• 2,549 additional lives would have 
been saved in 2017 if everyone 
had buckled up. 

• 47 percent of passenger vehicle 
occupants killed in 2017 were not 
wearing seat belts. 

Below is a list of many of the vehicle 
safety features available in 2016. Many 
are now mandated, others are available 
as add-ons for additional cost. 
 
 
Safety-belt features: Seatbelt 
pretensioners instantly retract 
the belts to take up slack 
during a frontal impact; force 
limiters let the belt play back 
out a little to reduce the force. Some 
models offer inflatable safety belts in the 
rear seat to further reduce the force of 
the belts themselves on rear passengers 

in an accident and spread those forces 
over a wider area; adjustable upper 
anchors help position the belt across the 
chest instead of the neck to prevent neck 
injuries.  
 

LATCH (Lower Anchors and Tethers 
for Children): All vehicles are now 
required to have the LATCH system to 
make child-seat installation easier and 
more secure.  
 
Airbags: Airbags 
inflate in a few 
milliseconds—the 
blink of an eye—then 
immediately start deflating. While 
airbags have saved thousands of lives, 
they also have the potential to cause 
injury or even death to children or to 
occupants who aren’t using a seatbelt.  
That is why children under 12 should be 
seated in the rear in an appropriate 
restraint system.  Rear-facing child seats 
should never be installed in front seats 
equipped with airbags. Nearly all new 
models have “side curtain” bags that 
deploy from above the windows and 
cover both front and rear side windows 
to prevent occupants from hitting their 
heads and to shield them from flying 
debris. A curtain bag often also stays 
‘inflated’ longer in most cases to also 
keep people from being ejected during a 
rollover or a high-speed side crash.  
 
Crumple zones which help absorb the 
impact of a crash, reducing the force of 
the collision between occupants and the 
interior of the vehicle. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Energy Absorbing steering wheels are 
similar in principle to vehicle body 
crumple zones by telescoping together, 
reducing the force of impact between the 
driver and the steering wheel. 
 

Elevated center brake light: for the 
purpose of better alerting drivers to 
vehicles braking ahead of them. 
 
Improved lighting for directional 
signals: larger, unique designs, and 
directional lights even embedded in 
some vehicle sideview mirrors. 
 
Antilock brakes (ABS):  
ABS prevents the front 
wheels from locking-up by 
using sensors and a computer 
to maximize braking action at each 
individual wheel. ABS allows the driver 
to retain steering control while braking 
so the car can be maneuvered around an 
obstacle. When an ABS system is 
activated, the driver will often feel a 
pulsing sensation conveyed through the 
brake pedal and chattering at the wheels. 
This is caused by the system rapidly 
applying and releasing the brakes to 
prevent them from locking up and 
provide maximum power and control. 
To activate the ABS system, the driver 
must push hard on the brake pedal and 
let the system do its job. 
 
Brake assist: Brake assist detects when 
a driver initiates a panic stop (as 
opposed to ordinary gradual stops) and 
applies the brakes to maximum force. In 
conjunction with anti-lock brakes, the 
system enables threshold braking 
without locking up the wheels. Studies 
have shown that most drivers, even in 
panic stops, don’t apply the brakes as 
hard as they could, so Brake Assist 
intervenes to reach the shortest possible 
stopping distance.  
 
Traction control limits wheel spin 
during acceleration so that the drive 
wheels have maximum traction.  
 
Electronic stability control: Electronic 
stability control (ESC) system helps 
keep the vehicle on its intended path 
during a turn, to avoid sliding or 
skidding. It uses a computer linked to a 
series of sensors—detecting wheel 
speed, steering angle, sideways motion, 
and yaw (rotation). Electronic stability 
control became standard equipment on 
all cars with the 2012 model year. A 
note of caution.  Taking a turn at too 
high a speed can still cause the driver to 
lose control of the vehicle. 
 
Forward-collision warning (FCW): 



Forward-collision warning uses 
cameras, radar or laser (or some 
combination thereof) to scan for cars 
ahead and alert the driver if they are 
approaching a vehicle in their lane too 
fast and a crash is imminent. Most 
systems alert the driver with some sort 
of visual and or audible signal to a 
potential crash, allowing time for you to 
react. 
 
Automatic emergency braking (AEB): 
These systems add to the benefits of 
forward-collision warning. AEB will 
sense a potential collision and if you 
don’t react in time, the car will initiate 
automatic braking. 
 
Pedestrian detection: 
This system uses the 
features of forward 
collision warning and 
automatic emergency braking to help 
protect pedestrians. The vehicle’s 
camera(s) or radar are looking for a 
pedestrian in the vehicle's path. Some 
systems will alert the driver with an 
audible or visual alert and some will 
even start automatic emergency braking 
if a collision is deemed a high 
likelihood. 
 
Adaptive cruise control: Adaptive 
cruise uses lasers, radar, cameras, or a 
combination of these systems to keep a 
constant distance between you and the 
car ahead, automatically maintaining a 
safe following distance. If highway 
traffic slows, some systems will bring 
the car to a complete stop and 
automatically come back to speed when 
traffic gets going again, allowing the 
driver to do little more than pay 
attention and steer. Some vehicles 
equipped with lane keeping assist will 
also allow the car to stay within the lane 
markings. 
 
Blind-spot warning (BSW): Using 
radar or cameras, this system illuminates 
a light or icon in or adjacent to the 
outside mirrors to warn that another 
vehicle is lurking in the lane beside your 
vehicle, possibly hidden in your car's 
blind spot. Many systems also sound an 
audible warning if you attempt to move 
over anyway or operate your turn signal 
indicating that you’re going to. More 
advanced systems can also brake or steer 
the vehicle back towards the center of 
the lane. Also effective are outside 
mirrors with a small convex section for 
a wide-angle rearward view. 
 
Rear cross-traffic alert: These systems 
sense traffic that may cross your path as 
you reverse, which can be helpful when 
you are backing out of a parking space 

or driveway. Some systems will 
automatically brake for the driver to 
avoid an object. 
 
Lane-departure warning (LDW): This 
alerts you if you steer your car out of its 
lane without the turn signals activated. 
Using a camera or lasers to monitor lane 
markers, the LDW may sound a chime, 
blink a dashboard telltale, and/or vibrate 
the steering wheel or seat. 
 
Lane-keeping assist 
(LKA): In addition to 
sensing when you leave 
your lane, this technology 
will introduce a mild steering input to 
put you back into your lane. 
 
Active head restraints: Active head 
restraints move up and forward in a rear 
crash to cradle the head and absorb 
energy in an effort to mitigate whiplash 
injury. 
 
Backup camera: Starting in the 2018 
model year, all light-duty vehicles will 
come with standard rear-view cameras. 
This camera-based assistance system is 
activated when the vehicle is placed in 
reverse. Mostly used as a parking aid by 
providing a bumper-level view aft, a 
backup camera can also assist with 
spotting a child or pedestrian concealed 
in the blind zone immediately behind the 
vehicle. 
    
Parking assist systems: These are 
sensors embedded in the front, rear, or 
both bumpers that alert you—at parking 
speeds—that light poles, walls, 
shrubbery and other obstacles are 
getting close. 
 
Automatic high beams: This function 
automatically switches from low to high 
beam and back again, for improved 
nighttime visibility as conditions 
warrant. 
 
Tire-pressure monitors: 
All vehicles made after 
October 31, 2006, must 
have a low-tire-pressure warning 
system.  
 
Telematics: Combining cellular 
telephone and Global Positioning 
Satellite (GPS) technology, several 
major automakers are offering an 
automated service that provides a high 
level of security and convenience. While 
there is usually a fee involved after a 
trial period, these systems allow the 
driver to communicate with a central 
dispatch center at the touch of a button. 
If an air bag deploys, the system 
automatically notifies the dispatch 

center, locates the vehicle, and summons 
emergency service, if the driver does not 
respond to a phone-based inquiry. Plus, 
most manufactures have smartphone 
apps that will start, unlock your car and 
beep the horn to help find your lost car 
in that large parking lot. The “On Star” 
system, offered by General Motors, is an 
example of the Telematic System.    
 
 

Meet Your Firefighters 
 

Rose Douglass: 
Captain Rose Douglass 
joined the Junction City Fire 
and Rescue as a volunteer in 
2004 while she was a senior 
at Junction City High 

School. In rapid succession, she enrolled 
in the EMT program at Linn Benton 
Community College and upon 
completion took the pre-requisite 
courses for the Paramedic program. 
Soon after, she transferred to Lane 
Community College where she 
completed their EMS program and 
became a Paramedic.  In 2009 Rose was 
hired by Lane Rural Fire and Rescue to 
staff one of their medic units 
(ambulances).  In 2014 she was 
promoted to the rank of Lieutenant and 
in September of 2018 was hired as Lane 
Fire Authority’s Training Officer.  Also, 
in 2018, she completed a Bachelor’s 
degree in Fire Science Management 
from American Public University. In 
June of 2019 Rose was promoted to the 
rank of Captain. 
 

At her job with Lane Fire Authority, 
Rose is tasked with ensuring that all 
members of the department meet the 
yearly requirements for firefighter as 
mandated by the State of Oregon.   In 
addition, she is responsible for 
developing the fire district’s training 
program. 
 

Rose is also a full-time mother.  In 
partnership with her husband, Charles 
Douglass, they are raising two young 
children and an older stepdaughter who 
is a volunteer with Lane Fire Authority.  
Rose enjoys paddle boarding and hiking. 
 
Ryan Rush 
 

Was born in Eugene and went 
to North Eugene High School.  
From an early age he worked 
for his family’s rug and 
upholstery cleaning business.  
Ryan started volunteering 

with Santa Clara Fire District in 2003. 
 

Ryan went to LCC, enrolling in the 
EMS program and earned an EMRT-
Intermediate rating in 2008.  In 2015 he 



was hired by Philomath Fire as an 
“Acting in Capacity” Lieutenant and 
nine months later was hired at Santa 
Clara by Chief Randy Wood and was 
moved to the rank of Captain.  His job-
related responsibilities included station 
and apparatus maintenance.  In 2018, 
when Santa Clara Fire District 
functionally consolidated with Lane Fire 
Authority, Ryan was hired as an 
Engineer/EMT-I. 
 

Case Papè 
Casey Papè is a native 
Oregonian and a graduate 
of Sheldon High School in 
Eugene. He became a 
volunteer firefighter with 

Lane Rural Fire/ and Rescue in 2006.  
At the time he became a firefighter, 
Casey enrolled in Umqua Community 
College’s accelerated EMT program, 
where he earned an EMT-Basic rating.  
Through the same program, Casey 
completed the course work and became 
an EMT Intermediate in 2007.   
 

Casey returned again to Umqua 
Community College, and in 2009 earned 
his Paramedic rating with an Associate 
Degree in Para-medicine.   From 2012 to 
2015 Casey worked as a temporary 
employee with Lane Fire Authority, 
tasked with a variety of responsibilities 
related to maintenance.  In 2015 he was 
hired as an Engineer/Medic.  In April of 
2019, Casey was hired by LFA to work 
in Lane Fire Authority’s Training 
Department. 
 
Brian Sayles 
 

Brian Sayles was born in 
California, but at the age of 
four moved with his family to 
Veneta.  While a student at 
Crow High School he joined 
Lane County Fire District #1, 
following in the footsteps of 
both his father and mother. 
 

From 2006 to 2010, Brian 
served with the United States Army as a 
Heavy Machine Operator and did a tour 
in Iraq in 2008-2009.  On his return he 
attended Lane and Chemeketa 
Community Colleges where he earned 
three A.A.S. degrees in Paramedicine, 
Fire Suppression and Fire Prevention.  
 

In 2016 Brian was hired by Lane Fire 
Authority and currently holds the rank 
of Engineer/Paramedic.  He is assigned 
to work on one of the LFA’s medic units 
and is also trained as a driver-operator 
of all of Lane Fire Authority’s fire 
apparatus. 
 

In his free time, Brian enjoys being with 
his family as well as woodworking and 
camping. 
 
Brandon Hart 
 

Brandon Hart followed in 
his father’s footsteps when 
he became a volunteer 
firefighter. He completed 
LFA’s Recruit Academy in 
2017 while he was a Junior 

at Willamette High School.  Brandon 
graduated from Willamette in June of 
2019 and enrolled at Lane Community 
College this fall.  His plans include 
earning a Fire Science degree and 
completing the Paramedic program.  
Brandon enjoys hiking and camping. 
 
 
Have You Thought About 
Volunteering with Lane 

Fire Authority? 
By Mark Boren, Recruitment & Retention 

Coordinator 
 

Lane Fire Authority provides fire, safety 
and emergency medical services (EMS) 
to 45,000 residents in a 282 square mile 
area (see the LFA District map below). 
Lane Fire operates 16 fire stations, three 
of which are staffed 24/7.  We have 
100 career and volunteer personnel that 
responded to approximately 5,000 calls 
last year, 81% of which were EMS 
(medically related). 
 

 
With such a large fire district, we rely 
on volunteers to help us respond to the 
many emergency scenes we are called 
to.  As a volunteer, you will be working 
alongside career firefighters and EMS, 
(Emergency Medical Services) 
personnel.  You will be responding to 
fires, traffic accidents, forces of nature 
like flooding and snowstorms, and all 
types of medical emergencies.  The 
work can be physical, stressful and 
emotionally challenging.  However, the 
rewards of helping others in their 
moment of need are great.   
 

In order to prepare and train our 
volunteers, we conduct two Recruit 
Academies a year: one in the spring 

starting around March and one in the fall 
starting around September.  Application 
submission opens in December for the 
spring academy and in June for the fall 
academy.  If you are interested in 
applying, here’s what you need to know: 
 

•  Volunteers must be 16 years or older. 
•  If you come to us with some 

experience from another agency, the 
Volunteer Recruiter/Coordinator will 
work with the Training Division to 
create a modified Academy plan. 

 

Volunteer Application Process 
 

1. Make an appointment to meet 
with the Volunteer 
Recruiter/Coordinator (VRC), 
listen to expectations and receive 
an application packet. 

2. Complete the application and 
return it to the administrative 
assistant at the Veneta Station 
prior to the deadline. 

3. We evaluate the application, 
check references, driving record 
and complete a criminal 
background check. 
 

Once the Application is Approved 
 

1. You will take an oral interview in 
front of a panel that consists of 
volunteers, LFA Officers, day 
staff and the volunteer 
recruiter/coordinator and 
complete a written evaluation 
consisting of reading 
comprehension and diagrammatic 
reasoning questions. 

2. Complete the physical agility test. 
(a description is provided in the 
application packet) 
 

Approval or Rejection Notification 
will be issued by telephone or in writing. 
 

For Accepted Recruit Applicants 
 

For the accepted recruits who have 
passed the interview and tests, you will 
be fitted for your firefighting gear and 
respiration equipment, do a pre-academy 
orientation, enter the Recruit Academy, 
complete a free Occupational Physical 
Exam (at Cascade Health), and do the 
Post-Academy Orientation where you 
will be assigned to a shift and given 
your station turnout gear.  This will all 
take place during or immediately after 
the academy.  
 

About the Recruit Academy 
 

The Recruit Academy meets on Sundays 
from 0700 hours to 1700 hours but also 



has full 8-hour Saturday and Sunday 
classes too.  The academy training 
includes: health and fitness, fire hose 
and water streams, vertical and 
horizontal ventilation, ground and aerial 
ladders, mobile water supply and 
hydrants, ropes and knots, extinguishers 
and forcible entry, victim search and 
removal, communications, personal 
protective gear (PPE), self-contained 
breathing apparatus (SCBA), hazardous 
materials, CPR (Basic Life Saving 
certification), intro to EMS, 
communications and team building, 
wildland fires, rescue and EMS. 
Training will also include live fire days 
with both structural and vehicle fires.   
 

In addition to the weekend classes, there 
are chapters of required reading in the 
textbook, “Essentials of Fire Fighting 
and Fire Department Operations,” that 
include passing online chapter quizzes 
and chapter tests each week.  You also 
must complete a required weekly online 
response log about each chapter.   
 
Before you can be assigned a shift you 
also must take and complete the 
Hazardous Material Operations class 
that meets for 16 hours over a weekend 
and is usually scheduled during the 
Recruit Academy. 
 

Once You Become a Probationary 
Firefighter 
 

For those who complete all the 
requirements of the Recruit Academy, 
congratulations, you will become a 
Probationary Firefighter and be assigned 
to a 24 hour shift every 6th day at one of 
the two 24/7 staffed stations. We excuse 
volunteers for work and/or school but 
expect them to be at the station ready to 
respond on emergency calls the 
remainder of the 24 hours.  
 

During the first year of Probationary 
Firefighter service, you must also 
complete: 
 

• Wildland Classes S-130/190 L180 - 24 
hours 
• Regular drill training - 144 hours 
• Extra, specialized training - 32 hours 
average 
 

In-District Volunteers and Out-of-
District Volunteers 
 

We currently have both In-District and 
Out-of-District volunteers. In-District 
volunteers reside within the Fire 
Authority boundaries.  Once the 
academy is concluded, these volunteers 
will do 24 hour shifts every 6th day until 
they are off of probation.  This takes 
about a year. Once you are off of 
probation you can respond from home 
only or continue doing shifts at a station 

and respond from home on your non 
shift days.  We strongly encourage you 
to continue on a shift even after you are 
off probation.  This way you are 
guaranteed to go on calls and participate 
in required training.   
 

Out-of-District volunteers reside outside 
the Fire Authority boundaries with the 
majority living in the Eugene/ 
Springfield area.  Just like the in-district 
volunteers, you will do 24 hour shifts 
every 6th day at one of the stations with 
dorm rooms.  
 

Applications for the Spring Recruit 
Academy will be available the first week 
in December.  Please go to our website: 
www.lanefire.org for more information. 
 
Carbon Monoxide, The Silent 
Killer! 
 
Carbon monoxide poisoning can result 
from a variety of sources including 
faulty gas appliances, wood stoves, 
fireplaces and vehicles left running in 
garages. The following article from 
HomeSafe.com  provides a good 
summary of important information on 
CO detectors. 

 

 

 

Carbon monoxide poisoning is a serious 
condition.  CO combines with 
hemoglobin, the oxygen-carrying agent 
in the red blood cells. When oxygen is 
robbed from the brain and other organs, 
death can result. In addition, up to 40 
percent of survivors of severe CO 
poisoning develop memory impairment 
and other serious illnesses. 

Many cases of reported carbon 
monoxide poisoning indicate that 
victims were aware they were not well 
but become so disoriented that they were 
unable to save themselves. 

 

Proper placement of a carbon monoxide 
(CO) detector is important. If you are 
installing only one carbon monoxide 
detector, the Consumer Product Safety 
Commission (CPSC) recommends it be 
located near the sleeping area, where it 
can wake you if you are asleep. 
Additional detectors on every level and 

in every bedroom of a home provide 
extra protection against carbon 
monoxide poisoning. 
 

Symptoms of Carbon Monoxide 
Poisoning: 
 
Low levels of carbon monoxide 
poisoning can be confused with flu 
symptoms, food poisoning or other 
illnesses and carry a long-term health 
risk if left unattended. Some of the 
symptoms are: 
 

Shortness of breath 
Mild nausea  
Mild headaches  
 

Moderate levels of CO exposure can 
cause death if the following symptoms 
persist for a long measure of time. 
 

Headaches 
Dizziness 
Nausea 
Light-headedness (high levels of 
CO can be fatal causing death 
within minutes) 
 

Treatment Options 
 
There are immediate measures you can 
take to help those suffering from carbon 
monoxide poisoning.  
 

Get the victim into fresh air 
immediately.  
If you can not get the people out of the 
house, open all windows and doors 
immediately. Any combustion 
appliances should be turned off. 
 

Take those who were subjected to 
carbon monoxide to a hospital 
emergency room as quickly as possible. 
A simple blood test will be able to 
determine if carbon monoxide poisoning 
has occurred. 

 
 
 

 
 
Know when to call 911 
 
When in doubt, call — but don’t 
waste this resource. 
 
Your neighbor keels over in her yard or 
you witness a major car crash, it’s a no-
brainer: you call 911. But in cases of 
other emergencies, it’s not as obvious 
when — and when not to — dial those 
digits. 

The general rule: Dial 911 any time 
there’s a threat to life or property — 
such as an accident, a crime, a fire or a 
medical emergency. 

http://www.lanefire.org/


When to call 911 - don’t 
hesitate to dial 911 if: 

1. A fire breaks out. Any fire — even a 
tiny grease fire in your kitchen — merits 
a 911 call. A fire can grow and spread 
rapidly, so call right away even if you 
think you can put out the flames on your 
own. 

2. A medical emergency happens. Call 
911 immediately for any life-threatening 
medical problem. These include chest 
pain, choking, difficulty speaking, 
drowning, numbness, poisoning, sudden 
intense pain, severe burns, a suicide 
threat and other serious medical 
problems, according to the American 
College of Emergency Physicians. 

3. You witness a crime or possible 
crime. If you see an assault, a burglary 
or even a suspicious person lurking, call 
911. Go with your gut feeling. It’s better 
to call for help now than to have police 
show up later to ask if you saw anything 
because they’re investigating a break-in 
up the street. If you call, an officer 
might catch the criminal in the act and 
foil the crime. 

4. If you’re in or you see a car crash. 
Call 911, especially if someone is hurt 
or feels dizzy or unwell.  However, if 
you see a vehicle in a ditch or pulled off 
the side of the road, take the time to 
safely stop investigate first.   LFA has 
been sent on countless cell phone calls 
initiated by passing motorists who 
simply report a “car in the ditch” 
without indicating whether someone 
needs help. 

When not to call 911: 

Never call 911 for any situation that’s 
clearly not an emergency. That seems 
obvious, but two 911 centers in Indiana 
got callers who asked about the weather, 
current road conditions and even the 
number for the local pizza joint. Other 
reasons not to call: 

• A loud party or barking dog 
• A power outage  
• Burst water pipes  
• To ask about paying a ticket  
• You have a cold or flu symptoms 
• Someone has a minor cut  

Many 911 centers operate with only a 
few dispatchers, so if you call for the 
wrong reasons, you could delay help for 
someone with a real emergency. 

If you have to call 911, here’s what to 
do: 

Know your location. “Where is your 
emergency?” is the first question 
dispatchers ask because location is the 
top piece of information they need to 
send help. That’s especially important if 
you’re calling from your cell phone 
because the dispatcher might not be able 
to pinpoint exactly where you’re calling 
from, according to the Federal 
Communications Commission. If you 
don’t know where you are, look for 
buildings, landmarks and street signs. 

Answer the dispatcher’s questions. 
Dispatchers ask a lot of questions, but 
they have important reasons for each 
one. It’s not because they’re nosy -- 
your answers help the dispatcher 
determine what kind of help you need, 
and how much, he says. For example, a 
dispatcher might send an advanced life 
support ambulance staffed with a 
paramedic and special equipment 
(compared to a basic life support 
ambulance with EMTs) for a possible 
heart attack. Or, she might send three 
squad cars if a suspicious person has a 
gun. 

Follow instructions. The dispatcher is 
trained to help keep you safe and 
explain how to do first aid while help is 
on the way. For example, he/she can 
instruct you on how to do CPR, walk 
you through the Heimlich maneuver to 
help a choking victim or tell you how to 
stop bleeding. 

Recognizing Medical 
Emergencies 

According to the American College of 
Emergency Physicians, the following 
are warning signs of a medical 
emergency: 

• Bleeding that will not stop 
• Breathing problems (difficulty 

breathing, shortness of breath) 
• Change in mental status (such as 

unusual behavior, confusion, 
difficulty arousing) 

• Chest pain 
• Choking 
• Coughing up or vomiting blood  
• Fainting or loss of consciousness  
• Feeling of committing suicide or 

murder  
• Head or spine injury 
• Severe or persistent vomiting 
• Sudden injury due to a motor 

vehicle accident, burns or smoke 
inhalation, near drowning, deep or 
large wound, etc. 

• Sudden, severe pain anywhere in 
the body 

• Sudden dizziness, wealmess. or 
change in vision 

• Swallowing a poisonous substance 
• Upper abdominal pain or pressure 

 

 

LFA is Committed to 
Supporting Our Greater 

Communities 
 
Below is a brief review of Lane Fire 
Authority’s  community support and 
involvement this summer and fall, as 
well as upcoming holiday events for the 
whole family. 
 
Harrisburg 4th of July Parade: 
 

 
We sent several of our apparatus to 
Harrisburg’s 4th of July parade in 
support of this annual event.  Our 
families joined in celebrating the event. 
 
Veneta Harvest Festival :  
 

On September 14th LFA participated in 
Veneta’s annual Harvest Festival. We 
promoted bicycle safety and acquainted 
the public with our apparatus. The 
Harvest Festival is an annual fundraiser 
to support the programs housed in the 
new Fern Ridge Service Center. The 
Harvest Festival included live music, 
farm, food and artisan booths, a pie 
baking contest, chili cook off, kid zone, 
and pancake breakfast. 
 
Jerry’s Fire and Life Safety Day: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
This annual event was held on October 
12th at Jerry’s Home Improvement 
Center during Fire Prevention Week.  
Lane Fire Authority along with branches 
of law enforcement and emergency 
medical air transport services provided 
the general public with opportunities to 
see live demonstrations and equipment 
dedicated to rescue and life safety.  Be 

http://www.safebee.com/quizzes/home/quiz-are-you-prepared-house-fire/
http://www.emergencycareforyou.com/YourHealth/AboutEmergencies/Default.aspx?id=1793&terms=911
http://www.emergencycareforyou.com/YourHealth/AboutEmergencies/Default.aspx?id=1793&terms=911
http://www.safebee.com/home/how-secure-your-home-against-burglars
http://www.fcc.gov/guides/wireless-911-services
http://www.fcc.gov/guides/wireless-911-services
http://www.safebee.com/health/6-heart-attack-symptoms-women-ignore
http://www.safebee.com/health/how-and-when-perform-cpr
http://www.safebee.com/health/what-do-if-you-or-someone-else-choking
http://www.safebee.com/health/what-do-if-you-or-someone-else-choking


sure to add this fun and fascinating 
event to your calendar for next year.  It 
is always held during Fire Prevention 
Week. 
 

Alvadore Old Fashion Halloween 
Carnival: 

 

Everyone is invited to the annual 
Alvadore Old Fashion Halloween 
Carnival to be held at the Alvadore Fire 
Station, 90825 Alvadore Road, from 
6:00 pm to 9:00 pm on October 31.  
Firefighters from Lane Fire Authority 
will be helping out and providing 
information about volunteering. 
 

This fun family event is open to 
everyone.  Dinner is $5.00 (hot dogs, 
corn dogs, chili, salad beverage, and 
desert), game and treat tickets (popcorn 
and cotton candy) are $.25 each.  This 
popular event draws from 300 to 500 
people each year. 
 

Volunteers are needed for the 
Alvadore Halloween Carnival. If you 
can help out, please call Kim King at 
541-729-9846. 
 
Stuff the Truck with Non-
perishable Food & Toys: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each year Lane Fire Authority teams 
with the Kiwanis of Fern Ridge to help 
fill holiday food boxes for distribution to 
those in need and collect toys for 
Veneta’s Operation Santa.  LFA will be 
at the West Lane Shopping Center, in 
front of Ray’s Food Place, on Friday and 
Saturday, December 6 & 7. 
 
Veneta Light Parade 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Veneta’s light parade is scheduled for 
Thursday, December 12.  LFA’s antique 
Mack Fire Engine will be transporting 
Santa, and several of our apparatus will 
be decked out in lights.  The annual light 

parade is organized by the Fern Ridge 
Chamber of Commerce. Enjoy the 
creatively decorated fire trucks, cars, 
floats and approximately 40 other 
brightly adorned vehicles as they wind 
through downtown. Parade route is 8th 
St, east on West Broadway, south on 
2nd St, east on McCutcheon Ave, north 
on Territorial Rd and ends on Jack 
Kelley Dr. 
 

Irving Neighborhood  Light 
Parade and Food/Toy Collection:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Irving Neighborhold Light Parade is 
an annual Lane Fire Authority 
sponsored event that winds through the 
Irving Neighborhood, collecting food 
that is donated to Food for Lane County 
and toys given to Toys for Tots.  This 
year’s parade is scheduled for Saturday, 
December 14th. 

 

 

 

LFA’s Lock Box Program for 
gates blocking access to 

property & residences 
 
Electronic gates on roads leading to 
residences have become increasingly 
popular among our rural patrons.  Gates 
can be both aesthetically pleasing and 
provide a measure of security.  
However, one major problem is that 
they block access to emergency vehicles 
and can lead to significant delays in 
providing assistance should there be 
someone in need of medical assistance 
or other emergency when time is of the 
essence. 
 

No matter whether you have an 
electronic gate or regularly padlock 
access to your property, we highly 
recommend you obtain a Lockbox from 
Lane Fire Authority. A Lockbox is a 
small metal box safe that can be 
mounted to a post or wall near the gate. 
To maximize security, the lockbox is 
opened with a special key stored in a 
secure location on each of our apparatus. 
The cost of a lock box starts at $99 for 
most sites. 
  

If interested in purchasing a lockbox, 
come by the station at 88050 Territorial 
Highway between 8:00 am to noon or 

1:00 to 5:00 pm Monday to Friday.  We 
have lock boxes in stock and sell them at 
cost ($93 which includes mounting 
hardware).  They are easy to install and, 
on a limited basis, we have personnel 
who can provide assistance. 
 

If you have questions or are interested in 
purchasing a lockbox, please call Julie 
Meriwether at (541) 935-2226. 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Events 
 
 
Wednesday, October 20 - Alvadore 
Halloween Party 
 

Friday & Saturday, Dec. 6th & 7th - 
“Stuff the Truck” with nonperishable 
food, toys & cash. 
 

Thursday, Dec. 12th - Veneta Light 
Parade 
 

Saturday, Dec. 14th - Irving 
Neighborhood Light Parade and 
donation collection of nonperishable 
food, toys & cash. 
 

 
 
 
 

 

2019 Alarms as of October 11, 2019: 
4850 

 

(2018 calls as of Oct. 11, 2018: 4,449) 
 
 
 
 
   
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

Flash Point is published semi-
annually by Lane Fire Authority.  
Visit our website www.lanefire.org.  
Please direct comments and questions 
to the Editor, Stan Turner, by calling 
(541) 935-2226 or by sending written 
comments to Lane Fire Authority, 
P.O. Box 275, Veneta, OR 
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