
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Welcome to the 

Summer 2021 Edition 

of Flash Point 

A Message from Chief Dale Borland 

 

In this issue of Flash 

Point, our lead 

article explains why 

Lane Fire Authority 

is asking our voters 

to approve LFA’s 

Measure 20-320 on 

the May 2021 ballot.  I urge the 

voters in Lane Fire Authority’s 

Fire District to read our request 

carefully.  The article explains why 

we our asking for voter approval 

and how we plan to use the 

additional revenue.  
 

I want to tell our patrons how 

proud I am of our paid and 

volunteer staff.  We recently 

recognized our members for their 

dedicated service and 

accomplishments.  The list of 

names and accompanying 

achievements that appear in this 

issue of Flash Point is impressive 

and is indicative of the caliber and 

skills of the 84 men and women 

who proudly serve with Lane Fire 

Authority. 
 

Please read the article, Home 

Wildfire Safety, carefully.  No 

matter whether you live in an 

urban, suburban or rural area, there 

are key things you can do to help 

reduce the chance of fire damaging 

your home and property. Last 

summer’s destructive fires that 

swept through western Oregon and 

northern California are a reminder 

that with the right conditions, 

among them dry and windy 

weather, fire can sweep through 

both residential and rural areas.  

While response can be relatively 

rapid in areas near stations staffed 

round-the-clock, in rural areas it 

can take considerable time for 

apparatus and crews to arrive.  

Creating defensible spaces around 

structures helps slow encroaching 

fires and gives time for fire 

personnel to arrive and set up 

defensive measures.  
 

You will find a variety of other 

articles I hope you will find useful 

and interesting.  Among them is 

the continuation of the history of 

Lane Fire Authority written by 

Fred Scalise.  Dr. Scalise is a long-

time volunteer who began with 

Lane County Fire District One.  

Each of his articles details the 

creation of one of the fire districts 

that now are part of Lane Fire 

Authority.  Dr. Scalise’s articles 

are a reminder that we’ve come a 

long way from the early years 

when fire districts had to hold 

rummage sales, community 

breakfasts, and raffles to raise 

money for equipment.  Their 

apparatus was often surplus, well-

used equipment from the military 

and large city fire departments. As 

the population grew in each of 

these fire districts, the demands 

and expectations of adequate fire 

and medical response also 

increased, leading to the creation 

of taxing districts and the 

acquisition of better equipment. 
 

I am honored to be your Fire Chief 

and pledge to you that everyone on 

this department is “Dedicated to 

Service” no matter whether it 

involves emergencies, education 

programs, or community service. 
 

- Dale Borland 

 
 

Lane Fire Authority is 

Asking Voter Support for  

Ballot Measure 20-320 
 

On the May 2021 ballot, voters in 

Lane Fire Authority are being 

asked to support a a levy of 35 

cents per thousand of assessed 

property valuation.  Why is Lane 

Fire Authority asking for support 

of Ballot Measure 20-320?   The 

Fire District’s call volume 

continues to increase, and LFA 

needs adequate personnel at its 

main stations, located in Veneta 

and on Prairie Road, to be able to 

respond to calls twenty-four hours 

a day, seven days a week.   
 

While Lane Fire Authority has well 

trained volunteers, the total number 

has been gradually decreasing.  

This is a product of both a 

reduction in the number of new 

recruits who are able to devote the 

necessary time for training and the 

steady increase of requirements 

Featured in this issue of  

Flash Point: 

 

- Information on LFA’s Ballot 

Measure 20-320 

- Protect your home and 

property by creating a 

“Defensible Space.” 

- Celebrating the 

accomplishments of LFA’s 

Firefighters and EMTs. 



imposed by state and federal 

regulations.  (Lest the reader 

interprets these requirements as 

unreasonable or unworkable, they 

are a critical part of the effort to 

reduce the frequency of injury and 

death in a hazardous occupation).  

In addition, our district is large, 

totaling 280 square miles.  Two-

hundred of those square miles is 

covered by the Veneta station, 

including the communities and 

rural areas around Alderwood, 

Crow, Elmira, Franklin, Fox 

Hollow/McBeth, Noti, Spencer 

Creek, Veneta and Walton.  

Having a crew available 24 hours a 

day, seven days a week is critical 

to meeting the emergency needs of 

those District’s residents. 
 

In November of 2020, we 

unsuccessfully placed a levy 

request on the ballot asking the 

District’s voters to support a 

property tax increase of 50 cents 

per thousand of assessed valuation.  

While this amount would have 

made it possible for Lane Fire 

Authority to ensure full-time crews 

at the Veneta and Prairie Road 

stations, upgrade aging equipment 

(many of our fire engines and 

tenders are over twenty years old), 

and build up our cash reserves, we 

came to realize that in the current 

economic climate this was more 

than our voters were willing to 

support.  Consequently, we have 

reduced our request by 15 cents.  

With this amount, we will still be 

able to staff our Veneta and Prairie 

Road stations twenty-four hours a 

day. However, we will not be able 

to upgrade much of our aging 

apparatus. (One helpful note: We 

received a grant from FEMA to 

purchase a new fire engine for our 

Prairie Road station. This grant 

award was made possible because 

we serve a major industrial area to 

the north of Eugene.). 
 

If we are unsuccessful in securing 

a 35 cents per thousand levy, we 

will be unable to adequately staff 

our Veneta station and likely have 

to make cuts in our current paid 

staff, further affecting our response 

capabilities. 
 

As our voters consider whether to 

support this request for a levy 

increase, it is important to note that 

Lane Fire Authority does not 

receive funding from the 

government agency of Lane 

County.  Nor do we receive 

funding from the City of Veneta, 

though it is part of our coverage 

area.  At times our name has 

confused our patrons because 

“Lane” is the first part of our 

name.   Lane Fire Authority is one 

of 16 separate special districts in 

Lane County (many are rural fire 

districts), each is an independent 

taxing agent. 
 

Protecting Your Home 

and Property from 

Wildland and Urban Fires 

With the arrival of summer, it is 

once again time for everyone living 

within the boundaries of Lane Fire 

Authority to review the precautions 

that need to be taken to protect 

lives, homes and property from 

wildland and home fires.  The 

devastating fires last summer and 

fall in western Oregon and 

northern California are a reminder 

that no one is immune from fire no 

matter whether you live in an 

urban or rural setting.   
 

Below is a map of the major 

wildland fires in Oregon in 2020.  

It is important to note that these 

fires burned through residential 

urban areas.  Thousands of homes 

and forested areas and thousands of 

homes were lost.  The fires were 

often related to dry and windy 

conditions compounded by lack of 

access and/or the presence of 

defensible spaces. 
 

While you can never totally 

eliminate the threat of fire, there 

are steps that you can take to 

reduce the danger and the 

associated catastrophic loss that 

others have experienced. The 

following items are prevention and 

protection ideas gleaned from a 

variety of local, state and national 

firefighting and fire-prevention 

agencies including the Oregon 

Department of Forestry and Cal-

Fire.  The key? Can your house 

survive a wildfire until or without 

the fire department? 
 

 First and foremost, develop a 

plan of escape from your home in 

the event of any type of fire.  
 

-Do you have working smoke 

detectors in all the key areas in 

your home? 
 

-Have you identified escape routes 

from your home and a safe place 

away from the fire for all family 

members to meet once outside? 
 

-Are your windows no more than 

four feet above floor level and 

when open, is the opening no less 

than 22 inches by 22 inches? 
 

-Do you have at least two exits out 

of your house?  If your home is 

two-story, is there a way for your 

to escape from the second floor 

other than the interior stairway (if 

not, consider purchasing an escape 

ladder). 
  

-Make sure your address is clearly 

visible from the road.  Weeds, 

brush and tree limbs should be 

trimmed away, so that the address 

marker can be easily seen.  If your 

address marker is missing or 

damaged, please call LFA at (541) 

935-2226, to arrange for an 

installation or repair.  There is no 

charge for this service. 
  

-The driveway to your home and 

structures must be at least 12 feet 

wide with 2-foot margins on each 



side. Private roads must be at least 

20 feet wide. Overhanging limbs 

and other vegetation should be 

cleared away. 

 

-Vegetation and trees around your 

house and other buildings can be a 

quick and devastating way for fire 

to spread to your home.  The key to 

dealing with vegetation around 

your home and creating a 

“defensible space” is to remember 

the “Three R’s:  Removal 

(elimination of entire plants, trees 

and shrubs), Reduction (removal of 

limbs, leaves and debris), and 

Replacement (replacing removed 

plants and trees with less 

flammable, well-spaced vegetation, 

such as a flower bed.)  
 

To create a barrier of protection or 

a “Defensible Space:” 
 

  Trim tree branches so they don’t 

hang over any portion of your 

home. 
 

  Evergreens in particular should 

have their branches trimmed at 

least 15 feet above the ground.   
 

  Any portion of a tree or other 

vegetation within ten feet of any 

chimney or stove pipe should be 

removed.   
 

  Remove brush and other things 

that burn easily from at least 30 

feet around your house and other 

buildings and at least 100 feet on 

the down hill side (Note: The 

steeper the slope, the greater the 

distance that should be cleared 

beyond 100 feet.). 
 

  Make sure that vegetation 

around power lines has been 

cleared.  (Note: This must be done 

with extreme caution.  Consult 

your local power company. They 

may provide this service and can 

also give important advice.) 

 

  Clean your roof and rain gutters, 

removing all accumulated debris 

including needles, leaves, moss, 

and other flammable material.   
 

  Stack and store your firewood at 

least 30 to 100 feet from your 

home and if applicable, on the 

upslope side. 
 

  Remove combustible materials 

and debris that have accumulated 

under decks and terraces. 
 

  Block off all open spaces under 

your deck with solid sheeting or 

fine-mesh wire (no larger than 1/8th 

inch).  In the event of a wildland 

fire, this will prevent embers from 

blowing under the deck. 
 

  Also use fine-mesh wire to cover 

exterior attic and under-floor vents.  

If possible, do the same with barns, 

implement buildings and other 

structures on your property. 
 

  If you live in a manufactured 

home, make sure that the skirting 

around the base is totally intact, 

with no openings. 
 

  If your home is on stilts or there 

are open spaces under your home, 

encase all of this area using 

sheeting. 
 

  Place a flue-cap or mesh screen 

(not to exceed ½ inch) on your 

chimney or stove pipe.  This 

precaution will reduce the chances 

that a fire in your own fireplace or 

stove will send hot embers onto 

your roof. 
 

  Clean your chimney or stovepipe 

at least once a year to remove 

creosote buildup.  Do it more 

frequently if you have to burn wet 

wood.  This will reduce the 

chances of having a flue fire. 
 

   Install nonflammable shutters 

that can be closed over your 

windows in the event of a wildland 

fire. 
 

  When replacing or installing 

drapes, consider using fire-resistant 

materials. An approaching 

wildland fire puts out a tremendous 

amount of radiant heat.  Pulled 

drapes or curtains can reduce the 

amount of heat transferred to the 

interior of a home. 
 

  If you have a wooden shingle or 

shake roof, consider replacing it 

with metal, lightweight cement, 

tile, or Class-A asphalt shingles. 
 

  Install spark arresters on small 

engines and equipment.  Every 

year we get calls to extinguish 

brush fires started by machinery. 
 

  Don’t attach a wooden fence to 

your home.  Instead, if a fence 

must be attached to the house, use 

some type of metal or decorative 

iron for the last 10 to 20 feet. 
 

  If you have a large-volume 

source of water on your property, 

such as a pond or swimming pool, 

is it accessible to fire apparatus?  

Fire vehicles with pumps often 

have the capability to “draft” 

(draw) water, but the source must 

be close to a road and no lower 

than 15 feet in elevation. 
 

  Maintain a cache of tools that 

can be used to fight a small brush 

fire, including shovels, rakes and at 

least 100 feet of garden hose that is 

attached to a working water source. 
 

  Consider setting up a sprinkler 

system around the outside of your 

house that can be used to wet the 

surrounding area.  Also consider 

setting up a sprinkler system on 

your roof. 
 

 Once you have cleared a 

defensible space around your home 

and other buildings, landscape with 

vegetation that is spaced so that 

fire cannot be carried to the 

structures.  Consider plantings that 

are drought and fire resistant.  

Local nurseries and the Oregon 

Extension Service  

(http://extension.oregonstate.edu/) 

can be helpful in making 

suggestions on what to plant. 
 

  Dispose of stove and fireplace 

ashes and charcoal briquettes only 

after soaking them in a metal pail 

of water. 
 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/


  Store gasoline and other 

flammable liquids in approved 

containers and place them away 

from occupied buildings. 
 

  Propane tanks should be far 

enough away from buildings so 

that the supply valves can be shut 

off in case of fire.  Keep the area 

around the tank cleared of 

combustible vegetation. 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Western Lane District 

Oregon Department of Forestry  

Fire Restrictions - 2021 
 

As we move into the summer 

months you will see throughout the 

rural regions of Lane Fire 

Authority yellow signs stating Fire 

Restrictions.  They are posted by 

the Western Lane Forest Protection 

District and are designed to notify 

the general public that there are 

activity restrictions based on the 

fire danger level. The chart to the 

right, issued by the Oregon 

Department of Forestry, is your 

guide to what activities are 

permitted based on the Fire 

Danger Level.   The easiest and 

quickest way to determine the 

Danger throughout the fire season, 

is to go to Lane Fire Authority’s 

website (www.lanefire.org) which 

lists the current fire danger level. 
 

 

Can I Have a Campfire 

During   the Summer 

Months? 
 

During the summer months we 

frequently get telephone calls 

asking if a resident living in the 

areas covered by Lane Fire 

Authority can have a 

camping/warming fire on their 

property - - particularly once 

backyard burning is banned and the 

Fire Restrictions rules go into 

effect. Because our fire district 

covers urban, suburban and rural 

areas, the regulations on campfires 

are based on where you live.   
 

Those living in all rural areas 

outside the cities of Eugene and 

Veneta are subject to the rules 

established by the Oregon 

Department of Forestry.  If you 

live in this area, please refer to the 

Fire Danger Level chart published 

below. It states:  Campfires, 

including charcoal fires, cooking 

fires, and warming fires are 

restricted.  When allowed, a shovel 

and water source or 2 ½ pound or 

larger fire extinguisher must be 

readily available.  Portable 

cooking stoves using liquefied or 

bottled fuels are allowed at all 

times.  “Designated Locations” 

mean the permitted fires are on the 

property of the legal occupancy of 

that property or in designated 

recreational areas (such as parks, 

recreational campsites, and 

campgrounds) and the fire is in a 

designated fire ring.  A fire ring 

should be no larger than 36” across 

with additional clearing or space or 

green grass that has been mowed 

short.  These types of fires can be 

initiated at any time of the year 

providing there is not a ban on 

fires. Woody yard trimmings 

leaves and grass clippings shall not 

be burned. 
 

If you live in the city of Eugene:  
 

Recreational (camp) fires are 

prohibited by city ordinance. You 

are allowed to cook outdoors using 

briquette and propane barbeques. 
 

If you live in the city of Veneta: 
 

Veneta is subject to the Oregon 

Fire Code which states:  
 

● Recreational fires shall not be 

conducted within 25 feet of a 

structure or combustible material. 

Conditions which could cause a 

fire to spread within 25 feet of a 

structure shall be eliminated prior 

to ignition. 
 

 ● Bonfires shall not be conducted 

within 50 feet of a structure or 

combustible material unless the 

fire is contained in a barbecue pit. 

Conditions which could cause a 

fire to spread within 50 feet of a 

http://www.lanefire.org/


structure shall be eliminated prior 

to ignition. 
 

● Portable outside fireplaces shall 

be used in accordance with 

manufacture's instructions and 

shall not be operated within 15 

feet of a structure or combustible 

material. 
 

● Open burning, bonfires, 

recreational fires and use of 

portable outdoor fireplaces shall 

be constantly attended until the 

fire is extinguished. A minimum 

of one portable fire extinguisher 

complying with a minimum 4-A 

rating or other approved on-site 

fire-extinguishing equipment, 

such as dirt, sand, water barrel, 

garden hose or water truck, shall 

be available for immediate 

utilization. 
 

If you have questions, please call 

Western Lane ODF (541) 935-

2283 and/or refer to Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane. 

 

Elmira-Noti Rural Fire 

Protection District 
 

by Fred Scalise, LFA Historian 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This article is the fourth in a series on 

the history of the former fire districts 

that make up Lane Fire Authority. 
 

The area west of the confluence of 

Baker Creek and Long Tom River, 

including a portion of the new eastside 

military road (Territorial Road), was 

settled by Isaac Duckworth in 1851.  In 

the 1870s, Mr. Duckworth began selling 

and leasing portions of his land claim, 

which resulted in the creation of a small 

settlement (known as Duckworth 

Landing) along Territorial Road, just 

north of Long Tom River. 
 

The first business, Byron Ellmaker’s 

blacksmith shop, opened in 1880 (the 

shop was located on a site that today is 

occupied by the Elmira Post Office and 

the former Elmira Family Store).  Mr. 

Ellmaker became the local postmaster in 

1884, and had the name of the town 

changed to Elmira that same year. 
 

In 1892, Thomas Duckworth, son of 

Isaac, platted 25 lots located between 

present-day Territorial Road, Jefferson 

Street, Horn Road, and Fountain Road 

as the “Townsite of Elmira”.  By 1896, 

the town was at the crossroads of two 

significant stagecoach lines (the line 

running between Portland and 

California, and a recently-opened line 

between Eugene and Mapleton), and 

quickly began to grow.  By 1910, 

Elmira was home to three stores, a 

stagecoach stop (livery and rooms), 

three blacksmith shops, two churches, 

two sawmills, a public grade school, and 

a public high school. 
 

Elmira’s preeminence as a commercial 

center ended in 1913 when the railroad 

bypassed the town, going through 

Veneta instead.  Despite this setback, 

the little town prospered right through 

the 1950s and into the 1960s.  In 1960, 

the town supported three stores, three 

gasoline stations, an elementary school, 

a regional middle school, and a regional 

high school.  But what Elmira didn’t 

have was a fire department. 
 

In 1862, James P. Chesher settled on 

600 acres about 6 miles to the west of 

present-day Elmira, and built a house 

between Elk Creek and Noti Creek, just 

west of where they met and created the 

Long Tom River.  The settlement 

known as “Chesher”, complete with a 

post office and school, was established 

by 1875.   
 

With a railroad line from Eugene to the 

coast proposed to run through the 

Chesher area, Earl and Edna Parsons 

divided their land holdings in the area 

into lots and streets, platting the town of 

Portola in 1908.  The Portola Inn and 

the Suttle & Rapp general merchandise 

store were the first commercial ventures 

opened in the town in 1911. A sawmill 

to provide ties for the advancing 

railroad was established in the town in 

1912.  A post office, called Noti, was 

opened in the Suttle store in 1913, and 

that became the official name for the 

town thereafter. 
 

By the late 1930s, Noti was a thriving, 

relatively self-sufficient little town with 

two significant lumber mills, a general 

store, grocery store, two gasoline 

stations, a hotel, tavern, two barber 

shops, a restaurant, dance hall, and a 

grade school.  But, like many other rural 

towns, Noti did not have a fire 

department.  

 

Prior to the mid-1960s, the Western 

Lane Fire Patrol (a cooperative funded 

by major timberland owners) was the 

primary source for fire protection in the 

rural areas west of Eugene.  However, 

the Patrol’s primary duty was to protect 

forest lands, and they were neither 

trained nor equipped to effectively fight 

structure fires.  A nearby fire district 

would sometimes send assistance, but 

response was often not timely, and was 

never guaranteed.  When fires did occur, 

they had the potential to be devastating - 

like the one that permanently shuttered 

Noti’s largest employer when the 

Forcia-Larsen lumber mill burned to the 

ground in 1946.  It was a simple fact of 

life back then: when someone’s house 

caught fire, it usually burned to the 

ground; if the fire occurred overnight, 

someone often died. 
 

A “super” fire district, which would 

have included the Elmira and Noti 

areas, was proposed and discussed in 

1948 through 1951.  Practical, political, 

and financial road-blocks derailed the 

effort.  There was an attempt to form an 

Elmira and Noti fire department in 1962 

and 1963, but lack of support and 

funding resulted in this effort also 

failing.  It took a tragedy to motivate 

residents of Elmira and Noti to finally 

support the creation and funding of a 

locally-controlled fire protection 

district. 
 

Over the Christmas school break in 

1965, a cabin housing a family of five at 

Star Camp, just west of Noti, caught fire 

in the middle of a very cold night.  The 

mother and father, along with an infant, 

initially escaped from the flames, but 

twin sisters were trapped inside.  The 

father raced back into the burning house 

in a desperate but fatal attempt to rescue 

his daughters.  State Police officers, 

along with a Western Lane crew on a 

fire engine that was incapacitated by 

water frozen in its pump, arrived at the 

scene but could only watch helplessly 

with the young mother as the cabin 

burned to the ground.  A fire engine 

from Veneta eventually arrived, but 

only in time to extinguish the 

smoldering remains of the house. 

 

A drive to create a local fire district was 

already underway in 1965.  At the time 

that the tragic Star Camp fire occurred, 

volunteers had already been canvassing 

the Elmira and Noti areas to gather 

petition signatures and donations in 

support of forming a new district.  In 

response to the Star Camp fire, local 

http://www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane.%20/Please


residents in March 1966 voted 193 - 6  

in favor of creating and funding the 

Elmira-Noti Rural Fire Protection 

District.  The District boundaries were 

to be Lane Rural FPD to the north 

(Lawrence and Butler Road areas), Fern 

Ridge Reservoir to the east, Veneta 

RFPD to the south, and the Noti area 

(west of Poodle Creek Road and to the 

base of Badger Mountain) to the west.  

The new Board of Directors appointed 

James Rogers to be fire chief, and Irish 

Forte to be the District’s dispatcher.  

Fourteen local men initially volunteered 

to serve on the new department, and 

began training and drilling to learn the 

art of fighting fire. 
 

Voting to form a fire district, and 

creating a functional fire department, 

are two different things.  In March 

1966, the Elmira-Noti RFPD had no fire 

apparatus, no fire station, less than 

$2,000 in the bank, and almost 9 months 

to wait until tax funds ($6,818) were 

disbursed.  The District signed a $2,250 

note against future tax revenue to buy a 

1946 Mack fire engine from the 

Parkrose fire district (northeast 

Portland) in April, and soon thereafter 

used funds on-hand to buy a 1941 

International fire engine from a private 

party in Monmouth for $375.  For lack 

of a fire station, both engines were 

parked in the driveway of board-

member Wade Leroy (Roy) Richmond’s 

house on Warthen Road.  A fund-raising 

dinner was held at Elmira Elementary 

School in July 1966, and the fire 

district’s women’s auxiliary held a 

rummage sale in October, to raise 

money to buy turnout coats and other 

necessary firefighting equipment.  

Meantime, donation cans were set out at 

local businesses to raise money to buy 

concrete blocks with which to build a 

fire station. 

 

Elmira-Noti RFPD’s first response 

proved to be a somewhat embarrassing 

learning experience.  On the morning of 

Sunday, August 14, 1966, a mutual aid 

request was received for two large 

chicken houses and a barn on fire off the 

east end of Perkins Road in Veneta.  

The eager but inexperienced, 

minimally-trained, and poorly equipped 

Elmira-Noti volunteers headed off on 

their Mack fire engine, and made it 

down Territorial Road to just north of 

Perkins Road where the truck died.  

Someone had siphoned the gasoline out 

of the fuel tank while the fire engine sat 

next to Roy Richmond’s house.  A state 

trooper towed the disabled fire engine 

the rest of the way to the fire scene 

(about 2 miles), burning up the clutch of 

his patrol car in the process.  The truck 

was refueled with gasoline provided by 

Veneta RFPD volunteers, but it still 

wouldn’t start… without the motor 

running, the emergency lights had 

drained-down the battery.  Elmira-Noti 

volunteers finally got to put water on 

their first fire when a local resident gave 

the fire engine a jump-start.  After that 

day, the two fire engines were, for 

security, parked inside the school 

district’s fenced school bus yard. 
 

Work on the District’s first fire station, 

located on Fountain Road between Horn 

Road and Warthen Road, began in late 

1966.  Volunteer labor, donated 

building materials, and community 

contributions resulted in a two-story, 

three bay, concrete block and wood fire 

hall that was completed in 1967 for 

significantly less than the originally-

estimated $12,800.  A dinner and 

auction held at the Noti Grade School in 

May 1967 netted $1,139.63 to be used 

towards construction of a fire station in 

Noti.  Again with volunteer labor, 

donated materials, and community 

support, a three bay, concrete block and 

wood station was built on Fir Street in 

Noti in the summer of 1968.   
 

In 1971, Swanson Bros. Lumber 

Company donated a 1960 1-ton 

Chevrolet panel truck to the fire district 

to be used as a crash and rescue truck.  

An agreement to provide mutual aid 

assistance to the then-private Walton 

Volunteer Fire Department was entered 

into in August 1976.  To provide better 

response coverage for the northern 

portion of the District, a 2 bay, metal 

clad wood-framed station was 

constructed on Butler Road, just above 

Sheffler Road, in 1978. 
 

In April 1978, local voters approved a 

serial levy of $ 15,000 for the District to 

hire a station and equipment 

maintenance man.  Roy Richmond was 

hired for the job, which also ended up 

including duty as the District’s first paid 

fire chief. 
 

Both the 1941 International fire engine, 

and the 1960 Chevrolet rescue truck, 

were retired sometime between 1975 

and 1978.  In 1979, the District had 

three fire stations and the following 

apparatus: 
 

1946 Mack fire engine 

1943 Mack water tender 

1952 GMC GI-chassis brush engine / 

 water tender   

1954 Ford water tender 

1972 International ¾-ton “mini-

pumper” 

1974 Ford ¾-ton pickup truck (light 

 brush engine) 

1974 Mack diesel fire engine (bought 

new  in August 1974, for Noti 

station)   

1977 Mack diesel fire engine 
 

Some newer water tenders and brush 

engines were added to, and the oldest 

units retired from, the fleet between 

1979 and 1987.  
 

Funding was always an issue for rural 

volunteer fire departments.  In 1966, 

Elmira-Noti RFPD had an annual 

operating budget of $ 6,818.  By 1970, 

the budget had increased to $18,321.  In 

1976, voters narrowly approved tax 

increases that pushed the annual budget 

from $21,800 to $39,500 (with a new 

tax rate of $ 1.71 per $1,000 of assessed 

property value).  New regulations, 

minimum specifications for apparatus, 

and training requirements implemented 

by governmental agencies and insurance 

rating organizations (ratings used to 

determine homeowner insurance 

premiums) in the 1980s made it 

increasingly difficult for a small 

department like Elmira-Noti to continue 

operating on a shoestring budget.  And 

voters were generally not amenable to 

raising taxes. 
 

Faced with the possibility of being 

seriously downgraded at the next 

insurance rating inspection, Elmira-Noti 

RFPD explored the possibility of 

merging with its larger neighbor to the 

north, Lane Rural Fire Protection 

district No. 1, in the summer of 1986.  

The merger would have increased 

Elmira-Noti’s  tax base, provided access 

to better equipment and training, and 

improved its insurance rating.  However 

local residents were not happy at the 

prospect of paying significantly higher 



taxes and losing control of their local 

fire department, and the idea was tabled. 
 

A new Ford fire engine that had been 

designed and built specifically for use in 

the Butler and Sheffler Road area was 

delivered to Butler Station, replacing the 

1946 Mack engine, in early 1988.  
 

A series of arson fires destroyed a 

number of structures in December 1987 

and January 1988, and stretched Elmira-

Noti RFPD’s response capabilities to 

the limit.  The closely-spaced string of 

major fires harshly underscored the fact 

that much of the District’s fleet of 

apparatus was outdated and inadequate, 

and that substantial capital 

improvements were going to be 

required.  To meet these critical needs, 

the Board of Directors went to the 

voters in May 1988, requesting that the 

annual operating budget be raised to 

$150,390, with a tax rate increase from 

$1.71 to $2.50 per $1,000 of assessed 

value.  The measure was soundly 

defeated, sending the District into 

turmoil.  To keep the fire department 

functioning, the Board entered into an 

intergovernmental agreement with 

Veneta RFPD, handing administrative 

duties for the Elmira-Noti district over 

to Veneta’s Chief Dale Kamrath in July 

1988. 
 

Faced with a budget shortfall 

approaching a half million dollars in 

early 1989, it was clear that Elmira-Noti 

RFPD could no longer survive on its 

own.  The District formally merged with 

Veneta RFPD in June 1989, forming the 

Fernridge Rural Fire Protection District 

that was headquartered at the fire station 

located at Fifth and McCutcheon Streets 

in Veneta.  
 

Elmira-Noti RFPD proudly and capably 

served its local community for 23 years, 

successfully responding to many 

significant and challenging emergency 

incidents including:   
 

February 1969 - the fire that destroyed 

the Roth market and service station on 

Territorial Road (located across the 

street and a little to the south of  the 

present-day Elmira post office) 
 

June 1972 - mutual aid to the fire that 

destroyed most of Veneta Elementary 

School 
 

January 1974 - mutual aid to the fire 

that destroyed the gymnasium at Veneta 

Elementary School. 
 

January 1988 - the arson fire that 

destroyed the gymnasium building at 

Noti  Elementary School. 

 

Walton RFPD merged into Fernridge 

RFPD in 1993.  In 1995, Crow Valley 

RFPD merged with the Fernridge 

district to create Lane County Fire 

District No. 1.  Lane County Fire 

District No. 1 and Lane Rural Fire / 

Rescue completed a functional 

consolidation as of July 1, 2012, and 

now operate together as the Lane Fire 

Authority, providing firefighting, 

rescue, and emergency medical services 

to almost 300 square miles of territory 

located to the west, southwest, and 

northwest of Eugene... ironically, almost 

the same area as the “super” district that 

was first proposed in 1948. 

 

Fire Chiefs:  Elmira-Noti Rural Fire 

Protection District  (1966 – 1989) 
 

Name         Dates of Service

   

James Rogers  1966  -  1969 
 

Elmer (Bud) Pancake 1969  -  1971 
 

Tony Forte  1972  -  1974 
 

Greg Richmond  1974  -  1975 
 

Roger Dorsey  1976  -  1977 
 

Larry Marshall  1977  -  1979 
 

Wade Leroy (Roy)  

    Richmond  1979  -  1988 
 

Dale Kamrath  1988  -  1989 

      (Veneta RFPD) 

 

    ****** 

Historical information and assistance 

provided by the following individuals:  

Bob Buckridge, Greg H. Williams, and 

Steve Strain. 
 

See something we got wrong?  Have 

information or photographs that you 

would be willing to share?  Let us 

know.  Contact Fred Scalise at 

omnicon_envir@hotmail.com  

 

Honoring Our Members for 

their Contributions in 2020 
 

 

 
 

Beginning on Saturday, April 17, 

2021 and in small groups, Lane 

Fire Authority celebrated the 

promotions and contributions to 

service made by its members for 

the year 2020.  Because of COVID 

restrictions, our annual Awards 

Banquet was cancelled and 

recognition was limited to 

remotely watching the 

department’s annual Year in 

Review video and gathering in 

small groups, often attended by 

Chiefs Dale Borland and Randy 

Wood, where individual members 

were recognized for their 

contributions in the year 2020. If 

you would like to watch LFA’s 

2020 Year in Review video, it is 

available on Youtube via the 

following link: 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v

=hCyxXaYepos&t=608s 
 

Below is a list of the LFA 

members who were recognized 

for their accomplishments in 

2020: 
  

Fire Chief: Acting Fire Chief Dale 

Borland was formally hired as Fire 

Chief of Lane Fire Authority. 
 

Promoted to the Rank of 

Firefighter: Chad Conway, 

Brandon Hart, Taylor Hensley, 

Ryan Holmes, Micaela Ransom, 

Matthew Trabosh, Jose Vasquez-

Farfan 
 

Promoted to the rank of Engineer: 

Katy Garcia, Bill Potterf 
 

Retirement from Firefighting:  

Stan Turner, Captain/EMT-I  

 

EMT Basic: Hayden Banks, Bee 

Brush, Violet Douglass, Thomas 

Gish, Brandon Hart, Daniel Kemp, 

Mikah Reed, Justin Troup, Joseph 

Vasquez-Farfan. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCyxXaYepos&t=608s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=hCyxXaYepos&t=608s


 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

Three years: Palmer Deedon, 

Violet Douglass, Brandon Hart, 

Bailey Hill, Kyle Johnnson, Blake 

Montague, Patrick Summerfield, 

Matt Trabosh, Tim Whiteaker 
 

Five years: Ben Adams, Russ 

Sirotek (Santa Clara Board 

member) 
 

Ten Years:  (In 2020 all members 

either had less than ten years of 

service, or more than ten years). 

 

Fifteen Years: Bill Clendenen 

(LFA Board member), Jon Jasper, 

Tressa Miller, Brian Seymour, 

Mike Speiser, Sue West 
 

Twenty Years: (In 2020, members 

either had less than twenty years of 

service, or more than twenty years) 
 

Twenty-Five Years:  
Cheryl Hunter, Stan Turner 
 

Thirty Years: John Maxwell 
 

Thirty-Five Years: Michael 

Thompson 

 

     Special Recognition 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Rookie of the Year: Thomas Gish 
 

North Battalion Firefighter of the 

Year: Matt Trabosh 
 

Central/South Battalion 

Firefighter of the Year:  Joseph 

Vasquez-Farfan 
 

Officer of the Year: Katy Johnson 
 

EMS Provider of the Year: Tim 

Whiteaker  

 

 

Honor and Service Wall  

 

Recognizing members who have 

twenty or more years of service as 

a member of Lane Fire Authority 

and its historical affiliates. 

 

 
 

Tom Bruvold – Engineer 

 1998 to 2019 
 

Don Culy – Lieutenant 

1999 to 2019 

 

Memorial Wall 

 

Honoring firefighters who were 

members of LFA or one of its 

historical affiliates at the time of 

their death. 
 

 
 
 

Allen Jenkins – Firefighter – 

Fourteen Years of Service: 2001 to 

2015 
 

Ross Stang – Firefighter –  

Four Years of Service: 2009 to 

2013 
 
 

Meet LFA’s Office Staff & 

Board Members 

 

 
 

LFA’s History of Calls 

in 2020 
 

We were dispatched on 5,907calls 

in 2020.   
 

We responded to a wide variety of 

incidents:  medical, motor vehicle 

collisions, fires, public assistance, 

etc. 
 

During last year’s historic fire 

season LFA sent crews to assist on 

a number of major incidents.  In 

Oregon: the White River Fire in 

August and the Holiday Farm Fire 

in September.  In California, the 

Glass Fire (Oct. 4 to 8) and the 

August Complex (Oct. 9 to 15). 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

LFA’s Emergency Calls 
January 1 to April 27, 2021:  

1,186 
____________________________ 

 
 

 
 
 
 
   
 
 

Flash Point is published semi-

annually by Lane Fire Authority.  

Visit our website www.lanefire.org.  

Please direct comments and questions 

to the Editor, Stan Turner, by calling 

(541) 935-2226 or by sending written 

comments to Lane Fire Authority, 

P.O. Box 275, Veneta, OR. 

 

 
97487. 
 


