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Welcome to the 

Spring/Summer Edition of 

Flash Point 
A Message from Capt. Stan Turner, Editor 

 
Flash Point is 

pleased to welcome 

Santa Clara Fire 

District to the Lane 

Fire Authority family. 

Santa Clara will 

officially “functionally consolidate” 

with LFA effective July 1 of this year.  

Please see the article in this edition of 

Flash Point by Santa Clara’s chief, 

Randy Wood (who will become LFA’s 

Assistant Chief over training, 

maintenance, and prevention). Chief 

Wood addresses the reasons for the 

consolidation.  In an era when it is 

increasingly difficult for small fire 

departments to maintain adequate 

staffing, joining with larger 

organizations is a statewide trend and 

enables departments to share equipment 

and manpower.   

 

Also in this edition of Flash Point you 

will be seeing a number of articles on 

summer safety and protecting your 

home and loved ones from the 

devastating impact of summer fires.  

Our frequently wet winters and green 

wooded neighborhoods can lull us into a 

false sense of security and lead us to 

believe that the devastating fires in other 

regions of Oregon and in California 

can’t happen here.  Yet, there is no 

question that the right conditions of hot, 

dry weather coupled with moderate to 

strong winds can lead to a fire that can 

sweep through grass and forest lands, 

even entire neighborhoods, leaving 

behind total destruction.  The intent of 

these articles is to give you the tools 

associated with both prevention and 

preparedness.  If we come through a 

season with no major fires, we can 

collectively give a sigh of relief and 

have the satisfied knowledge we were 

prepared.  If the unthinkable happens, 

then we have in place the means to do 

the very best we can to protect our 

patrons, loved ones and property. 

 

You will also find news on the 

accomplishments and recognition of our 

members.  We are a family of dedicated 

and skilled individuals, volunteers and 

paid staff alike.  Have a look at who we 

are and what we’ve done.  There’s a lot 

of which to be proud.  And keep in 

mind, you, the reader, are invited to 

investigate becoming a member of Lane 

Fire Authority.  The reward is giving 

back to your community. 

 

Finally, you will find an article by LFA 

member Dr. Fred Scalise on the history 

of Emergency Medical Services.  Fred’s 

extensive article is divided into two 

parts, the second to be published in the 

Fall/Winter edition of Flash Point. 

____________________________ 

 

 

 

 

Remember:  Burn 

Season Ends On or 

Before June 15, 2018 

 

 
It is time for our annual reminder.  If 

you are legally permitted to burn woody 

yard debris on your property, the season 

ends on or before June 15, 2018.  Prior 

to that date, you will need to have a burn 

permit in your possession (copies are 

available on the front door of all of our 

stations) and you will need to contact 

Lane Regional Air Protection Agency to 

make sure it is a burn day or learn that 

the burn season has been curtailed early 

because of changes in the weather.   

 

Once burn season ends, you may not 

burn debris.  Please respect the closure 

of the burn season. The fines for 

disregarding a closure can be 

substantial. The only exception to 

burning are individuals who have 

agricultural burn permits. 

 

Special notes: It is never legal to use a 

burn barrel. Further, as of Sept. 12, 

2017, the burning of woody yard 

trimmings and leaves is not allowed at 

any time within the city limits of Eugene 

and Veneta. 

____________________________ 
 

 

2018 

 

(Note: We repeat the following article 

annually to help our patrons prepare 

for our dry summer months. It is 

suggested that you post this article in a 

prominent location as a handy 

reminder on what you can do to 

minimize the summer fire danger 

around your home.) 

 

A large majority of the homes in our fire 

district, both in urban and rural settings, 

are in moderate to heavily forested 

areas. Consequently, no matter where 

you live, with the approach of the drier 

summer and fall months, it is once again 

time to take inventory of your 

preparedness for the possibility of a 

wildland fire threatening your home and 

property.  Below is our annual checklist.  

PLEASE take a few moments to read it 

carefully.  We offer more in-depth 

information on wildland fire protection 

at our main station on Territorial 

Highway in Veneta (541-935-2226). 

You can also get detailed information 

from the Oregon Department of 

Forestry, Western Lane District, located 

two blocks south of our main station on 

Territorial Road (541-935-2283).   

 

Featured in this issue of  

Flash Point: 
- End of burn season on or before 

June 15. 

- Summer Safety checklist 

- Message from the Chief of Santa 

Clara Fire District. 

- Fire Restriction information 

from Oregon Dept. of Forestry. 

- Campfire regulations. 

- Protecting your home from 

wildfires. 

-  
 

 

 



As you review this check list, keep in 

mind that many of the items apply year-

round.  At the end of this list is a series 

of emergency scenarios to test your 

preparedness - read them and see how 

prepared you are. 

 

Safety Check List 

 

___ Is your address clearly visible from 

both sides of the road?  

 

___ Is the driveway/road to your home 

and other structures accessible for fire 

equipment?  The driveway to your home 

and other structures must be at least 12 

feet wide with 2-foot margins on each 

side. Private roads must be at least 20 

feet wide, have 13 ½ feet of height 

clearance, and negotiable curves and 

adequate room for turning emergency 

vehicles around.  

 

___ Do you have trees with branches 

that hang over any portion of your house 

or other structures (barns, outbuildings, 

etc.)?  Remove the overhanging limbs, 

thin trees, prune their lower limbs to 15 

feet above the ground and thin the trees 

or remove them from around your home. 

 

___ Have you cleaned all debris from 

your roof and out of your rain gutters? 

 

___ Have you removed items that burn 

easily from at least 30 feet around the 

house and at least 200 feet away on the 

downhill side? 

 

___ Is your firewood stored 30 to 100 

feet upslope from your house? 

 

___ Have you blocked off the open 

space under your deck with solid 

sheeting or fine-mesh wire (openings no 

larger than 1/8th inch)?  In addition, do 

you have fine-mesh wire covering 

exterior attic and foundation vents? 

 

___ If you are re-roofing your home, 

have you considered using fire-resistant 

roofing materials such as Class-A 

asphalt shingles, metal sheets, or cement 

tiles?  If you are planning to build a new 

home, consider fire-resistant siding such 

as cement board, brick, or cement block. 

 

___ Have you developed a “fire plan” 

with your family including escape routes 

and a place to meet once outside your 

home? 

 

___ Have you protected/preserved your 

family records, documents, and 

photographs? A relatively quick and 

easy way is to use a computer and 

scanner to copy them, copy them onto 

discs, and store copies in a safe deposit 

box or with a close friend or relative 

living outside the area. 

 

___ Have you put together an 

emergency evacuation kit should you 

have to leave your property in the event 

of a major wildland fire? The following 

is a partial list of documents and 

personal possessions you might want to 

consider taking with you: insurance 

policy numbers; treasured family 

photos; contact phone numbers 

including addresses of key people and 

agencies that may need to be contacted; 

prescription medications and a list of 

medications taken by family members. 

Other important items include: house 

and vehicle keys, money, credit cards, 

checks, personal identification, 

prescription glasses/contact lenses; and 

if you have pets, don’t forget their food, 

medication, and other essential supplies.  

In addition, consider assembling a 

Survival Kit which would include 

several days’ supply of food, water, 

eating utensils and cooking gear, a 

battery-powered radio or TV; first aid 

kit; and a flashlight. 

 

As an exercise to see how prepared 

you are for a disaster, consider the 

following: 
 

A wildland fire is quickly approaching 

and when it reaches your property, it 

will destroy your home and nearly 

everything else. 
 

1.  If you had only enough time to take 

one 12" by 18" and 12" deep card board 

box of personal possessions (knowing 

that you would lose virtually everything 

else to a fire) what would you take? 
 

2.  What about an inventory of your 

possessions? Would you be able to make 

an accurate list of everything you have 

lost? 
 

3. Would your insurance be sufficient to 

help you begin to recover your property 

losses? 
 

4.  Would you have the resources to live 

independently away from your home? 
 

5. Would you be able to evacuate your 

home with only a short warning? 
 

6.  What would you do about your pets?  

Your livestock? 
 

 We can all benefit from the Scout motto 

and “Be Prepared.” 

 

 

 

 

 

A Message from Randy 

Wood,  
Chief of the Santa Clara Fire District 

 
Like the rest of the 

country’s volunteer fire 

service, it is becoming 

increasingly difficult to 

recruit and maintain 

Santa Clara Fire 

Department’s staffing.  

Fewer and fewer individuals have the 

time or the inclination to volunteer, 

which is directly related to busy lives 

and the steady increase in required 

training. 
 

In order to continue to provide our 

patrons with a high quality of service 

and to address the decreasing number of 

volunteer staff, Santa Clara Fire will 

become part of Lane Fire Authority 

starting July 1, 2018. Operating out of 

stations 116 and 117, we will be able to 

continue the great service provided the 

citizens of Santa Clara.  Benefits of this 

“functional consolidation” (see the 

definition in the blue box on page 3) 

with Lane Fire Authority will include 

being able to staff a full-time engine and 

provide adequate staffing on emergency 

calls. 
 

We want to thank LFA’s Chief Terry 

Ney and his staff for making this 

transition easy and painless as possible. 

While working with Chief Ney on 

consolidation and having researched 

many alternatives, it became apparent 

that joining Lane Fire Authority would 

be a win-win for both agencies. 

Combining staff will make both our 

districts more efficient and allow for 

both district’s volunteer staff to gain 

experience that separately might not 

happen.    
 

The members of Santa Clara Fire 

Department are excited about 

consolidating with Lane Fire Authority.  

We believe the changes will add to our 

professionalism and enhance the 

services we have been proud to provide 

our patrons.   
 

On a personal level, this is my 40th year 

in the fire service and my fifth fire 

district.  I am personally very thankful 

for all of my experiences which have 

helped me be firmly convinced we are 

moving in the right direction. I am 

excited and looking forward to working 

with Lane Fire Authority. 
 

Randy Wood, Chief 

Santa Clara Fire Department 

 

 



 

What is “functional consolidation? It 

refers to the cooperation of two or more 

units of local government in providing 

services to their inhabitants. Each 

agency maintains its own taxing system 

and boards of directors but shares 

equipment and personnel." 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 
 

 

ODF Fire Restrictions - 2018 
Western Lane District, Oregon Department of 

Forestry 
 

 

 

 

As we move into the summer months 

and you drive on many of the rural roads 

in our fire district, you will see Fire 

Restrictions signs posted by the Western 

Lane Forest Protection District. The 

objective of these notifications is to 

restrict public activities that can and will 

result in wildfires. Some of the restricted 

activities are:  

 

• Smoking is prohibited in areas 

that have flammable vegetation.  

• Open fires are prohibited, 

including campfires, cooking 

fires, and charcoal fires except in 

designated campgrounds.  

 

If you are 

planning to use a 

chainsaw, 

gasoline engine 

powered mower, 

or any other 

spark-emitting 

internal combustion engine, please 

check the local Smokey Bear “Fire 

Danger” signs or go to the ODF Western 

Lane District Facebook homepage to 

check the fire danger level.  If it is a 

“low fire danger” day, there will be no 

restrictions on use; if the fire danger is 

moderate, use will be prohibited from 

1:00 pm to 8:00 pm; and if the fire 

danger is high, use will be prohibited 

from 10:00 am to 8:00 pm. 

 

The use of fireworks, sky lanterns, 

exploding targets and tracer rounds are 

prohibited.   

 

 If you plan on heading out into the 

forest to camp, fish, hunt or to enjoy 

other recreational activities you will 

need to have the following in your 

vehicle: one shovel and one gallon of 

water or a readily available 2 ½ pound 

or larger fire extinguisher.  

 

Please note: The use of motorized 

vehicles, including All Terrain Vehicles 

(ATV) is prohibited except on improved 

roads. (Improved roads are paved or 

graveled roads which must be free of 

flammable material.)  

 

If you have any questions about the fire 

season, ODF’s Fire Restrictions, having 

a residential warming/camp fire (see the 

following article), or any other forestry 

related questions, please call your local 

Oregon Department of Forestry office. 

Those living in or visiting western Lane 

County can call (541) 935-2283. 

 

Fighting wildfires has become very 

expensive and results in the loss of both 

resources (i.e. timber) and property, so 

please be careful this summer while out 

camping, hiking, hunting, or just 

working around your home.  

 

When Fire Restrictions go into effect, 

you will see yellow signs posted 

throughout Western Lane's district.  

Also follow the “fire restrictions and 

closures” on Western Lane’s Facebook 

page: 

www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane.  

Please be aware that being found in non-

compliance can be very costly. 

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Can I Have a Campfire 

During the Summer 

Months? 
 
During the summer months we 

frequently get telephone calls asking if a 

resident living in the areas covered by 

Lane Fire Authority can have a 

camping/warming fire on their property 

- - particularly once backyard burning is 

banned and the Fire Restrictions rules 

go into effect (see the accompanying 

article).  The answer must be broken 

into several parts, depending on where 

you live. 

 

 

If you live in the City of Eugene:  

 

Recreational (camp) fires are prohibited 

by city ordinance. You are allowed to 

cook outdoors using briquette and 

propane barbeques. 

 

 

 

If you live in the city of Veneta: 

 

Veneta is subject to the Oregon Fire 

Code which states:  

 

● Recreational fires shall not be 

conducted within 25 feet of a 

structure or combustible material. 

Conditions which could cause a fire 

to spread within 25 feet of a structure 

shall be eliminated prior to ignition. 

 

● Portable outside fireplaces shall be 

used in accordance with 

manufacture's instructions and shall 

not be operated within 15 feet of a 

structure or combustible material. 

  

● Open burning, recreational fires 

and the use of portable outdoor 

fireplaces shall be constantly 

attended until the fire is 

extinguished. A minimum of one 

portable fire extinguisher complying 

with a minimum 4-A rating or other 

approved on-site fire-extinguishing 

equipment, such as dirt, sand, water 

barrel, garden hose or water truck, 

shall be available for immediate 

utilization. 

 

 

Residents living in all rural areas 

outside Eugene and Veneta (including 

the communities of Elmira, Noti and 

Walton): 

 

You are subject to the rules established 

by the Oregon Department of Forestry 

related to open burning (a good 

indication are the posted Fire 

Restrictions signs put up throughout the 

covered areas (see the accompanying 

article for more information on Fire 

Restrictions).  

 

As a guide:  when the ”Public Use 

Restriction Levels” are moderate, high 

or extreme; open fires are generally 

prohibited, including campfires, 

charcoal fires, cooking stoves or 

warming fires.  Portable cooking stoves 

using liquified or bottled fuels are 

allowed. 

 

If you have questions, please call 

Western Lane ODF (541) 935-2283 

and/or refer to the Facebook page:  

www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane.%20/Please
http://www.facebook.com/ODFwesternlane.%20/Please


Protecting Your Home 

and Property from 

Wildland Fires 

 

As summer approaches, it is once again 

time for everyone living within the 

boundaries of Lane Fire Authority to 

review the precautions that need to be 

taken to protect lives, homes and 

property from wildland fires.  

Remember, no one is immune from 

wildland fires, particularly if you are 

living in a forested area and/or are 

surrounded by brush, grass and other 

dense vegetation.  

 

While you can never totally eliminate 

the threat of brush and forest fires, there 

are steps that you can take to reduce the 

danger and the associated catastrophic 

loss that others have experienced. The 

following items are prevention and 

protection ideas gleaned from a variety 

of local, state and national firefighting 

and fire-prevention agencies. 

 

 

• First and foremost, develop a plan of 

escape from your home in the event of 

any type of fire.  

 

- Do you have working smoke 

detectors in all the key areas in 

your home? 

- Have you identified escape routes 

from your home and a place 

for all family members to meet 

once outside? 

- Are your windows no more than 

four feet above floor level and 

when open, is the opening no 

less than 22 inches by 22 

inches? 

- Do you have at least two exits out 

of your house?  If your home 

is two-story, is there a way for 

your to escape from the second 

floor other than the interior 

stairway (if not, consider 

purchasing an escape ladder). 

  

•  Make sure your address is clearly 

visible from the road.  Weeds, brush and 

tree limbs should be trimmed away, so 

that the address marker can be easily 

seen.  If your address marker is missing 

or damaged, please call LFA at (541) 

935-2226, to arrange for an installation 

or repair.  There is no charge for this 

service. 

  

•  The driveway must be at least 12 feet 

wide with 2-foot margins on each side to 

your home and other structures. Private 

roads must be at least 20 feet wide. 

Overhanging limbs and other vegetation 

should be cleared away. 

 

•  Vegetation and trees around your 

house and other buildings can be a quick 

and devastating way for fire to spread to 

your home.  The key to dealing with 

vegetation around your home and 

creating a “defensible space” is to 

remember the “Three R’s:  Removal 

(elimination of entire plants, trees and 

shrubs), Reduction (removal of limbs, 

leaves and debris), and Replacement 

(replacing removed plants and trees with 

less flammable, well-spaced vegetation, 

such as a flower bed.)  

 

 

To create a barrier of protection or a 

“Defensible Space:” 

 

- Trim tree branches so they 

don’t hang over any portion of 

your home. 

- Evergreens in particular should 

have their branches trimmed at 

least 15 feet above the ground.   

- Any portion of a tree or other 

vegetation within ten feet of 

any chimney or stove pipe 

should be removed.   

- Remove brush and other things 

that burn easily from at least 

30 feet around your house and 

other buildings and at least 100 

feet on the down hill side 

(Note: The steeper the slope, 

the greater the distance that 

should be cleared beyond 100 

feet.). 

- Make sure that vegetation 

around power lines has been 

cleared.  (Note: This must be 

done with extreme caution.  

Consult your local power 

company. They may provide 

this service and can also give 

important advice.) 

 

•  Clean your roof and rain gutters, 

removing all accumulated debris 

including needles, leaves, moss, etc..   

•  Stack and store your firewood at least 

30 to 100 feet from your home and if 

applicable, on the upslope side. 

. 

•  Remove combustible materials and 

debris that have accumulated under 

decks and terraces. 

 

•  Block off all open spaces under your 

deck with solid sheeting or fine-mesh 

wire (no larger than 1/8th inch).  In the 

event of a wildland fire, this will prevent 

embers from blowing under the deck. 

 

•  Also use fine-mesh wire to cover 

exterior attic and under-floor vents.  If 

possible, do the same with barns, 

implement buildings and other structures 

on your property. 

 

•  If you live in a manufactured home, 

make sure that the skirting around the 

base is totally intact, with no openings. 

 

•  If your home is on stilts or there are 

open spaces under your home, encase all 

of this area using sheeting. 

 

•  Place a flue-cap or mesh screen (not 

to exceed ½ inch) on your chimney or 

stove pipe.  This precaution will reduce 

the chances that a fire in your own 

fireplace or stove will send hot embers 

onto your roof. 

 

•  Clean your chimney or stovepipe at 

least once a year to remove creosote 

buildup.  Do it more frequently if you 

have to burn wet wood.  This will 

reduce the chances of you having a flue 

fire. 

 

•   Install nonflammable shutters that 

can be closed over your windows in the 

event of a wildland fire. 

 

•  When replacing or installing drapes, 

consider using fire-resistant materials. 

An approaching wildland fire puts out a 

tremendous amount of radiant heat.  

Pulled drapes or curtains can reduce the 

amount of heat transferred to the interior 

of a home. 

 

•  If you have a wooden shingle or shake 

roof, consider replacing it with metal, 

lightweight cement, tile, or Class-A 

asphalt shingles. 

 

•  Install spark arresters on small 

engines and equipment.  Every year we 

get calls to extinguish brush fires started 

by machinery. 

 

•  Don’t attach a wooden fence to your 

home.  Instead, if a fence must be 

attached to the house, use some type of 



metal or decorative iron for the last 10 to 

20 feet. 

 

•  If you have a large-volume source of 

water on your property, such as a pond 

or swimming pool, is it accessible to fire 

apparatus?  Fire vehicles with pumps 

often have the capability to “draft” 

(draw) water, but the source must be 

close to a road and no lower than 15 feet 

in elevation. 

 

•  Maintain a cache of tools that can be 

used to fight a small brush fire, 

including shovels, rakes and at least 100 

feet of garden hose that is attached to a 

working water source. 

 

•  Consider setting up a sprinkler system 

around the outside of your house that 

can be used to wet the surrounding area.  

Also consider setting up a sprinkler 

system on your roof. 

 

• Once you have cleared a defensible 

space around your home and other 

buildings, landscape with vegetation that 

is spaced so that fire cannot be carried to 

the structures.  Consider plantings that 

are drought and fire resistant.  Local 

nurseries and the Oregon Extension 

Service  

(http://extension.oregonstate.edu/) can 

be helpful in making suggestions on 

what to plant. 

 

•  Dispose of stove and fireplace ashes 

and charcoal briquettes only after 

soaking them in a metal pail of water. 

 

•  Store gasoline and other flammable 

liquids in approved containers and place 

them away from occupied buildings. 

 

•  Propane tanks should be far enough 

away from buildings so that the supply 

valves can be shut off in case of fire.  

Keep the area around the tank cleared of 

flammable vegetation. 

 

 

 

500,000 Smoke Detectors 

Recalled Over Defect That 

Could Prevent Them from 

Sensing a Fire 

Fire safety company Kidde is recalling 

500,000 smoke detectors that could put 

consumers in danger. 

Some models have been found to have a 

defect that could prevent them from 

sounding and alerting users to the 

presence of a fire or smoke in their 

home. 

“A yellow cap left on during the 

manufacturing process can cover one of 

the two smoke sensors and compromise 

the smoke alarm’s ability to detect 

smoke, posing a risk that consumers 

may not be alerted to a fire in their 

home,” states the Consumer Product 

Safety Commission. 

The two products affected by the defect 

are the Kidde dual-sensor (photoelectric 

and ionization) smoke alarms, models 

PI2010 and PI9010. 

About 452,000 have been sold in the 

U.S. and about 40,000 more in Canada. 

They were sold at Menards, The Home 

Depot, Walmart and other department, 

home and hardware stores as well as on 

amazon.com, shopkidde.com and other 

websites, between September 2016 and 

January 2018. They cost $20 to $40. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

To see if your smoke detector is 

compromised, the CPSC instructs: 

“Consumers should remove the alarm 

from the wall/ceiling and visually 

inspect it through the opening on the 

side of the alarm for the presence of a 

yellow cap.” 

They warn that consumers should not try 

to take apart the alarm or try to remove 

the cap if it is present:  “If a yellow cap 

is present, the consumer should 

immediately contact Kidde to receive 

instructions and request a free 

replacement smoke alarm.” 

Users who find a yellow cap in their 

alarm should remove and discard the 

item, but only after they receive a 

replacement alarm. 

The CPSC notes, “If no yellow cap is 

present, consumers should reinstall the 

smoke alarm and no further action is 

needed.” 

So far no incidents or injuries have been 

reported as a result of the offending cap 

being present. 

 

More than 2 dozen people 

killed by carbon monoxide 

after leaving on their 

keyless cars 
 
A report from the New York Times 

found that dozens of people have been 

poisoned by carbon monoxide after 

failing to shut off the keyless ignition on 

their vehicles. 

Since 2006 at least 28 people have died 

and 45 others have suffered injuries 

from the gas after they thought they had 

turned off their vehicles, the Times 

found.  

The report highlights the efforts by some 

groups to push for new regulations from 

automakers to combat the problem.  

Keyless ignition allows drivers to start 

their cars with the press of a button 

while an electronic key fob remains in 

their pocket or purse. The technology 

first entered the American market in the 

early 2000s.  

____________________________ 

LFA Out and About: 

When you see our vehicles 
 
There is no question that Lane Fire 

Authority vehicles are noticed when we 

are using lights and siren to go to a call, 

but it is likely that many of our readers 

have noticed one of our apparatus 

driving by on other occasions as well.  

Perhaps in such incidents you’ve 

wondered what we are doing and where 

we are going. There are a variety of 

reasons, including: 

 

Going to a call and returning either 

going “Code Three” (requiring lights 

and siren) or “Code One” (not requiring 

lights and siren, driving with the flow of 

traffic and driving within legal speed 

limits or returning from a call). Note: 

there are times when we begin a call 

going “Code One” and upgrade to 

“Code Three” (lights and siren) based on 

information we receive by radio.  

Conversely, you may see us start out 

with lights and siren and then the lights 

and siren go off.  When this happens, it 

indicates we have either been given 

information that tells us a “Code Three” 

approach is not needed, or we are 

“disregarded”, meaning the apparatus is 

no longer needed for the call. 

 

Traveling to and from training which 

includes drills, classes requiring specific 

apparatus and instruction. 

http://extension.oregonstate.edu/
https://kidde-smoke-alarm-recallusen.expertinquiry.com/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/05/13/business/deadly-convenience-keyless-cars-and-their-carbon-monoxide-toll.html?nl=top-stories&nlid=16324671ries&ref=cta


 

Annual vehicle servicing -  Annually 

each vehicle in our fleet requires an oil 

change and thorough safety inspection.  

Our vehicles may also need repair of 

malfunctioning equipment, replacement 

of tires, etc. 

 

Station maintenance - Lawn mowing, 

repairing equipment, station cleaning, 

etc.) 

 

Vehicle refueling – Because we are a 

public owned organization, we we do 

not pay state and federal tax on fuel for 

our vehicles.  Consequently, we use 

specialized fuel stations.  Generally, 

when you see one of our apparatus being 

refueled it will be at the CFN station on 

Jeans Road in Veneta or at the station on 

Prairie and Clear Lake Roads. 

 

Vehicles going to pick up supplies – 

most frequently at locations not 

providing vender delivery. 

 

Shopping for food for a station – three 

of our stations have 24 hour staffing, 

including Station 101 in Veneta, Station 

113 at Franklin, and Station 115 just off 

Prairie Road.  This means they must 

prepare their own meals at the station, 

which requires them to purchase 

groceries. Whether they are grocery 

shopping, or preparing and eating meals, 

they are on duty, and they need to 

respond to calls on a moments notice.  It 

may mean abandoning a meal in 

progress or already served, or leaving a 

basket of groceries at the store and 

rapidly heading out to an emergency 

vehicle parked outside.  

 

Driver training – every person being 

trained to drive an LFA vehicle is 

required to go through a training 

program that includes extensive road 

experience. 

 

Public service – providing medical 

backup at local functions including 

football games at Elmira and Crow high 

schools and community events such as 

the Veneta Harvest Festival; 

participating in parades on the 4th of July 

and light parades in December; 

conducting school visits in conjunction 

with fire safety training; hosting a “Fire 

and Life Safety Day” at Jerry’s Home 

Improvement Center on Highway 99. 

 

Support for charitable activities 

including collecting holiday food, toys 

and cash donations at the annual 

December “Stuff the Truck” event in 

Veneta and the Irving Neighborhood 

Light Parade.  

 

Checking address markers – every 

summer we have a crew that covers the 

entire district inspecting address markers 

to make sure that each address is clearly 

marked. Without this service, we would 

have a difficult time pinpointing calls 

where address markers are missing, 

hidden by vegetation or have 

deteriorated and become unreadable.  

____________________________ 

 

What Types of LFA 

Apparatus and Personal 

Respond to Emergency 

Calls? 
 
When Lane Fire Authority responds to a 

medical emergency, generally both a 

“medic unit” (an ambulance) and a 

“rescue” (a specialized vehicle carry 

medical equipment) will respond to the 

call.  Having two different types of 

vehicles helps ensure we will have 

adequate equipment and personnel to 

address the emergency.  In Lane Fire 

Authority’s “South Battalion,” which is 

generally in and around the confines of 

Crow Road, Lorane Highway, Fox 

Hollow, and Territorial Highway, a 

medic unit from Eugene will often be 

the responding ambulance.  This is so 

because of the proximity to Eugene and 

the ability of a faster response than 

coming from the medics that are housed 

in Veneta, at the Franklin Station or 

from LFA’s station just off Prairie Road.  

Further, because one of Eugene’s medic 

units is located at the Churchill fire 

station, it is often the first to arrive on a 

medical call.  The Lane Fire Authority 

stations in South Battalion are all staffed 

by volunteers, so response time from the 

stations on Spencer Creek, Lorane 

Highway and Fox Hollow all depend on 

the volunteers being home and the time 

it takes them to travel to their respective 

stations, get on the correct apparatus and 

drive to the call. 

 

When LFA responds to a motor vehicle 

crash, three types of apparatus usually 

respond: a medic unit (ambulance), a 

rescue (carrying specialized medical and 

extrication equipment) and a fire engine 

(providing protection in case of fire).  It 

is not unusual to see duplicate apparatus 

on scene both because of the need for 

personal and the need for additional 

equipment. 

 

Responding to fires adds additional 

needs.  Fire engines, tenders (which 

carry water to areas without fire 

hydrants) as well as rescues and even a 

medic unit may be necessary.  As with 

all emergencies, the time it takes to get 

adequate equipment and personnel to a 

scene is dependent upon the location and 

availability of personnel and from which 

station they are coming from. 

____________________________ 
 

Meet Your Firefighters 
 

(Each edition of Flash Point introduces 

our patrons to five to six of our 120 

firefighters.  As can be seen by those 

featured in our Fall/Winter issue, we 

have a rich mixture of new members and 

“more seasoned” veterans.   – Ed.) 

 

Whitney Hutcheson-Warren 

 

Whitney Hutcheson-

Warren was raised in 

Eugene, where she 

attended North 

Eugene High School. 

After graduation she 

immediately entered 

Lane Community 

College’s paramedic program, which 

she completed in August of 2016. 

 

Why did Whitney enter the paramedic 

program?  First, she was inspired to go 

into the medical field by her mom who 

is an RN.  While Whitney was in 

elementary school, her mother was 

enrolled in the nursing program at LCC 

and she remembers helping her study for 

her exams. Second, Whitney became 

interested in EMS when, in her junior 

year at North Eugene High School, she 

watched the “Every Fifteen Minutes” 

program put on by the Eugene-

Springfield Fire Department.  Every 15 

Minutes is a national program that 

graphically illustrates the dangers of 

drinking and texting while driving.  It 

challenges students to make mature 

decisions and points out the impact of 

poor decision making on family, friends, 

and the community. 

 

While attending the paramedic program 

at Lane Community College, Whitney 

met several members of Lane Fire 

Authority who told her about LFA’s 

Recruit Academy.  The Academy trains 

new recruits on firefighting skills and 

prepares them for becoming 

probationary members of the 

department.  Based on this information, 

Whitney enrolled in the Fall 2016 

Recruit Academy and completed the 

program in late November of that year.  

She immediately began volunteering on 

24 hour shifts with Lane Fire Authority.    

 

In August of 2017, Whitney finished her 

paramedic program and in September 

was hired by LFA as a Paramedic.   



Initially Whitney was not sure about the 

firefighting side of her job, because she 

wanted to focus on EMS, but since her 

employment she has found she enjoys 

doing both.  

 

Whitney enjoys scary movies and likes 

to run and hike.  When she was asked 

what she likes most about Lane Fire 

Authority, she said she really enjoys and 

values how close people are on the 

department, where there is a genuine 

feeling of family. 

 

Barry Nelson: 

 

Barry Nelson is a 

native Oregonian 

who was raised in 

Junction City.  His 

father was a 

volunteer firefighter 

in the mid-1960s and 

Barry wanted to follow in his footsteps.  

In 1985, while working as a logger, 

Barry joined the Junction City fire 

department as a volunteer.  While 

volunteering in JC, Barry went to LCC 

and earned his Paramedic rating. In 

1987 he   was hired by Oakridge Fire & 

EMS as a Firefighter/Paramedic.  In 

2002, was hired by Lane Rural 

Fire/Rescue.  When Lane Rural joined 

Lane County Fire District 1 to become 

Lane Fire Authority, Barry continued as 

an employee.  Today he is a 

Lt./Paramedic and works in maintenance 

logistics.    

 

In his off-duty time, 

Barry restores antique 

farm equipment.  His 

proudest achievement 

to date has been the 

restoration of a 1953 TO30 Ferguson 

tractor. 

 

Michael Thompson 

 

Michael Thompson was 

born in Eugene and 

raised in the Elmira-

Noti area.  His 

introduction to 

EMS/and the fire 

service came through a 

series of memorable 

incidents.  When his grandfather died he 

vividly remembers the presence of 

volunteers from the Elmira-Noti fire 

department who had responded to the 

call and provided comfort to his family.  

Later, when he was living in Walton, he 

encountered several horrific traffic 

accidents and felt helpless because he 

didn’t know what to do.  Out of these 

experiences, he sought out and 

volunteered with the Walton fire 

department where he eventually became 

fire chief. 

In 2002, Michael was working for 

Swanson-Superior mill in Noti.  That 

year he applied for and was offered the 

position of Maintenance Supervisor with 

Lane County Fire District #1.  He has 

been in that position since then.  

Michael says that even on his worst days 

he has no regrets on his decision to 

become a firefighter/EMT. 

 

McKenna Hoy 

McKenna Hoy was 

perhaps destined to be a 

firefighter/paramedic.  

Her grandfather, Bill 

Buress began the 

tradition years ago by 

volunteering with Lane 

Rural Fire/Rescue, later becoming the 

Assistant Chief of the department and 

finally being elected as a member of 

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue’s Board of 

Directors. 

 

McKenna is a graduate of Willamette 

High School.  While a freshman, she did 

a “job shadow” with Lane Rural.  The 

experience helped her appreciate even 

more the contributions of her 

grandfather and cemented her interest in 

following in his footsteps.  Soon after, 

she enrolled in Lane Fire Authority’s 

spring 2013 Firefighter Academy and by 

2015 had earned the rank of Firefighter. 

In 2014, McKenna attended both 

Willamette High School and Lane 

Community College. Two years later 

she enrolled in the Paramedic program.  

Today she is a licensed Paramedic and is 

currently working part-time for Lane 

Fire Authority as a Utility Maintenance 

Firefighter.  Her long-range goal is to be 

a Firefighter/Paramedic with an agency. 

 

Dean Chappell: 

 

Dean Chappell 

was born in the 

state of 

Washington and 

raised in 

Harrisburg, OR 

where he 

worked on row 

crop and rye grass farms.  He went to 

Harrisburg High School, and in his 

junior year began to volunteer with the 

Harrisburg Volunteer Fire Department.  

In 1981 Dean enrolled at Chemeketa 

Community College, where he 

graduated in 1983 with a degree in Fire 

Suppression and Prevention.  Dean 

continued to volunteer until 1986 when 

he was hired by Philomath Fire 

Protection District as a Firefighter/ 

Engineer.  Later he became the 

department’s fire marshal.  In 2005 

Dean left Philomath and for five years 

was “Mr. Mom,” staying at home to 

raise his three children while his wife, 

Diana, worked for Springfield Fire 

Department as a firefighter/paramedic.  

During the summers of 2005 through 

2010, Dean worked for both the Monroe 

and Junction City fire departments.   

 

In April of 2010 Dean was hired by 

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue as a Code 

Enforcement Office, also known as the 

“fire marshal.”   When Lane Rural 

became part of Lane Fire Authority, 

Dean continued in the same position. 

 

In additional to his work with LFA, 

Dean has maintained his volunteer work 

with the Junction City Fire Department, 

where he is a volunteer captain.  Dean 

also devotes his off-duty time to 

working on a farm he owns with his 

wife where they raise alpacas.  Dean 

also enjoys spending time with his 

family and church.  His passion is trains 

and one of his great loves growing up 

was watching the trains pass his family 

home in Harrisburg.  Dean notes that all 

his life he has wanted to help people and 

feels privileged to be able to fulfill his 

dream by working on a fire department. 

____________________________ 
 

Definition of Terms 

Commonly Heard Around 

the Fire House 
 

Like every profession, firefighting has 

many specialized terms that describe 

vehicles, equipment, practices and 

designations.  To make it even more 

complicated, this vocabulary varies 

according to region, state and even 

locale.  Hopefully, the following 

information related to terms used by 

Lane Fire Authority will help our 

patrons better understand what we do. 

 

Bloodborne Pathogens:  Pathogenic 

microorganisms that are present in 

human blood and can cause disease in 

humans.  These pathogens include, but 

are not limited to, hepatitis B virus 

(HBV) human immunodeficiency virus 

(HIV), and other potentially infectious 

materials (OPIM). 

 

Brush 

Rig/Brush 

Truck – is a 

wildland fire 

engine specifically designed to assist in 

fighting wildfires by transporting 

firefighters to the scene and providing 

them with access to the fire, along with 

water or other equipment.  Most have 



four wheel drive, giving them greater 

access to field, brush and forest fires. 
 

Decontamination: The physical or 

chemical process of cleansing an object 

to remove contaminants such as 

microorganisms or hazardous materials, 

including chemicals, radioactive 

substances and infectious diseases.  

Decontamination is sometimes 

abbreviated as “decon.” The process 

prevents the spread of contamination to 

other persons or equipment. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Engine (pumper): A piece of apparatus 

equipped with hose and a pump for the 

purpose of supplying water under 

pressure through lines. 

 
 

Fire Apparatus: A fire department 

emergency vehicle used for rescue, fire 

suppression or other specialized 

functions. 
 

Fire Department facility: Any building 

or area owned, operated, occupied or 

used by a fire department on a routine 

basis. 
 

Hazard Control Zones:   
 

Cold Zone - The control zone of an 

incident that contains the command 

post and such other support functions 

as are deemed necessary to control the 

incident.  
 

Warm Zone – The control zone 

outside the hot zone where personnel 

and equipment undergo de-

contamination and hot zone support 

takes place. 
 

Hot Zone – The control zone 

immediately surrounding the hazard 

area, which extends far enough to 

prevent adverse effects to personnel 

outside the zone.  The hot zone 

presents the greatest risk to members 

and will often be classified as an IDLH 

atmosphere (an area immediately 

dangerous to life and health). 
 

Incident Commander: The person in 

overall command of an emergency 

incident.  This person is responsible for 

the direction and coordination of the 

response effort. 

 

Incident Safety Officer: The person 

whose responsibility is to ensure the safe 

operation of all functions on an incident 

scene.   

Medic Unit/ 

Ambulance:  The 

term “Medic Unit” 

is essentially an 

ambulance with advanced equipment 

that is used to sustain life while a patient 

is being transported to the hospital. 

 

NFPA: National Fire Protection 

Association. The National Fire 

Protection Association (NFPA) is a 

United States trade association, albeit 

with some international members, that 

creates and maintains private, 

copyrighted standards and codes for 

usage and adoption by local 

governments. 
 

OSHA: Occupational Safety and Health 

Administration.  Founded by Congress 

in 1970, OSHA is an organization that 

works to ensure safe working conditions 

for American women and men.  Both 

NFPA and OSHA set and enforce health 

and safety standards and also provide 

training and education in the areas of 

health and safety.  
 

Overhaul: A firefighting term involving 

the process of final extinguishment after 

the main body of a fire has been 

knocked down.  All traces of fire must 

be extinguished at this time. 
 

Personal Protective Equipment 

(PPE): The equipment acts to shield or 

isolate a person from the chemical, 

physical and thermal hazards that may 

be encountered at a hazardous materials 

incident.  Personal protective equipment 

includes both personal protective 

clothing and respiratory protection.  

Adequate personal protective equipment 

should protect the respiratory system, 

skin, eyes, face, hands, feet, head, body 

and hearing.  This includes specialized 

clothing or equipment worn by an 

employee for protection against a 

hazard. 
 

 

Quint – A “quint” 

is a multi-purpose 

fire engine. A 

quintuple 

combina-tion 

pumper or quint is 

a fire service 

apparatus that 

serves the dual purpose of an engine and 

a ladder truck.  Generally speaking, a 

quint carries fire hose and ground 

ladders and has a fire pump, a water 

tank, and an aerial device.  

 

Rehabilitation (“Rehab”):  The 

process of providing mental and medical 

evaluation, rest, hydration and 

nourishment to members who are 

engaged in emergency operations. 

 

Rescue Unit:  In 

Lane Fire Authority 

a “Rescue” is an 

apparatus that 

carries equipment 

and personnel to provide life support in 

medical emergencies.   Rescues may 

have a similar appearance to a “Medic 

Unit” but they do not transport patients. 

Most “Rescues” in Lane Fire Authority 

carry life saving and support equipment 

and medication as well as rescue 

equipment used to assist on motor 

vehicle crashes and entrapment. 
 

Risk Assessment: To set or determine 

the possibility of injury, threats to life, 

and the possibility of property damage 

or loss.   It is a systematic process of 

evaluating the potential risks that may 

be involved in a projected activity or 

undertaking. 

 
 

SCBA: Self-contained 

breathing apparatus. 
 

 

Station/Fire Station: Structure in which 

fire service apparatus and/or personnel 

are housed. 

 

Turnout Clothing 

(structural firefighting 

protective clothing): This 

category of clothing refers 

to the protective clothing 

normally worn by fire 

fighters during structural 

firefighting operations.  It includes 

helmet, coat, pants, boots, gloves and a 

hood.   Structural fire fighters’ 

protective clothing provides limited 

protection from heat but may not 

provide adequate protection from the 

harmful gases, vapors, liquids or dusts 

that are encountered during hazardous 

materials incidents. 

 

 

Tender – 

Carries water 

to a fire.  In 

Lane Fire 

Authority, our 

tenders each carry 3000 gallons of water 

and are capable of both supplying water 

to apparatus fighting a fire, but also 

pumping water to “exterior” (outside a 

structure) fires.  In other regions of the 

US this vehicle is called a “tanker”.  

Often on fires requiring a tender, there 

will be multiple tenders arriving and 

departing to provide a more continuous 

supply of water. 

 



 

LFA Firefighters Sent to 

Massive Fires in 

California 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

Firefighters from Lane Fire Authority 

were part of two historic mobilizations.  

For the first time in Oregon history, 

strike teams from Oregon public 

agencies were sent to fight devastating 

wildland fires in California.  The first 

mobilization, which occurred in 

October, sent ten members of LFA to 

help fight the destructive fires in Santa 

Rosa.  The second mobilization, which 

occurred in December, sent 15 strike 

teams, comprised of 75 vehicles and 269 

personnel to the Thomas Fire in and 

around California’s Ventura county.  

The Thomas Fire was the largest fire in 

California history. 

 

 

The scope of the Thomas Fire was 

beyond belief.  By January of 2018, the 

fire had consumed over 440 square 

miles of land!  To grasp the enormity of 

the fire, it would be the equivalent to a 

fire burning all of the area covered by 

LFA, plus all of the Eugene-Springfield 

F.D. coverage area, plus at least another 

100 square miles.  Another comparison 

would be a fire in the Willamette Valley 

from Eugene to Albany!   

 

Among the 269 Oregon personnel sent 

to the Thomas fire were six from Lane 

Fire Authority. Each of the six had 

strong memories of their experiences.  

Five were on “Type Six” (“brush rig”) 

vehicles and one was on a “Type One” 

(full size engine): 

 

Dean Chappel will always remember 

helping his Strike Team protect a ranch 

and retreat center. The main fire had 

crested a ridge above their location and 

the wind was driving it down into the 

valley where the team was located.  At 

just the right moment (when the wind 

was being drawn toward the main fire) a 

backfire was lit, which consumed fuel 

along the perimeter and halted the 

progress of the main fire. What stands 

out in Dean’s memory was the deep roar 

of the fire and its sheer magnitude. The 

flames at the ridge line were nearly 150 

in height and the wind rapidly drove the 

fire down into the valley.  Once the 

backfire was lit and drawn toward the 

main fire, the progress toward the ranch 

was quickly slowed as the backfire 

consumed the available fuel.  

 

Jon Jasper spoke for all of the LFA 

firefighters in marveling at how fast the 

fire traveled and how difficult it was, 

even with 8,500 firefighters and several 

thousand pieces of apparatus, to provide 

adequate coverage and meet the 

challenges presented by this fire. Jon 

joined the other LFA firefighters in 

noting the dramatic change in the 

landscape before and after the fire swept 

through an area, and he echoed the 

opinion of everyone in saying this will 

not be the last time Oregon strike teams 

are sent to California to fight fire. 

 

John Maxwell observed that he was 

very impressed with how well the crews 

he was with worked together. Though 

the crews were from multiple agencies, 

everyone came together to be a strong 

and cohesive group.  He also has vivid 

memories of the burned-over hills and 

valleys looking like a surrealistic 

“moonscape” covered with glowing 

coals at night.   

 

Rudy Clark was impressed by the 

incredible size of the operation and the 

gratefulness of the people who lived in 

the area.  Occasionally when his team 

went out to buy food, an anonymous 

person would pay for it.  They were 

verbally thanked and given hugs.  They 

were given simple gifts such as lip balm. 

For Rudy and the other LFA firefighters, 

these were very meaningful gestures. 

Rudy also remembered how sobering it 

was to learn of the death of one of the 

firefighters that had been working in his 

area and the need to never let your guard 

down. 

 

Jonathan Leaton remembered getting 

up early one morning to work on 

looking for and extinguishing hot spots.  

The strongly blowing wind was kicking 

up a continuous cloud of thick, choking 

ash, making it extremely difficult to see 

and breathe.  He noted with the strange 

light and poor visibility, the crew he was 

with named that morning the “The 

Zombie Apocalypse!”  

 

 

Barry Nelson was not assigned to a 

“Type Six” (brush rig), instead he was 

assigned to a branch of the operation 

that involved “Type One” (full size) 

engines.  For much of the two weeks, his 

Branch was on standby.  It wasn’t until 

near the end of the assignment that he 

saw action. However, they were proud 

that out of 1300 homes his Branch 

protected, only 10 were lost. 

____________________________ 

 

The History of Emergency 

Medical Services (EMS) 

Part 1:  A National 

Overview 
By Fred Scalise, PhD - LFA Firefighter & 

Historian 

(Editor’s Note:  This is part of a 

continuing series of articles written by 

Lane Fire Authority’s firefighter and 

historian Fred Scalise.  Fred has been 

tracing the origins of Lane Rural 

Fire/Rescue and Lane County Fire 

District One as well as the changes in 

the types of support provided by the fire 

service.) 

 
In today’s world, it is often taken for 

granted that if someone becomes 

seriously ill, or is severely injured, a call 

to 9-1-1 will bring an ambulance that is 

staffed by people who can provide 

advanced, pre-hospital emergency 

medical care. That is our modern 

expectation, but it hasn’t always been 

so. In fact, the emergency medical 

services (EMS) system that we rely 

upon today has existed for less than 50 

years.  

 

The Origins of Ambulances 

 

The term ambulance comes from the 

French, meaning “mobile hospital”. This 

referred to mobile tents or sheds that 

were used by armies to treat wounded 

soldiers, and dates back to at least the 

17th Century. The term came to be 

associated with carts and horse-drawn 

wagons used to carry wounded soldiers 

off a battlefield in the 1850s. 

 

In the early days of the United States, 

most people were treated for illnesses or 

injuries in their homes. It wasn’t until 

the 1860s and 1870s that treatment in 

formal hospital facilities began to 

become commonplace.  With this 

paradigm shift, came the need for a way 

to efficiently transport the sick and 

injured to clinics and hospitals. Thus 

began the civilian ambulance. 



 

The earliest civilian 

ambulances were 

nothing more than 

enclosed, horse-

drawn wagons, 

operated by a horse driver (liveryman). 

The ambulance was transportation only; 

there was no expectation that any form 

of medical care would be provided prior 

to arrival at the hospital.  In the United 

States, the horse-drawn ambulance 

persisted into the early part of the 20th 

Century. 
 

The automobile age 

dawned at the 

beginning of the 

20th Century, and 

all manner of “new-

fangled” automobiles and trucks 

(including steam-powered vehicles) 

were on the roads of the United States 

between 1900 and 1910. By 1918, 

internal combustion (i.e., gasoline 

powered) vehicles had fully-eclipsed 

both horse-drawn vehicles and all other 

types of “horseless” carriages. 

Ambulances followed this trend, with 

most converting to motorized versions 

between 1908 and 1918. The advent of 

motor ambulances meant that you 

(might) get to the hospital a little faster. 

But there was still no expectation of any 

type of pre-hospital medical care. 
 

Emergency Medical Care? 
 

Simply put, prior to 1967, there was no 

such thing as emergency medical care, 

outside of a hospital setting, anywhere 

in the United States. 
 

In the 1920s through 

the 1960s, ambulances 

were frequently 

operated by funeral 

homes, tow truck firms, and taxi 

companies. In many (if not most) cases, 

an ambulance arrived with just a driver.  

Even when there was a second person 

(often called an “attendant”), he was 

there simply as extra hands and muscle 

to carry the cot (also called a stretcher or 

a litter), and to help load it into and out 

of the ambulance. In most places, there 

was no requirement that ambulance 

personnel have any sort of medical 

training; not even rudimentary first aid 

skills. The operative term in the 

ambulance industry was “scoop and 

run”. Even ambulances operated by 

hospitals typically offered nothing more 

than a fast ride. 
 

As late as the mid-1970s, the concept of 

pre-hospital emergency medical care did 

not exist in most parts of the United 

States. Some first-hand examples of the 

typical standard of care that existed in 

the 1960s and early 1970s: 

 

• In 1968, in my hometown in 

Massachusetts, the local police 

department gave up the ambulance 

service they had operated for almost 

three decades because they could not 

meet the new State requirement that 

ambulances on emergency calls be 

staffed by two people (both a driver and 

an attendant). 
 

• The private ambulance company that 

took over servicing my hometown area 

very proudly advertised that, as of the 

beginning of 1969, all of their 

ambulance personnel had completed 

basic first aid training. 
        

• In 1975, I was helping to organize 

the first Emergency Medical Technician 

(EMT) training program to be offered in 

central Pennsylvania. A young man 

came to me, pleading that he be allowed 

to attend the course. He explained that 

he worked for the funeral home that 

operated the ambulance service in his 

hometown (middle-of-

nowhere, western 

Pennsylvania). The 

funeral home hired 

high school kids and college students to 

drive the ambulance. He further went on 

to explain that he had no training other 

some limited first aid skills he had 

learned as a Boy Scout. Yet, when there 

was emergency call, he was expected 

get the ambulance and, often times all 

alone, drive as fast as he could to the 

scene of the incident. When he got there, 

local rescue squad members and/or by-

standers would help him load the 

patient, and then he would race to the 

nearest community hospital, a drive that 

often took an hour or more. Beyond a 

fast ride, all he could offer his patients 

was an elastic compression bandage if 

they were seriously bleeding, and 

oxygen (7 liters per minute for 

everyone, whether they needed it or 

not). He knew that many of the patients 

that died in his ambulance enroute to a 

hospital might have been saved if only 

he had had at least some minimum level 

of emergency medical training. 
 

This was just the way it was, particularly 

in rural America. 

 

The Beginning of EMS 
 

In 1966, the National Academy of 

Sciences’ National Research Council 

produced a report which concluded that 

soldiers seriously wounded in combat in 

Vietnam had a better survival rate than 

individuals seriously injured in traffic 

crashes on highways in California.  The 

reason identified for the disparity was 

early medical treatment provided by 

medics and corpsmen on the battlefield, 

and the availability of rapid helicopter 

evacuation to hospital facilities. The 

findings of this report are what 

eventually led to the federal government 

setting standards, and providing funding, 

for the development of a nationwide 

emergency medical system.  
                                                                                    
The Early Days of Paramedicine  
                                    
The first mobile coronary care response 

unit, an ambulance staffed by a nurse 

and a physician, was established in 

Belfast, Ireland, in 1965 (Dr. Frank 

Pantridge).  The demonstrated success 

of this unit in saving the lives of cardiac 

patients caught the attention of 

cardiologists and emergency room 

physicians all around the world. 
   

The first “full-service” mobile coronary 

care program in the United States was 

established at St. Vincent’s Hospital in 

New York City, in 1968 (Dr. William 

Grace).  Based upon the Belfast model, 

the New York program used an 

ambulance that was staffed by 

physicians and nurses. By 1969, similar 

programs had been initiated at a number 

of other locations around the United 

States. 
 

But there was a fundamental problem 

with these early programs. It was very 

expensive and extremely inefficient to 

have a physician and nurse sitting 

around, on stand-by, just waiting for an 

emergency call to come in. The obvious 

solution to the problem was to train 

existing emergency responders, police, 

firefighters, and/or ambulance 

attendants, to perform emergency 

medical procedures under the 

supervision of a nurse or physician. This 

delivery of advanced medical care by 

lay people became known as 

paramedicine. 
 

At first, responders trained in 

paramedicine reported the condition and 

vital signs of a patient to an attending 

physician or nurse, by radio, and then 

received specific instructions for 

providing treatment. As technology 

improved, medical telemetry (e.g., an 

EKG) could also be sent to the physician 

or nurse for evaluation. Between 1968 

and 1971, paramedicine programs were 

established in: Marietta, Georgia; 

Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania (the Freedom 

House Project); Portland, Oregon; 

Miami, Florida; Haywood County, 

North Carolina; Seattle, Washington; 

and Los Angeles, California 
  
In 1967, Dr. Eugene Nagel, at Jackson 

Memorial Hospital in Miami, trained 



firefighters to use “portable” cardiac 

defibrillators, and established a pilot 

program that allowed specially-trained 

firefighters to transmit cardiac telemetry 

and receive physician instructions via 

radio. This program is considered by 

many to represent the foundation for all 

advanced emergency medical services 

that exist in the United States today. 
 

The Freedom House Project involved 

training 44 unemployed men from the 

predominantly African-American Hill 

and Oakland Districts of Pittsburgh. The 

training started in 1967, and the 

Freedom House responders were first 

deployed in the summer of 1968. Based 

upon the scope of their training (which 

at the time was far more advanced than 

that of similar programs in places such 

as Miami, FL and Seattle, WA, and their 

performance, the Freedom House 

responders are generally considered to 

have been the first emergency medical 

technicians in the U.S.  
 

The Los Angeles paramedicine program 

was showcased by the television show 

Emergency!, which ran from 1972 – 

1977. 
 

Of special note is the military program, 

“Military Assistance to Safety & 

Traffic” (MAST), which was started in 

1969 at Fort Sam Houston in San 

Antonio, Texas.  Combat medics and 

corpsmen stationed at five initial pilot 

locations were provided with additional 

training for medical emergencies 

commonly encountered in civilian 

environments (e.g., heart attacks; 

strokes; vehicle crashes; home and 

industrial accidents). When requested by 

local emergency agencies, these 

“emergency paramedical rescue” men 

provided advanced on-scene emergency 

medical treatment and rapid evacuation 

of patient(s) by helicopter to a hospital 

facility. The program was proof of 

concept that advanced care in the field, 

combined with rapid transportation to 

clinical facilities, really did save lives. 

Based at least in part on the results 

documented by the MAST program, 

other paramedicine programs soon 

began expanding the scope of their 

training to cover a wide variety of 

emergency medical conditions beyond 

just coronary care.  
 

The Federal Mandate – A Nationwide 

EMS System  
 

In response to recommendations in the 

1966 National Academy of Sciences’ 

National Research Council report, the 

United States Congress passed the 

National Highway Safety Act of 1966.  

This Act directed the US Department of 

Transportation to set national standards 

for ambulances and the training of 

ambulance personnel, and tied the 

release of future federal highway project 

matching funds to implementation of 

these standards by the states.  
 

The National Highway Transportation 

Safety Administration (NHTSA, part of 

USDOT) was given authority to define 

the various titles given to, and to 

develop training curricula for, pre-

hospital emergency medical workers 

based upon the level of care they 

provide. The first training that 

conformed to the NHTSA national 

standard curriculum for entry-level 

emergency medical technicians (EMT-

Ambulance) was offered in 1971. 
 

EMS was “re-branded” when NHTSA 

designed and introduced the now-

familiar blue Star of Life in 1973, to 

replace the red or orange cross that had 

traditionally been used to identify 

ambulances and emergency medical 

personnel. 
 

Congress passed the Emergency 

Medical Services Systems Act of 1973, 

which beginning in 1974, provided 

funding to states for establishment and 

initial operations, and/or expansion and 

improvement, of emergency medical 

systems. It was this funding that made 

the availability of emergency medical 

technicians (EMTs) possible in many 

areas of the country. 
 

The Evolution of 

“Paramedics” 
 

In the early days, most 

paramedicine responders 

operated under direct supervision of a 

physician or nurse who provided 

specific orders for the treatment 

procedures to be performed. Up until 

1970, the law almost everywhere in the 

United States prohibited anyone but a 

physician or registered nurse from 

providing medical diagnosis or 

treatment. 
 

The first known responders to be 

authorized to provide care solely from 

standing orders (i.e., no direct contact 

with or direct supervision by a nurse or 

physician) were the Haywood County 

(North Carolina) Volunteer Rescue 

Squad, in 1969.  
 

Starting in California in 1970, laws were 

slowly changed, state-by-state, to 

recognize and give legal authority to 

practitioners of paramedicine. By 1977, 

operating from standing physician 

orders had become the national standard 

for emergency paramedical responders.   

 

As early as 1969, responders providing 

advanced emergency medical care were 

being referred to as “paramedics”. 

However, there was no universally-

accepted definition of this term, and as a 

result, people within a very wide 

spectrum of skill level and capability 

were being called paramedics. In fact, 

most paramedics operating in the United 

States prior to 1978 were trained to a 

level that would only meet qualifications 

for one of the lower levels of EMT by 

today’s standards.   
 

In 1976, the title “Emergency Medical 

Technician - Paramedic” (EMT-P) was 

adopted by the National Association of 

EMTs as official name for the highest 

level of advanced pre-hospital 

emergency medical providers. The title 

was almost immediately also recognized 

and adopted by NHTSA. 
 

To guarantee uniformity in the level of 

care provided across the country, 

NHTSA developed a national standard 

curriculum for paramedics in 1976. The 

first training that conformed to this 

national standard was conducted in 

1977.  
 

Conclusion 
 

In 1972, there were only a handful (less 

than 10) of full-fledged paramedicine 

emergency response programs operating 

in the United States, and at least half of 

those programs were considered at the 

time to be temporary or experimental 

(i.e., pilot programs). Thanks to federal 

mandates and funding, advanced-level 

emergency medical service programs 

began operating in an additional 25 

states between 1973 and 1974, and, by 

the beginning of 1978, there was at least 

one functioning “paramedic” program 

operating in every state of the country. 
 

As the 1970s came to an end, emergency 

medical care provided by at least a basic 

or intermediate EMT was available to 

the majority of the American population. 

By 1985, emergency response by 

“national curriculum” paramedics 

(EMT-P) had become the standard of 

care throughout the United States. As a 

result of the emergence of paramedicine, 

and the implementation of a nationwide 

emergency medical system, people 

living in the United States today have a 

substantially higher likelihood of 

surviving a serious accident or medical 

emergency than they did just 40 years 

ago. 
 

Part 2 of this article, the “History of 

EMS in Central Lane County,” will 

appear in the Fall/Winter issue of Flash 

Point. 



Garrett DeGraw 

Recognized by LFA for 

His Eagle Scout Project 
 

 

In October 

of 2017, 

Lane Fire 

Authority 

recognized 

Garrett 

DeGraw for 

his work last summer organizing friends 

and groups to paint 202 fire hydrants in 

Veneta.   This was Garrett’s Boy Scouts 

of America Eagle Project.  Garrett, a 

junior at Sheldon High School, is a 

neighbor of retired Assistant Chief Rod 

Smith, who set up the initial contacts for 

Garrett’s project. 

 

Lt. Tim Welch provided logistic 

information on hydrant locations and 

painting schedules.  Chief Smith helped 

arrange the purchase of painting 

supplies.  Garrett organized and helped 

supervise the work parties, which were 

made up of family members, friends, 

fellow scouts and members of Garrett’s 

church. 

 

Garrett was recognized for his work by 

KEZI, the Fern Ridge Review (both 

arranged by Lt. Tressa Miller), and at 

evening drill on Wednesday, Oct. 18, 

where Garrett was introduced by Chief 

Smith and presented a certificate of 

appreciation by Chief Ney. 

 

 

LFA Recognition Awards 

for the 2017 
 

Congratulations to the following LFA 

members who were recognized for their 

outstanding contributions to the 

department.   Recognition was given at 

the annual Awards Banquet held on 

Saturday, March 10, 2018. 
 

 

Recognition for three years of service 

on the department: Rudy Clark,Matt 

Conrad, Matt Seckler, Kavi Taraka, 

Taylor Wilson.  

  

Recognition for five years of service: 

Ken Cates, Katy Johnson, Cole Webster, 

Jesse West 

 

Recognition ten years of service: Don 

Hutto, Dustin Lemmon, Larry Merrill, 

Casey Pape, Mara Solano. 

 

Recognition for fifteen years of 

service recognition: Barry Nelson, Matt 

Snauer, Ethan Wilkie 

 

Twenty years of service recognition:  

Mark Boren, Kristin Peterson 

 

Cadet of the Year:  Violet Douglass 

 

Rookie of the Year:   Echo Cooper 

 

Instructors of the Year: Preston Henne,  

Tressa Miller 

 

EMT of the Year:  Matt Seckler 

 

Firefighters of the Year  

    

North Battalion:  McKenna Hoy 

Central Battalion: Katy Garcia 

South Battalion: Palmer Deedon 

 

Officers of the Year:   

 

Central/South Battalion.:  

Michael Thompson 

North Battalion:  

Katy Johnson 

  

Community Service Award:   

Mark Boren  

Stan Turner 

 

Chief’s Award:  Conor Irving 

 

Honor Wall:  Honor Wall recipients are 

recognized for their longevity in the fire 

service and their outstanding 

contributions to Lane Fire Authority and 

its previous affiliates.  Each Honor Wall 

recipient has a plaque hung in their 

honor on the upstairs training room wall 

at LFA’s main station, located in 

Veneta.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

        Jim Drew – 51 Years of Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      Bruce Jensen – 26 Years of Service 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     Mike Siewert  - 45 Years of Service 
 

Signs of a Stroke: 

What to Watch For 
 

A stroke occurs when the blood supply 

to part of your brain is interrupted or 

reduced, depriving brain tissue of 

oxygen and nutrients.  Because brain 

tissue can die within minutes, it is 

critical to call 911 if you experience or 

witness any of the following; trouble 

speaking and understanding; paralysis or 

numbness in the face, arm or leg; trouble 

seeing in one or both eyes; sudden or 

severe headache; and/or trouble 

walking. 

To identify a stroke patient, think 

“FAST”.  Ask the individual to: 

 

“Face”: Ask the person to smile, does 

one side of the face droop? 

“Arms”: Have the person raise both 

arms.  Does one arm drift downward or 

is the person unable to raise up one or 

both arms. 

“Speech”: Ask the person to repeat a 

simple phrase.  Is the speech slurred or 

strange. 

“Time”: If you observe any of the three 

signs above, call 911 immediately. 
 

_____________________________________________ 

 

LFA Emergency 

Calls - January 

1 to May 31, 

2018: 2101 

 

____________________________ 

 

 
 
 
 
   
 

 

 
 

Flash Point is published semi-

annually by Lane Fire Authority.  

Visit our website www.lanefire.org.  

Please direct comments and questions 

to the Editor, Stan Turner, by calling 

(541) 935-2226 or by sending written 

comments to Lane Fire Authority, 

P.O. Box 275, Veneta, OR. 

 

 
97487. 
 


