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SPECIAL NOTICE: Because of 
the very dry summer and fall, 
backyard burning has been 
postponed until, at the 

earliest, November 1st. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

From the Chief's Desk 
By Terry Ney, LFA Fire Chief 

 

Dear Neighbor, 
 

If you’ve been following the news then 
you know that we’ve had an incredibly 
busy couple of months. Wildland fires in 
Oregon and Washington have burned 
tens of thousands of acres, devastated 
communities and taken the lives of three 
firefighters with the U.S. Forest Service.  
 

Lane Fire Authority spent over 3200 
hours helping other agencies battle these 
fires, loaning apparatus and equipment 
to the cause as well as nine emergency 
personnel. We are able to lend a helping 
hand to communities in need without 
impacting emergency service levels to 
people we serve because of a special 
partnership that makes us stronger. 
 

You see, Lane Fire Authority is actually 
two fire districts – Lane County Fire 
District 1 and Lane Rural Fire/Rescue – 
operating under a special agreement 
since 2012. By working together, we 
have reduced administrative overhead, 
as well as costs for training, equipment, 
fuel, and other supplies.  
 

Working together also has improved 
emergency coverage and services for 

our community. Now we can respond to 
nearly all of our own emergencies, 
whereas, in the past, the individual fire 
districts relied more on mutual aid from 
other agencies which often took longer. 
As a fire authority, we have added one 
more ambulance, staffed one more fire 
station full-time, and have additional 
emergency response units ready to serve 
our community.  
 

Combining two fire districts is more 
cost-effective and efficient for 
taxpayers. It also means that when 
wildland fires happen, we can help other 
communities without reducing service to 
your family or business.  
 

The new and improved Lane Fire 
Authority provides fire, life safety and 
emergency medical services (EMS) to a 
combined 36,000 residents over 276 
square miles. Our career and volunteer 
emergency personnel respond to over 
4,700 emergency calls per year, 85% of 
which are EMS-related. We operate 
under a balanced budget, and have 
passed all of our accountability and 
financial audits as well.  
 

Both fire districts wanted to make sure 
the partnership would work before 
asking voters to finalize the merger. It 
looks like we will ask voters to do that 
sometime in 2016. In the meantime, 
please keep the firefighters on the front 
lines in your thoughts and prayers.  
 

Thank you for the opportunity to serve,  
 

TERRY NEY 
Fire Chief  

 

Know The Signs of Stroke 
and Heart Attack   

 

 
 

Stroke and heart attacks are events that 
require immediate attention.  New 
treatments for stroke patients, if they are 
delivered to the hospital in a timely 
manner, have made a significant 
difference in the outcome.  Rapid 
intervention for a person showing the 
signs of an impending heart attack or 
experiencing an attack itself, can make a 
big difference.  At the first signs of 
distress, call 911 to start the EMS 
(Emergency Medical System) process.  
The American Heart Association offers 
the following information: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

● Sudden numbness or weakness of the 
face, arm or leg,  especially on one side 
of  the body. 

● Sudden confusion, trouble speaking or 
understanding. 
● Sudden trouble seeing in one or both 
eyes. 
● Sudden trouble walking, dizziness, 
loss of balance or coordination. 
● Sudden, severe headache with no 
known cause. 
 

Warning signs of a heart attack: 

● Chest discomfort that lasts more than 
a few minutes or goes away and comes 
back. It can feel like uncomfortable 
pressure, squeezing, fullness or pain.  

● Discomfort in other areas of the upper 
body including pain or discomfort in one 
or both arms, the back, neck, jaw or  
stomach. 
● Shortness of breath which may occur 
with or without chest discomfort. 
● Other signs may include breaking out 
in a cold sweat,  nausea or 
lightheadedness. 
● As with men, the most common heart 
attack symptom in women is chest pain 
or discomfort.  However, it’s important 
to note that women are more likely to 
experience the other common 
symptoms, particularly shortness of 
breath, nausea/ vomiting and back or 
jaw pain. 
 

Cardiac arrest strikes immediately 
and without warning.  The signs 
include: 

● Sudden loss of responsiveness (no 
response to tapping on the shoulders). 
● No normal breathing (the victim does 
not take a normal breath when you tilt 
their head up and check for at least five  
seconds. 
 

Please note: Your ability to perform CPR is 
critical to the survival of a patient in cardiac 
arrest.  LFA offers classes on CPR.  Call 
(541) 935-2226 for dates and times. 

Featured in this issue of 
Flash Point: 

 

- Backyard burning: When, where,   
   why and safety (page 3). 
- 2015-16 LFA Burn Permit (page 3) 
- Winter home and property  
   safety check list (page 4). 

- How to prevent flue fires. 
- Signs of stroke and heart attack. 
 



Flue Fire Prevention 
By Tressa Miller, LFA Fire Prevention Coordinator 

and Dean Chappell, LFA Fire Marshall 
 

During the winter 
months, flue 
(chimney) fires are 
among our most 
frequent calls . . . 
some lead to major 
house fires.  Flue 

fires are the product of creosote buildup 
within the chimney.  When creosote 
ignites, it often burns with an alarming 
"roar" and intense heat that severely 
compromises the flue/chimney.  
Chimneys made out of brick or masonry 
can crack and significantly degrade, 
opening spaces for hot gases and flame 
to travel into attics and walls.  
Extremely hot metal stove pipes can 
warp, separate at the seams and rust 
rapidly, and like masonry chimneys, can 
allow hot gases and flame to travel into 
walls and attics. 
  

If you have fire in your chimney . . . 
get everyone out of the house, as fire 
can spread with incredible speed. Call  
9-1-1 from a safe distance using your 
cell phone or from a neighbor's house. 
Do not try to put out the fire by pouring 
or spraying water down the chimney.  
The sudden change in temperature can 
further degrade the chimney. 
After a  flue fire, DO NOT continue 
using the fire place or wood stove.  Call 
a chimney service professional to clean 
and inspect the chimney as well as 
assess the damage. Your chimney may 
need to be repaired and possibly relined 
to make it safe for further use.  Be aware 
that chimney renovation can be 
expensive. The expense may be covered 
by your insurance, but it would be wise 
to check with your agent. 
 

The anatomy of a flue fire:   
 
 
 
 
 

 
Masonry Flue              Flue found on many wood stoves 

 

Heated wood releases hydrocarbon 
gases. When these get hot enough (about 
1100 degrees F) they mix with air and 
catch fire. When hearth or woodstove 
fires smolder, unburned gases condense 
and deposit on the stovepipes and the 
flue as runny acids and liquid tars that 
harden into creosote. Both a cool flue 
and steam from green or wet wood 
encourage this condensation. 
 
Creosote can appear as any of the 
following; 
- a sooty powder 

- a gummy mess 
- a hard glaze 
- or a deposit that looks like burnt 
marshmallows. 
 

A creosote fire can burn with such blast-
furnace intensity that it sets off this 
frightening chain of events: "Crumbling 

and cracking mortar; Balls of flaming 

creosote shoot out of the chimney top 

onto the roof; Clay-tile fluliners crack 

open; Stainless steel liners warp, buckle 

and separate at the seams; Masonry in 

the chimney expands with such force 

that sections of the chimney can blow 

out; flames can spread to the structure 

or roof of the house even explode into 

the room". 
 

Tar-glazed Creosote: This type of 
creosote makes for the hottest burning 
fuel for a flue fire. The thicker the layer 
of creosote, the hotter the fire. The heat 
generated by this inferno can raise to 
ignition point, the temperature of wood 
structures on the other side of a 
chimney, so that it also starts to burn 
threatening the entire house. Wood 
doesn't necessarily need contact with 
fire in order to ignite. It just needs"air, 

oxygen and enough heat." 
 

A house may survive the first chimney 
fire, but the intense heat has started 
pyrolyzing nearby combustibles, thus 
lowering their ignition temperature. This 
makes the structure very vulnerable to a 
subsequent chimney fire. 
A damaged flueliner can no longer 
protect either the chimney or the house. 
Instead of being all burned out, creosote 
may instead be all puffed up to the point 
of partially or completely blocking the 
flue. 
What is Pyrolysis:  Pyrolysis is chemical 
decomposition caused by heat. Severely 
pyrolyzed wood can ignite at only 2l2 
degrees F, while it would normally have 
a catch-fire temperature of about 500 
degrees F. 
 

Excessive creosote build-up is caused 
by one or more of the following:  

 

A flue too big for the 
appliance it serves. Most 
open fireplace flues are 
too big to be used to vent 

a woodburning stove or a fireplace insert 
without a liner. This causes a sluggish 
fluedraft effect and gases expand to fill 
the space then quickly cool down, 
allowing creosote to deposit on the 
chimney walls, where it sticks much like 
thick glue. 
 
Solution: Install a stainless steel liner 
that is properly sized for the stove or 
fireplace insert. A liner is required by 

many building codes when installing a 
fireplace insert in an open fireplace.  
 

Poor woodburning 
habits, such as 
severely limiting 
the air supply in a 
stove to achieve an 
all-night burn can 
cause a sluggish 
draft. When a 
smoldering fire 
doesn't get hot enough to burn the 
volatile gases released by the wood, 
creosote quickly forms. 
 
Solution: Burn smaller, hotter fires 
using seasoned firewood with a good 
draft. Never air-starve the fire. This 
way, the heat will quickly warm up the 
flue and increase the draft, while volatile 
gases burn up in the stove the way they 
should.  As a result your chimney will 
have much less creosote build up.  
 

An oversize or outdated stove. When a 
stove is too big for the space it heats, it's 
likely to be burned in the closed down, 
creosote-producing mode. Also, many 
stoves sold in the 70s and early 80s are 
now obsolete. They're not as clean 
burning as the newer, certified models 
designed to meet new emissions 
standards. 
 

Solution: Replace your old stove with a 
new high-tech unit correctly sized for 
the space you want to heat and matched 
with the proper venting system. 
 
A neglected chimney flue. Many of us 
don't give our chimneys a second 
thought until something goes wrong. In 
addition to practicing good wood 
burning habits, initiate a regular 
inspection and maintenance program for 
your chimney flue.  Find an 
experienced, certified professional to 
clean and inspect your flue on an annual 
basis.  If you clean your own flue, do so 
practicing good safety techniques for 
using ladders and climbing on roofs. 
 

A Final Note: 
 

If you are planning to install a wood 
stove, please note, stove and chimney 

installation are "NOT" home 
handyman chores. Proper installation 
calls for professional know-how, special 
training, technical expertise and 
familiarity with the local building codes.  
Be sure to check with Lane County on 
required building permits. Installation 
that is done without official inspection 
and permits will void insurance 
coverage and most important, could lead 
to a tragic fire. 



Back Yard Burning & 
Common Sense 

 

Depending on the weather and 
air quality, burn season will not 
open until, at the earliest, 
Sunday, November 1, 2015. 
(Note: you must live outside the 
Eugene Urban Growth Boundary 
to be able to burn in your 
backyard). If you are planning on 

burning this season, please keep this page.  
It contains your "burn permit." 
  

Why do we have a limited burning season 
and require a burn permit on the premises?  
It is all related to health concerns, safety, 
and not burning when there is high fire 
danger. If you do burn, your burn piles 
must be no larger than three cubic yards 
(multiple burn piles are allowed). Your 
burn piles are limited to yard vegetation 
(woody debris, leaves, or grass). You 
cannot burn paper, rubber products, tires, 
plastic, garbage, petroleum and petroleum-
treated materials, asphalt, industrial waste, 
or any material that creates dense smoke or 
noxious odors.  A shovel and adequate 
water supply must be nearby.  An adult 
must be present and all fires must be 
extinguished by dark (this is so smoke can 
escape more readily into the atmosphere).  
 

What you can do to reduce or eliminate 
backyard burning: 
  

► Precycle – Buy recyclable products. 
► Compost – Let your yard debris and 
food waste decay.  There are some great 
and easy ways to do this. Go to  
http://www.wikihow.com/Compost. 
► Reduce – Reduce the amount of “junk” 
mail you receive.  Tell companies to 
remove your name from their mailing lists. 
► Reuse – Think before your burn if the 
item can be reused, fixed, or salvaged. 
► Recycle – Recycling has come a long 
way.  You can now recycle such items as 
newspaper, magazines, “junk” mail, glass, 
metal, and plastics.  Contact your local 
recycling center for more information. 
► Properly Dispose of Waste – Do not 
litter, dump, or burn your waste items.  Use 
a waste collection service, transfer station, 
convenience center, or local landfill. 
► Cover Your Burn Piles and for the first 
backyard burn of the season wait  until 
we've had a good soaking rain. 
 

Before you burn, remember to call the 
Lane Regional Air Protection Authority 
using the phone number on your burn 
permit.  Each day, LRAPA analyzes air 
quality and weather data to determine if 
ventilation is sufficient to allow open 
burning in the Willamette Valley. 
 

If you would like to learn more about the 
regulations related to backyard burning, the 
State of Oregon air quality rules that govern 
open burning are found in Oregon 
Administrative Rules, Chapter 340, 
Division 264.  It is important to be aware 
that open burning violations can result in 
penalties of up to $10,000 per day of 
violation. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Winter Safety Check List 
 

Each year we publish a Winter Safety 
Check List as an aid in helping you keep 
your home and family free from harm.  
Please take a few moments to review this 
list and take action where needed. 
 

Woodstove, Pellet Stove, Fire Place: 
If you use a fireplace, wood stove or 
pellet stove, have the flue cleaned 
annually, more frequently if you have 
to burn “green” or wet wood.  One of 
our most frequent calls in the winter is 
for flue fires caused by creosote 
buildup in chimneys and stove pipes. 
Such fires can readily extend into 
walls, ceilings, and attics. 
 
Smoke Alarms: Check your smoke 
alarms monthly.  If possible, vacuum 
dust from the face and vents.  Press 
the test buttons to make sure they are 
functioning. Alarms that are ten years 
or older should be replaced with new 
units (some new smoke alarms are 
required by law to have batteries that 
last ten years).  You should have a 
smoke alarm in every sleeping area on 
every floor. If you have smoke alarms 
that are wired into the house 
electricity, change the backup battery 
at least once per year.  
 
Home Escape Plan: Develop a home 
escape plan – every family member 
should know two ways out of every 
room and a safe place to meet outside.  
Practice your escape plan at least 
twice a year and make sure your 
smoke alarms are loud enough to 
wake up the occupants of your house. 
 
Portable Electric Heaters: Make sure 
all your electric portable heaters have 
36 inches of empty space around them 
and are attached directly to an outlet. 
Never use extension cords with 
portable heaters. Your heater should 
have a “tip over switch” which shuts 
the heater off if it falls over.  Check 
the heater’s electric cord for frays or 
cracks, and while the heater is on, feel 
the cord to see if it is getting hot.  The 
cords should never have anything on 
or over them.    Overheated cords are a 
common cause of fire. Never use 
kerosene heaters, barbecues, charcoal 
grills or camp stoves indoors as they 
can produce carbon monoxide, a 
deadly odorless and colorless gas. 
 
Extension Cords: Inspect all 
appliance cords for cracks and frays.  
Never run extension cords under rugs 
or furniture.  Do not use extension 
cords for appliances drawing heavy 
amounts of current.  Make sure the 
cord can handle the amount of current 
demanded by the appliance. 
 
Electrical Outlets: Make sure 
electrical outlets are not overloaded.  

Outlet extenders that allow multiple 
connections to one outlet can easily 
lead to overloading.  
 
Cooking: Always be cautious when 
cooking.  Stove-caused fires and 
burns are more frequent in the winter 
months. Use a lid to extinguish grease 
fires – never use water! 
 
Candles: Never leave burning 
candles unattended.  Use sturdy fire-
proof candle holders. Make sure all 
candles are away from flammable 
material.  Try using “flameless” 
candles.  They are scented and flicker 
just like a real candle. 
 
Holiday Lights: Use UL-
approved holiday lights, check them 
for damaged cords and broken bulbs, 
and be careful not  to overload 
circuits—don’t connect more than 
three strings on  a single line. Use 
small “twinkle” lights or LEDs.  They 
use less electricity and are much 
cooler.   
 
Christmas Tree: If you buy a tree for 
the holidays, make sure it is fresh (the 
needles should be deep-green and 
flexible) and water it daily—a tree can 
use more than a gallon of water per 
day! 
 
Holiday Decorations: Keep holiday 
decorations away from candles, 
holiday lights, and other heat sources.  
If at all possible, holiday decorations 
should be non-combustible or flame 
resistant. In homes with small 
children, take special care to avoid 
decorations that are small, sharp or 
breakable.   Avoid trimmings that 
resemble candy or food as children 
might try to eat them. 
 
Gas/Propane Appliances: If you have 
propane appliances, make sure they are 
properly vented.  Know the location of 
the supply valve.  If you smell 
propane, do not operate any switches.  
Evacuate your home and call 911 from 
a portable phone.  
 

Flammable Liquids:  
Store flammable liquids in tightly 
sealed containers, placed in a well- 
vented area away from your home. 
Use all gas powered tools and 
equipment out-of-doors and make sure 
they have cooled down before refilling 
them.  
 
Carbon Monoxide Detectors: Install 
a carbon monoxide alarm if you use 
propane, have wood-fueled appliances 
in your home, or have an attached 
garage. 

 
Teach Your Children Fire Safety:  
Teach your children that fire is a tool 
adults use for cooking and heating, not 

a toy to play with.        Keep matches 
and lighters out of the reach of 
children. 
 
Make Backup Copies of Your 
Personal Documents and Photos: 
Use your computer and a scanner to 
copy precious family photos and 
important documents (deeds, birth 
certificates, passports, credit card 
numbers, key phone numbers, etc.).  
Transfer the scanned items onto a CD 
or DVD and place the disc in a safe 
deposit box or give copies to trusted 
friends or relatives.  You can also 
have  your photos transferred to discs 
at many photo outlets.   
 
Assemble an Emergency Cache: 
During the winter months, heavy 
winds, flooding, and snow, often 
accompanied by lengthy power 
outages, could  isolate you and your 
family for several days.  Assemble an 
“emergency cache” of food and 
drinking water that could sustain your 
family for three to four days.  Also, 
make sure that you have extra blankets 
or sleeping bags, a first aid kit, a 
working flashlight, and a portable 
radio plus spare batteries.   

 

 

Chimney Brushes Available 
for Loan from Lane Fire 

Authority 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
While Lane Fire Authority recommends 
that you have your chimney flue cleaned 
by a professional, the department 
recognizes that some of our patrons are 
"do-it-yourselfers" and want to clean 
their chimney flue on their own.  We 
offer chimney brushes on loan,  but 
individuals who take advantage of our 
program are required to sign a 
disclaimer which states Lane Fire 

Authority assumes no responsibility for 

the user's safety, damage or liability to 

the property, nor the outcome of the 
use of the loaned equipment.  If you are 
interested in borrowing a chimney 
brush, please call Julie Meriwether, LFA 
Administrative Assistant (541) 935-
2226.  If you have detailed questions, 
ask to speak with Lt. Tressa Miller : 
(541) 935-2226, Ext. 222. 

 
 
 
 
 



Why Do They Do That? 
By Assistant Chief Steve Strain 

 

There has been an old expression that 
“you fight fire with fire” which has been 
used to describe matching one force 
with an equal force.  Recently, on the 
news, we have seen many images of 
firefighters in wildland fires with a torch 
in hand setting more fires.  “Isn’t the fire 
big enough” you might ask?   Just how 
does lighting more fire put out the 
original fire? 
 

All fires need three things to burn, 
oxygen, heat, and fuel. Take away any 
one of those things and the fire goes out.  
When we set “back fires” or do what we 
call “burn outs” we are eliminating the 
fuel portion of the fire ahead of where 
the fire is going. That way, when the fire 
arrives to that point it is starved for fuel 
and either goes out, or diminishes to the 
point it can be fought by hand crews.   
How do we know which way a fire is 
going to go, you may ask? When a fire 
is small, its movement is dependent on 
wind and topography (assuming the 
fuels are all the same). Wind obviously 
carries the fire in the direction it is 
blowing. Wind also adds that needed 
ingredient (oxygen) and can quickly 
intensify the fire.  We can generally say 
that a fire unchecked by firefighting 
efforts will double in size every minute.  
Add significant wind of over ten miles 
per hour and that doubling rate increases 
proportionally.  Fire most easily travels 
uphill. It preheats the fuels closest to the 
flames (uphill side) so that is the 
direction in which it will travel fastest.  
As the fire gets bigger, it sends a large 
plume of smoke high into the air.  The 
smoke carries with it the usual products 
of combustion (carbon dioxide, carbon 
monoxide, particles of ash, and heat).  
Some of the particles of ash become so 
large that they are still burning when 
they are carried up into the smoke 
column, and are deposited down-wind 
creating new little fires or “spot fires” as 
we call them.  As the heat rises with the 
smoke, it leaves room for more air to 
take its place and now the fire is creating 
its own wind.  Fire winds usually blow 
toward the fire and provide an excellent 
opportunity to employ the back firing 
methods thus fighting fire with fire. 

Why can’t the firefighters just use water 
to put out the fire?  Once a fire becomes 
so large and widespread, it becomes 
impossible to stop the fire with water 
alone.  We just can’t carry that much 
water and if the fuels are large (trees and 
structures) the heat will turn the water to 
steam before it even reaches the source 
of the fire. The radiant heat makes it 
impossible for firefighters to get close 
enough for the hose streams to reach the 
flames.  Some forest fires burn with 
such intensity, it is uncomfortable to 
stand closer than the length of a football 
field away.  
 

If the fire is allowed to grow even 
larger, a new phenomenon occurs called 
“column collapse”.  The heat and smoke 
column rises so high into the atmosphere 
that it begins to cool rapidly.  With the 
weight of all the heavy particles and the 
condensing of the gasses due to cooling, 
they begin to fall.  Again they carry with 
them fresh air from above causing a 
massive down draft that blows out from 
the middle of the fire area in all 
directions.  Much the same effect as 
blowing on a smoky camp fire, the fire 
intensifies and spreads in all directions.  
For firefighters, a collapsing column is 
one of the most dangerous occurrences.  
Firefighters need wide areas where fuels 
have been eliminated by bulldozers or 
back burns to be prepared for this event.  
Often firefighters may need to even burn 
out an open grassy area as a safety zone 
to provide a place of refuge from a fast 
moving wildfire or from a column 
collapse event.   
 

 

Back fires and burnouts are excellent 
tools provided by Mother Nature to help 
us combat raging infernos.  Burning 
fuels in a controlled manner with secure 
containment lines ahead of an 
unchecked wildfire is often the best 
option.  Many times all we can hope to 
do is contain the fire until ultimately the 
rain comes and fully extinguishes the 
fire-days, weeks or even months later.  

LFA Will Participate in 
Several Holiday Community 

Events  
 

Each year, between Thanksgiving and 
the new year, Lane Fire Authority helps 
our local communities collect food and 
toys for those in need and supports a 
variety of community holiday events.  
We encourage you to mark on your 
calendar the following LFA holiday 
activities: 
 

Friday, December 4th and Saturday, 
December 5th marks Lane Fire 
Authority's annual "Stuff the Truck" 
event, to be held at the West Lane 
Shopping Center. On both December 4 
and 5, community members will be 
asked by members of Lane Fire 
Authority to "stuff the truck" with toys 
and non-perishable food.  Our local 
postal carriers will also be collecting 
nonperishable/canned food and together, 
the items collected will be distributed 
locally by the Kiwanis of Fern Ridge. 
Our 1952 Mack Fire Engine, once one 
of the "front-line apparatus" responding 
from the Crow Fire District, will be 
featured. 

 

On Saturday, December 12, North 
Battalion will be holding its annual 
Light Parade which travels through the 
Irving neighborhood.  The North 
Battalion Light Parade features 
decorated fire apparatus as well as the 
presence of Santa and Fire Pup.  Many 
neighbors generously donate food and 
toys which are collected by LFA 
department members and given to Food 
for Lane County and Toys for Tots.  
 

If you would like to make a donation of 
toys and/or nonperishable food and are 
unable to attend either event you are 
invited to drop off your donations at one 
of our two main stations;  in Veneta at 
88050 Territorial Highway or in the 
Irving neighborhood at Station 115 
located at 29999 Hallett Street. 

 



Elmira-Noti 
Rural Fire 
Protection 

District 
 
 

by Fred Scalise, LFA Historian 
 

This article is the fourth in a series on the history 

of the former fire districts that make up Lane Fire 

Authority. 
 

The area west of the confluence of 
Baker Creek and Long Tom River, 
including a portion of the new eastside 
military road (Territorial Road), was 
settled by Isaac Duckworth in 1851.  In 
the 1870s, Mr. Duckworth began selling 
and leasing portions of his land claim, 
which resulted in the creation of a small 
settlement (known as Duckworth 
Landing) along Territorial Road, just 
north of Long Tom River. 
 

The first business, Byron Ellmaker’s 
blacksmith shop, opened in 1880 (the 
shop was located on a site that today is 
occupied by the Elmira Post Office and 
the former Elmira Family Store).  Mr. 
Ellmaker became the local postmaster in 
1884, and had the name of the town 
changed to Elmira that same year. 
 

In 1892, Thomas Duckworth, son of 
Isaac, platted 25 lots located between 
present-day Territorial Road, Jefferson 
Street, Horn Road, and Fountain Road 
as the “Townsite of Elmira”.  By 1896, 
the town was at the crossroads of two 
significant stagecoach lines (the line 
running between Portland and 
California, and a recently-opened line 
between Eugene and Mapleton), and 
quickly began to grow.  By 1910, Elmira 
was home to three stores, a stagecoach 
stop (livery and rooms), three 
blacksmith shops, two churches, two 
sawmills, a public grade school, and a 
public high school. 
 

Elmira’s preeminence as a commercial 
center ended in 1913 when the railroad 
bypassed the town, going through 
Veneta instead.  Despite this setback, the 
little town prospered right through the 
1950s and into the 1960s.  In 1960, the 
town supported three stores, three 
gasoline stations, an elementary school, 
a regional middle school, and a regional 
high school.  But what Elmira didn’t 
have was a fire department. 
 

* * * 
In 1862, James P. Chesher settled on 
600 acres about 6 miles to the west of 
present-day Elmira, and built a house 
between Elk Creek and Noti Creek, just 
west of where they met and created the 
Long Tom River.  The settlement known 
as “Chesher”, complete with a post 

office and school, was established by 
1875.   
 

With a railroad line from Eugene to the 
coast proposed to run through the 
Chesher area, Earl and Edna Parsons 
divided their land holdings in the area 
into lots and streets, platting the town of 
Portola in 1908.  The Portola Inn and the 
Suttle & Rapp general merchandise 
store were the first commercial ventures 
opened in the town in 1911. A sawmill 
to provide ties for the advancing railroad 
was established in the town in 1912.  A 
post office, called Noti, was opened in 
the Suttle store in 1913, and that became 
the official name for the town thereafter. 
 
By the late 1930s, Noti was a thriving, 
relatively self-sufficient little town with 
two significant lumber mills, a general 
store, grocery store, two gasoline 
stations, a hotel, tavern, two barber 
shops, a restaurant, dance hall, and a 
grade school.  But, like many other rural 
towns, Noti did not have a fire 
department.  
 

* * * 
Prior to the mid-1960s, the Western 
Lane Fire Patrol (a cooperative funded 
by major timberland owners) was the 
primary source for fire protection in the 
rural areas west of Eugene.  However, 
the Patrol’s primary duty was to protect 
forest lands, and they were neither 
trained nor equipped to effectively fight 
structure fires.  A nearby fire district 
would sometimes send assistance, but 
response was often not timely, and was 
never guaranteed.  When fires did occur, 
they had the potential to be devastating - 
like the one that permanently shuttered 
Noti’s largest employer when the 
Forcia-Larsen lumber mill burned to the 
ground in 1946.  It was a simple fact of 
life back then: when someone’s house 
caught fire, it usually burned to the 
ground; if the fire occurred overnight, 
someone often died. 
 

A “super” fire district, which would 
have included the Elmira and Noti areas, 
was proposed and discussed in 1948 
through 1951.  Practical, political, and 
financial road-blocks derailed the effort.  
There was an attempt to form an Elmira 
and Noti fire department in 1962 and 
1963, but lack of support and funding 
resulted in this effort also failing.  It 
took a tragedy to motivate residents of 
Elmira and Noti to finally support the 
creation and funding of a locally-
controlled fire protection district. 
 

Over the Christmas school break in 
1965, a cabin housing a family of five at 
Star Camp, just west of Noti, caught fire 
in the middle of a very cold night.  The 
mother and father, along with an infant, 

initially escaped from the flames, but 
twin sisters were trapped inside.  The 
father raced back into the burning house 
in a desperate but fatal attempt to rescue 
his daughters.  State Police officers, 
along with a Western Lane crew on a 
fire engine that was incapacitated by 
water frozen in its pump, arrived at the 
scene but could only watch helplessly 
with the young mother as the cabin 
burned to the ground.  A fire engine 
from Veneta eventually arrived, but only 
in time to extinguish the smoldering 
remains of the house. 
 

A drive to create a local fire district was 
already underway in 1965.  At the time 
that the tragic Star Camp fire occurred, 
volunteers had already been canvassing 
the Elmira and Noti areas to gather 
petition signatures and donations in 
support of forming a new district.  In 
response to the Star Camp fire, local 
residents in March 1966 voted 193 - 6  
in favor of creating and funding the 
Elmira-Noti Rural Fire Protection 
District.  The District boundaries were 
to be Lane Rural FPD to the north 
(Lawrence and Butler Road areas), Fern 
Ridge Reservoir to the east, Veneta 
RFPD to the south, and the Noti area 
(west of Poodle Creek Road and to the 
base of Badger Mountain) to the west.  
The new Board of Directors appointed 
James Rogers to be fire chief, and Irish 
Forte to be the District’s dispatcher.  
Fourteen local men initially volunteered 
to serve on the new department, and 
began training and drilling to learn the 
art of fighting fire. 
 

Voting to form a fire district, and 
creating a functional fire department, are 
two different things.  In March 1966, the 
Elmira-Noti RFPD had no fire 
apparatus, no fire station, less than 
$2,000 in the bank, and almost 9 months 
to wait until tax funds ($6,818) were 
disbursed.  The District signed a $2,250 
note against future tax revenue to buy a 
1946 Mack fire engine from the 
Parkrose fire district (northeast Portland) 
in April, and soon thereafter used funds 
on-hand to buy a 1941 International fire 
engine from a private party in 
Monmouth for $375.  For lack of a fire 
station, both engines were parked in the 
driveway of board-member Wade Leroy 
(Roy) Richmond’s house on Warthen 
Road.  A fund-raising dinner was held at 
Elmira Elementary School in July 1966, 
and the fire district’s women’s auxiliary 
held a rummage sale in October, to raise 
money to buy turnout coats and other 
necessary firefighting equipment.  
Meantime, donation cans were set out at 
local businesses to raise money to buy 
concrete blocks with which to build a 
fire station. 



Elmira-Noti RFPD’s first response 
proved to be a somewhat embarrassing 
learning experience.  On the morning of 
Sunday, August 14, 1966, a mutual aid 
request was received for two large 
chicken houses and a barn on fire off the 
east end of Perkins Road in Veneta.  The 
eager but inexperienced, minimally-
trained, and poorly equipped Elmira-
Noti volunteers headed off on their 
Mack fire engine, and made it down 
Territorial Road to just north of Perkins 
Road where the truck died.  Someone 
had siphoned the gasoline out of the fuel 
tank while the fire engine sat next to 
Roy Richmond’s house.  A state trooper 
towed the disabled fire engine the rest of 
the way to the fire scene (about 2 miles), 
burning up the clutch of his patrol car in 
the process.  The truck was refueled 
with gasoline provided by Veneta RFPD 
volunteers, but it still wouldn’t start… 
without the motor running, the 

emergency lights had drained-down the 
battery.  Elmira-Noti volunteers finally 
got to put water on their first fire when a 
local resident gave the fire engine a 
jump-start.  After that day, the two fire 
engines were, for security, parked inside 
the school district’s fenced school bus 
yard. 
 
Work on the District’s first fire station, 
located on Fountain Road between Horn 
Road and Warthen Road, began in late 
1966.  Volunteer labor, donated building 
materials, and community contributions 
resulted in a two-story, three bay, 
concrete block and wood fire hall that 
was completed in 1967 for significantly 
less than the originally-estimated 
$12,800.  A dinner and auction held at 
the Noti Grade School in May 1967 
netted $1,139.63 to be used towards 
construction of a fire station in Noti.  
Again with volunteer labor, donated 
materials, and community support, a 
three bay, concrete block and wood 
station was built on Fir Street in Noti in 
the summer of 1968.   
 
In 1971, Swanson Bros. Lumber 
Company donated a 1960 1-ton 
Chevrolet panel truck to the fire district 
to be used as a crash and rescue truck.  
An agreement to provide mutual aid 
assistance to the then-private Walton 
Volunteer Fire Department was entered 

into in August 1976.  To provide better 
response coverage for the northern 
portion of the District, a 2 bay, metal 
clad wood-framed station was 
constructed on Butler Road, just above 
Sheffler Road, in 1978. 
 

In April 1978, local voters approved a 
serial levy of $ 15,000 for the District to 
hire a station and equipment 
maintenance man.  Roy Richmond was 
hired for the job, which also ended up 
including duty as the District’s first paid 
fire chief. 
 

Both the 1941 International fire engine, 
and the 1960 Chevrolet rescue truck, 
were retired sometime between 1975 
and 1978.  In 1979, the District had 
three fire stations and the following 
apparatus: 
 

1946 Mack fire engine 
1943 Mack water tender 
1952 GMC GI-chassis brush engine / 
 water tender   
1954 Ford water tender 
1972 International ¾-ton “mini-pumper” 
1974 Ford ¾-ton pickup truck (light 
 brush engine) 
1974 Mack diesel fire engine (bought new 
 in August 1974, for Noti station)   
1977 Mack diesel fire engine 

 

Some newer water tenders and brush 
engines were added to, and the oldest 
units retired from, the fleet between 
1979 and 1987.  
 

Funding was always an issue for rural 
volunteer fire departments.  In 1966, 
Elmira-Noti RFPD had an annual 
operating budget of $ 6,818.  By 1970, 
the budget had increased to $18,321.  In 
1976, voters narrowly approved tax 
increases that pushed the annual budget 
from $21,800 to $39,500 (with a new 
tax rate of $ 1.71 per $1,000 of assessed 
property value).  New regulations, 
minimum specifications for apparatus, 
and training requirements implemented 
by governmental agencies and insurance 
rating organizations (ratings used to 
determine homeowner insurance 
premiums) in the 1980s made it 
increasingly difficult for a small 
department like Elmira-Noti to continue 
operating on a shoestring budget.  And 
voters were generally not amenable to 
raising taxes. 

 

Faced with the possibility of being 
seriously downgraded at the next 
insurance rating inspection, Elmira-Noti 
RFPD explored the possibility of 
merging with its larger neighbor to the 
north, Lane Rural Fire Protection district 
No. 1, in the summer of 1986.  The 
merger would have increased Elmira-
Noti’s  tax base, provided access to 
better equipment and training, and 
improved its insurance rating.  However 
local residents were not happy at the 
prospect of paying significantly higher 
taxes and losing control of their local 
fire department, and the idea was tabled. 

 

A new Ford fire engine that had been 
designed and built specifically for use in 
the Butler and Sheffler Road area was 
delivered to Butler Station, replacing the 
1946 Mack engine, in early 1988.  
 

A series of arson fires destroyed a 
number of structures in December 1987 
and January 1988, and stretched Elmira-
Noti RFPD’s response capabilities to the 
limit.  The closely-spaced string of 
major fires harshly underscored the fact 
that much of the District’s fleet of 
apparatus was outdated and inadequate, 
and that substantial capital 
improvements were going to be 
required.  To meet these critical needs, 
the Board of Directors went to the voters 
in May 1988, requesting that the annual 
operating budget be raised to $150,390, 
with a tax rate increase from $1.71 to 
$2.50 per $1,000 of assessed value.  The 
measure was soundly defeated, sending 
the District into turmoil.  To keep the 
fire department functioning, the Board 
entered into an intergovernmental 
agreement with Veneta RFPD, handing 
administrative duties for the Elmira-Noti 
district over to Veneta’s Chief Dale 
Kamrath in July 1988. 
 
Faced with a budget shortfall 
approaching a half million dollars in 
early 1989, it was clear that Elmira-Noti 
RFPD could no longer survive on its 
own.  The District formally merged with 
Veneta RFPD in June 1989, forming the 
Fernridge Rural Fire Protection District 
that was headquartered at the fire station 
located at Fifth and McCutcheon Streets 
in Veneta.  
 



Elmira-Noti RFPD proudly and capably 
served its local community for 23 years, 
successfully responding to many 
significant and challenging emergency 
incidents including:   
 

February 1969 - the fire that destroyed the 
Roth market and service station on 
Territorial Road (located across the street 
and a little to the south of  the present-day 
Elmira post office) 
 

June 1972 - mutual aid to the fire that 
destroyed most of Veneta Elementary 
School 
 

January 1974 - mutual aid to the fire that 
destroyed the gymnasium at Veneta 
Elementary School. 
 

January 1988 - the arson fire that destroyed 
the gymnasium building at Noti  Elementary 
School. 

 

Walton RFPD merged into Fernridge 
RFPD in 1993.  In 1995, Crow Valley 
RFPD merged with the Fernridge 
district to create Lane County Fire 
District No. 1.  Lane County Fire 
District No. 1 and Lane Rural Fire / 
Rescue completed a functional 
consolidation as of July 1, 2012, and 
now operate together as the Lane Fire 
Authority, providing firefighting, rescue, 
and emergency medical services to 
almost 300 square miles of territory 
located to the west, southwest, and 
northwest of Eugene... ironically, almost 
the same area as the “super” district that 
was first proposed in 1948. 

 

Fire Chiefs:  Elmira-Noti Rural Fire 
Protection District  (1966 – 1989) 
 

Name         Dates of Service 
  
 
James Rogers  1966  -  1969 
 
Elmer (Bud) Pancake 1969  -  1971 
 
Tony Forte   1972  -  1974 
 
Greg Richmond  1974  -  1975 
 
Roger Dorsey  1976  -  1977 
 
Larry Marshall  1977  -  1979 
 
Wade Leroy (Roy)  
        Richmond  1979  -  1988 
 
Dale Kamrath (Veneta RFPD) 1988  -  
1989 

 

Historical information and assistance 
provided by the following individuals:  
Bob Buckridge, Greg H. Williams, and 
Steve Strain. 
 
See something we got wrong?  Have 
information or photographs that you 
would be willing to share?  Let us know.  
Contact Fred Scalise at 
omnicon_envir@hotmail.com  

 

Winter Driving Tips 
By Barry Nelson, LFA Vehicle Maintenance 

Department 

Hello to our Lane Fire Authority 
Patrons. I know it’s a bit early to talk 
about winter driving but as one of the 
two paid LFA staff in charge of vehicle 
maintenance, I would like to remind you 
that the fall is an excellent time to do 
vehicle preventative maintenance and 
pre-planning before the rain and cold 
weather really set in.  
 
Here are some things to think about: 
 
Equipment: 
 
How long has it been since the 
windshield wipers have been replaced?  
What shape are your tires in, are the 
tires suited to the type of driving you are 
doing?  How bright are your headlights?  
Are the headlight lenses clean or are 
they obstructed by dirt and debris?  Are 
all of your vehicles lights working, 
including those on the instrument panel? 
Are your brakes working normally or 
have they been grabbing when applied?  
Are the seatbelts working correctly or do 
they hang up and not release?  Check 
your mirrors.  Are they cracked or water 
spotted?  Is your inside windshield clean 
or is it dirty? A dirty windshield makes 
for glare from oncoming driver's 
headlights.  Have you checked to see if 
the vehicle you are driving has the 
proper size tire chains and rubber chain 
tensioners onboard?   
 
Cold weather operations: 
 
If you have ice on your windshield, use 
a spray on type de-icer.  Using hot water 
on your windshield is not advised as it 
may cause cracking and can easily 
refreeze in very cold weather.  If you 
park outside in subfreezing weather, pull 
your wipers off the windshield and 
cover the windshield with cardboard or a 
commercially purchased cover.  Make 
every effort to let your vehicle warm up 
before you begin driving. 
 
Storm and wind conditions: 
 
When driving in windy situations, be 
extra cautious about falling limbs and 
trees.  If you came across down 
powerlines, never cross them. Call 9-1-1 

to alert emergency dispatch of the 
problem. 
 
Flooding is a common problem is our 
district's rural areas.  Be extra cautious 
about driving through flooded areas.  It 
is easy to hydroplane - your vehicle's 
tires actually ride on top of the water, 
causing loss of traction and control. The 
power of water running across a road is 
often underestimated.  Even at a depth 
of four to six inches, a vehicle can be 
swept off a road, depending on the speed 
and volume of the water. 
 
Driving in snowy conditions requires 
extra caution.   In addition to using 
chains or good quality snow tires, the 
key is to drive slowly and cautiously. 
You will need to be constantly aware of 
your driving as well as watch out for 
other motorists who may not be as 
careful or experienced as you are. 
 
Summary: 
 

There are many other considerations 
when driving during our winter months.  
My suggestions as a veteran mechanic 
are based on common sense.  My main 
message for all of our patrons, as well as 
for our department members, is always 
do preventative maintenance, be aware 
of your vehicle's needs and always drive 
defensively.  

 

Lane Fire Authority Mourns 
the Loss of Volunteer 

Firefighter Allen Jenkins 
 

We are sad to report 
that Lane Fire 
Authority has lost to 
cancer friend and 
brother firefighter 
Allen Jenkins.   
 
Allen joined Lane 
County Fire District 

#1 in December of 2001, joining his 
wife Susan as members of LCFD#1 and 
then Lane Fire Authority.  While on the 
department, Allen earned the rank of 
Firefighter.   
 
Both Allen and his wife Susan donated 
significant time and talents to the fire 
service.  The Jenkins often responded to 
calls together and both displayed a 
genuine dedication to serving the greater 
community. 
 
Allen was a long time resident of Elmira 
and Veneta.  He was a graduate of 
Elmira High School and worked for 
many years as a millwright for Swanson 
Brothers Lumber Company. Allen and 



Susan had four children, Charise, 
Chelsea, Allyn and Savannah as well as 
seven grandchildren. 
 
In addition to raising a family, 
volunteering with Lane County Fire 
District #1 and then Lane Fire 
Authority, Allen volunteered countless 
hours with Territorial Sports Program as 
a coach, umpire, referee and program 
coordinator.  His support of and 
enthusiasm for children in TSP was 
legendary. 
 

Though modest and low key, Allen 
openly shared his love of sports, the 
outdoors, (particularly camping, hunting 
and fishing), coaching  and the 
challenges of firefighting.  His 
enthusiasm was infectious and he was 
delighted to share tales of his exploits in 
the woods. 
 

 Allen was truly a brother in the family 
of firefighters.  Lane Fire Authority 
mourns his loss and we send our 
thoughts, prayers and support to his 

family. 
 

LFA Participated in Six 
Conflagrations in 2015 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

During the months of August and 
September, 2015, Lane Fire Authority 
sent crews to a total of six conflagration 
mobilizations.The Oregon Conflagration 
Act, originally passed in 1947, is 
invoked by the governor when a major 
fire threatens life and structures.  Under 
the Oregon Fire Service Mobilization 
Plan, local fire departments voluntarily 
sign an agreement to provide apparatus 
and personnel. 

LFA participated in the following 
conflagration mobilizations: 
 

Stouts Creek Fire, Canyonville 
Oregon 07/31/15 – 08/05/15 
 

Barry Nelson – Assistant Task Force Leader 
 Type VI B115  

John Maxwell, Engine Boss 
Don Culy, Apparatus Operator 
 Type VI McKenzie 1633  
Dale Borland, Engine Boss OSFM Green Team 
Chris Heppel, Resource Unit Leader 
 

County Line 2, Warm Springs Indian 
Reservation 08/13/15 – 08/15/15 
Larry Merrill – Assistant Task Force Leader 
 Type I E105  
Robert Holmes, Engine 
Bob Buckridge, Apparatus Operator 
Dean Chappell, Firefighter 
Dale Borland, Firefighter 
 

Canyon Creek Complex, Canyon City 
Oregon 08/15/15 – 08/21/15 
Larry Merrill – Assistant Task Force Leader 
 Type I E105  
Robert Holmes, Engine Boss 
Bob Buckridge, Apparatus Operator 
Dean Chappell, Firefighter 
Dale Borland, Firefighter 
 

Grizzly Bear Complex, Enterprise 
Oregon – 08/21/15 – 08/25/15 
 Chris Heppel, Resource Unit Leader/Safety 
 - OSFM Green Team 
 

Canyon Creek Complex, Canyon City 
Oregon 08/29/15 – 08/30/15 
Robert Holmes, Engine Boss, 
 Type II B114 
Dean Chappell, Apparatus Operator 
Tressa Miller, Firefighter 
 

Dry Gulch Fire, Half Way Oregon – 
09/14/15 – 09/15/15 
Larry Merrill - Assistant Task Force Leader 
Dean Chappell, Engine Boss, Type VI B115  
Don Culy, Apparatus Operator 
  
Chris Heppel, Resource Unit Leader, 
 OSFM Green Team 

 
 

Reminder to Pedestrians and 
Bicycle Riders 

 
If you walk, jog or 
run . . . please 
remember to do so 
facing on coming 
traffic.  It's safer 
because it provides you and the driver 
with an opportunity to have direct visual 
contact and better anticipate each other's 
movements. 
  
In contrast, if you are riding a bicycle, 
you need to be moving in the direction 
of traffic.  Bicycles and motorized 

vehicles share many of the same rules of 
the road. However, if you are a bicycle 
rider, please remember to exercise 
caution.  No matter whether you have 
have the right-of-way, if you tangle 
nearly every other type of moving 
vehicle you are going to come out on the 
losing end!   
 
The keys for all of us - pedestrians, 
bicycle riders and operators of other 
vehicles - are caution and courtesy. 
 

 

IMR 4007SSC Powder 
RECALL & Product Safety 

Warning 

 

 

Flash Point wishes to pass on to our 
patrons who do their own ammo 
reloading, information on an important 
safety recall of certain lots of IMR 
smokeless powder.  The company has 
released the following notification: 

 

IMR Legendary Powders is officially 

announcing a product safety warning 

and recall notice for IMR 4007SSC on 

the six lot numbers listed below. 

IMR has received reports that this 

particular powder in 1lb and 8lb 

containers may have become unstable 

due to possible rapid deterioration. 

Use of this product from these lot 

numbers shown on the enclosed label 

may result in spontaneous combustion, 

fire damage or possible serious injury. 

LOCATION LOT NUMBERS 

• 10130139 
• 10131139 
• 10429139 
• 10430139 
• 80425139 
• 80426139 



IMR Powder Recall - What to do: 

Stop using this product immediately! 

Fill the powder container with water 

which will render the product inert and 

safe for disposal. 

Mail, email or fax a copy of the powder 

label showing the lot number to the 

contact information below: include your 

name, address, phone and email. 

Replacement choice of any other IMR 

smokeless powder product will be 

shipped to you for no charge. 

If you have loaded the powder subject to 

this recall into ammunition, we 

recommend that you pull the bullets, 

remove the powder and wet the powder 

with water for safe disposal. 

IMR deeply regrets any inconvenience this 
may cause, but we believe in safety first. 
Contact information: IMR Powder Company, 
6430 Vista Drive, Shawnee, KS 66218, email 

help@imrpowder.com, imrpowder.com, call 
1-800-622-4366 or 913-362-9455 and fax 913-
362-1307. 

You Can Prepare for the 
Next Quake or Tsunami 

 

There has been a good deal of 
information in the media lately about 
Oregon being overdue for a large, 
disastrous earthquake.  Below we have 
reprinted some excerpts from Living on 

Shaky Ground from the Oregon Office 
of Emergency Planning that discusses 
the reasons for concern,  the makeup of 
an "earthquake" and a "tsunami" and 
very briefly what you can do to prepare.  
We encourage you to download the full 
Living on Shaky Ground booklet.   

 

You Live in Earthquake Country 
 

OREGON is one of the most beautiful 
places in the United States to live with 
its high mountains, rugged coast and 

dramatic vistas. The geologic forces that 
have made Oregon a spectacular place to 
live also make it one of the most 
earthquake-prone spots in the 
continental United States. Forces deep 
within the earth have folded and broken 
great slabs of the earth’s outer surface to 
create the Coast Range and volcanoes.   
 
How seriously you and your community 
are impacted and how quickly you 
recover from the next large Oregon 
earthquake is largely a matter of what 
you know and how well you prepare for 
the inevitable. It is your personal 
responsibility to get prepared and to help 
your family do the same. How well you 
prepare will directly affect the quality of 
life you have following the earthquake 
or tsunami. This handbook will help you 
do precisely that. 
 
In 1993, a series of damaging 
earthquakes struck Oregon. The 
magnitude 5.6 Scotts Mills (or Spring 
Break) earthquake caused over $30 
million in damage in the Portland Metro 
area. Two magnitude 6.0 earthquakes hit 
the Klamath Falls area that same year, 
causing over $10 million in damage and 
one fatality. 
 
In the event of a much larger Cascadia 
Subduction Zone earthquake, the 
devastation would extend from the coast 
to the Cascade Range, from northern 
California to British Columbia. The 
resulting earthquake could be larger than 
the magnitude 8.8 earthquake and 
tsunami that struck Chile in February 
2010. 
 

Where Earthquakes Have 
Occurred in the Past, They Will 
Happen Again 
 

 
The two magnitude 6.0 earthquakes that 
hit the Klamath Falls area in 1993 are 
the largest earthquakes recorded in 
Oregon (since 1841). We don’t seem to 
get a lot of large earthquakes like our 

neighbors to the south and actually get 
six times less than the state of 
Washington. Not all earthquakes that 
affect Oregon are centered here. In 
1964, the magnitude 9.2 Great Alaska 
Subduction Zone Earthquake generated 
a tsunami that caused hundreds of 
thousands of dollars damage to coastal 
Oregon cities and killed five people at 
the coast. 
 

Most Earthquake Damage is 
Caused by Shaking 
 
Damage in earthquakes is mainly due to 
shaking. How strongly the ground 
shakes in a particular location is a result 
of earthquake magnitude, the distance 
away from the earthquake source, the 
orientation and type of fault movement, 
and the type of ground material such as 
bedrock or soft soil. An area that did not 
shake strongly in one earthquake may be 
severely affected in another. Many areas 
of Oregon have experienced strong 
ground shaking in the past and will 
again in the future. 
 
Ground shaking can cause poorly-built 
structures to collapse. Seismic design 
requirements in Oregon weren’t put in 
place until the 1970’s, so many older 
buildings are vulnerable to damage. The 
most likely result of ground shaking, 
however, is falling items within homes 
and businesses. Lights, television sets, 
bookshelves, cupboard contents, and 
other objects can topple over and injure 
you! Your home or business may escape 
major damage in the next Oregon 
earthquake, but downed power lines, 
damaged bridges, and broken water lines 
will disrupt infrastructure and could 
isolate you at home, at work, or in your 
car. The actions you take now to plan 
and to strengthen your home will reduce 
your losses. 
 

Earthquakes also cause damage 
in other ways… 
 
Dam failures: Earthquake shaking and 
fault rupture can sometimes cause dams 
to fail, potentially creating catastrophic 
downstream flooding, reduced water 
supply, and contamination. Having an 
emergency plan that deals with an 
upstream dam is a good idea. 
 
Damaged infrastructure: Earthquakes 
often damage roads and bridges, which 
can hinder rescue and recovery efforts 
and may cause accidents. Ruptured 
pipelines result in water loss and can 
cause “sinkholes” that undermine roads 
and buildings. Damage to gas and 
electrical systems can cause fires, as 



well as major service outages. 
Communications can also be disrupted 
for long periods of time. 
 
Landslides: Earthquakes can trigger 
landslides that damage roads, buildings, 
pipe lines and other infrastructure. 
Oregon has steep slopes underlain by 
loose rock that is highly susceptible to 
landslides. Landslides may temporarily 
dam rivers and cause a destructive flood 
hazard when rivers break through. 
 
Destructive fires: Earthquakes and 
tsunamis are often followed by fires 
because gas lines may break, electrical 
shorts cause sparks, damaged water 
tanks and broken pipes limit water for 
fire fighting, and damaged roads prevent 
firefighter access. 
 
Liquefaction: Strong ground shaking 
can cause loose soil and fill to behave 
like a liquid. Liquefied ground loses its 
strength, causing slumps and fractures 
that can disrupt roads and cause buried 
gas and water lines to break. This hazard 
is greatest in saturated low-lying areas 
of loose, sandy soils or poorly 
compacted fill. 
 
Surface rupture: Fault movements can 
break the ground surface, damaging 
buildings and other structures and 
breaking pipe lines. 
 
Hazardous material releases: 
Chemicals, pesticides, and other 
hazardous materials can be released 
when industrial plants, laboratories, and 
other facilities are damaged in an 
earthquake. 
 

What is a TSUNAMI ?  A tsunami 

(soo-nah-me) is a series of waves 

or surges that is most often caused 

by a large earthquake offshore. 

 
Tsunamis can cause 
great loss of life 
and property 
damage in coastal 
areas. Very large 
tsunamis can cause 
damage to coastal 
regions thousands 
of miles away from 
the earthquake that 
caused them. Since 

1854, 21 tsunamis have impacted the 
Oregon coast. The last damaging 
tsunami was in 1964 as a result of the 
Great Alaska Earthquake. It caused 
damage along the entire coast, and cost 
the lives of four people at Beverly 
Beach. 
 

How Will I Know if a Tsunami is 
Coming?  
 
You may find out that a tsunami is 
coming in two ways: 
 
Natural Warnings: Strong ground 
shaking, a loud ocean roar, or the water 
receding unusually far exposing the sea 
floor are all nature’s warnings that a 
tsunami may be coming. If you observe 
any of these warning signs, immediately 
walk to higher ground or inland. A 
tsunami may arrive within minutes and 
damaging surges may continue for eight 
hours or longer. Stay away from coastal 
areas until officials permit you to return. 
 
Official Warnings: You may be 
notified that a Tsunami Warning has 
been issued via TV, radio stations, door-
to-door contact by emergency 
responders, NOAA weather radios, or in 
some cases, by outdoor sirens and 
announcements from airplanes. Move 
away from the beach and seek more 
information without using a phone. Tune 
into local radio or television stations for 
more information. Follow the directions 
of emergency personnel who may ask 
you to evacuate low-lying coastal areas. 
 
• GO ON FOOT. Roads and bridges 
may be damaged by strong ground 
shaking. Avoid downed power lines—
some may retain a charge even when 
they are on the ground. If evacuation is 
impossible, go to the upper floor of a 
sturdy building or climb a tree—but 
only as a last resort. 
 
What if I am Outside the Map Area? 
Go to an area 100 feet above sea level or 
two miles inland, away from the coast. 
If you cannot get this far, go as 
high as possible. Every foot inland or 
upwards can make a difference. 
 

Why Should I Care? 
 
Some people think it is not worth 
preparing for an earthquake or a tsunami 
because whether you survive or not is up 
to chance. NOT SO! Most Oregon 
buildings will survive even a large 
earthquake, and so will you, especially if 
you follow the simple guidelines in this 
handbook and start preparing today. If 
you know how to recognize the warning 
signs of a tsunami and understand what 
to do, you will survive that too—but you 
need to know what to do ahead of time! 
 
Government agencies and other 
emergency organizations cannot protect 
you from the next earthquake or 
tsunami. Even under the best of 

circumstances, medical aid or fire and 
law enforcement officials may not be 
able to reach you for many hours, or 
even days. It is our responsibility as 
individuals, neighborhoods and 
communities to reduce risks, to prepare 
for the critical period immediately after 
the earthquake, and to make sure that 
planning for earthquakes and tsunamis 
has the high priority it deserves. By 
becoming informed, we can take actions 
to protect ourselves, reduce losses, and 
recover quickly. 
 

Who’s Going to Save You? 
 
Who can you rely on to help you after a 
disaster? Who will provide you with 
food, water, shelter, and medical care? 
You might be surprised by the answer: 
you and your neighbors! A major 
earthquake or tsunami will likely 
overwhelm local law enforcement, fire, 
and emergency medical personnel and 
resources. In fact, it may take local, 
state, and federal agencies a week or 
more to provide the most basic relief. 
This is particularly true in the many 
locations on the coast and in rural areas 
of Oregon. Getting prepared today by 
identifying and mitigating hazards, 
readying supplies, and developing an 
emergency plan may make all the 
difference to you and your family during 
and after an earthquake. 
 

What Should I Do in The Event 
of An Earthquake? 

 
During an Earthquake You Should : 
 
If you are indoors, drop and take cover 
under a sturdy table or other furniture. 
Hold on to it and stay put until the 
shaking stops. 
 
Stay clear of items that can fall and 
injure you, such as windows, fireplaces, 
and heavy furniture. 
 
Stay inside. You may be injured by 
breaking glass and falling objects if you 
run outside. 
 
If you are at the coast, walk to higher 
ground away from the ocean as soon as 
it is safe for you to move. 
 
If you are driving, move your car as 
far out of the normal traffic pattern as 
possible and stop if it is safe. Stay away 
from structures or objects that could fall 
on you, such as bridges, overpasses, 
light posts, power lines, or trees. Stay 
inside your car. 
 



If you are in the mountains, or near 
unstable slopes, be alert for falling 
rocks, trees, or landslides that could be 
loosened by the earthquake. 
 

 
 

After an Earthquake You Should : 
 
Evacuate if you are in a TSUNAMI 
HAZARD ZONE. 
Walk inland or to higher ground as soon 
as it is safe to do so. Do not wait for 
official notification. Stay away from the 
coast until officials permit you to return. 
 
Check for injuries. Do not move 
seriously-injured persons unless they are 
in immediate danger. 
 
Check for hazards such as fires, gas 
leaks, downed utility lines, and fallen 
objects. 
 
Clean up any potentially harmful 
material spills. 
 
Expect aftershocks. Aftershocks 
following large earthquakes can be large 
and damaging. 
 

Seven Steps That May Save Your 
Life (see "Thirty Suggestions" ): 
 
Before an earthquake or tsunami —
prepare 
1. Identify hazards. 
2. Create a disaster preparedness plan. 
3. Prepare disaster kits. 
4. Identify weaknesses. 
 
During the earthquake —protect 
5. Protect yourself during an earthquake. 
 
After the earthquake —recover 
6. Evacuate if necessary—check for 
injuries and damage. 
7. Follow your plan. 
 

Thirty Suggestions to Make Your 
Home Earthquake safe 
 
Step 1— Identify hazards 
 
● Know whether you live, work, or play 
in a tsunami hazard zone. 
● Hang plants in lightweight pots with 
closed hooks, well secured to a joist or 
stud and far away from windows. 
● Store fire extinguisher (type ABC) in 
easily accessible location. 

● Install strong latches on kitchen 
cabinets. 
● Use flexible connections where gas 
lines meet appliances. 
● Remove or lock refrigerator wheels, 
secure to studs. 
● Keep several flashlights in easily 
accessible places around the house. 
● Secure valuable electronics items such 
as computers and televisions. 
● Keep breakables in low or secure 
cabinets with latches. 
● Move heavy plants and other large 
items to floor or low shelves. 
● Hang mirrors and pictures on closed 
hooks. 
● Secure any free-standing woodstove 
or fireplace insert. 
● Keep heavy unstable objects away 
from doors and exit routes. 
● Place beds away from windows or 
items that may fall. 
● Secure knick knacks and other small 
valuables with museum putty. 
● Brace overhead light fixtures. 
● Place only light weight/soft items over 
your bed. 
● Secure top-heavy furniture to studs. 
● Keep a wrench or turn-off tool in a 
waterproof wrap near gas meter. 
● Know the location of your main 
electrical switch (fuse box or circuit 
breaker). 
● Secure water heater with metal straps 
attached to studs. 
● Trim hazardous tree limbs. 
 
Step 2 — create a plan 
 
● Have your emergency plan accessible 
and discuss with all family members. 
 
Step 3 — prepare disaster kits 
 
● Obtain a NOAA Weather Radio with 
the Public Alert feature to notify you of 
tsunamis and other hazards. 
● Keep an emergency backpack with 
copies of important documents near the 
door to grab and go. 
● Keep flashlight, slippers and gloves 
next to beds. 
● Keep your vehicle's gas tank at least 
half full. 
● Store emergency food and water 
supplies in a dry accessible area. Include 
a first aid kit, extra cash, portable radio, 
extra batteries, medications and other 
necessary supplies. 
 
Step 4 — strengthen your home 
 
● Use anchor bolts every 4 to 6 feet to 
secure home to foundation. 
● Reinforce brick chimneys. 

 

In 2015, 
Mark Your 
Calendar for: 
  

Oct. 3, 2015 - Sat. 
- Jerry's Fire and 
Life Safety Day,  
Jerry's Home 
Improvement Center,  2600 State Hwy 
99 N, Eugene, OR 
 

Oct. 14 - Wed. - Donate blood - Veneta 
fire station, 88050 Territorial Highway, 
Veneta, OR 
 
Dec. 4 & 5 - Sat. & Sun. - Stuff the 
Truck holiday non-perishable food 
collection, West Lane Shopping Center, 
24957 Highway 126, Veneta, OR 
 
Dec. 12 - Irving Neighborhood LFA 
Light Parade 
  
Dec. 23 - Wed. - Donate blood - Veneta 
fire station, 88050 Territorial Highway, 
Veneta, OR 
 
 

In 2016, mark your calendar 
for: 
 
Feb. 24 - Wed. - Donate blood - Veneta 
fire station, 88050 Territorial Highway, 
Veneta, OR 
 

 
April 20 - Wed. - Donate blood - Veneta 
fire station, 88050 Territorial Highway, 
Veneta, OR 

 
 
 

 

 

2015 Alarms as of   
October 2, 2015:   
 

              3637 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Flash Point is published semi-
annually by Lane Fire Authority.  
Visit our website www.lanefire.org.  
Please direct comments and questions 
to the Editor, Stan Turner, by calling 
(541) 935-2226 or by sending written 
comments to Lane Fire Authority, 
P.O. Box 275, Veneta, OR 
 


