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From the Chief's Desk 
By Terry Ney, LFA Fire Chief 

 

Welcome to 2016! On behalf of all of us 

at Lane Fire Authority, I want to say 

thank you for partnering with us to save 

lives and property. Your support means 

the world to all of us, and we want you 

to know how grateful we are. 

 

We accomplished some major projects 

in 2015, such as improving our 

insurance rating with ISO. This means 

many property owners in our service 

territory will see lower fire insurance 

premiums when new ratings take effect 

April 1, 2016. (For more information on 

our new ISO ratings, see the article that 

follows: “What Is “ISO”?) 

 

This improvement was possible, in part, 

because Lane County Fire District 1 and 

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue have been 

working together as Lane Fire 

Authority. This partnership has 

improved emergency service coverage 

for our community and is more cost-

effective and efficient for our taxpayers.  
 

What we’re doing is working – but the 

merger is not official yet. This year 

voters likely will be asked to finalize the 

merger at the November 8, 2016 

General Election. This will help reduce 

the bureaucracy of having three boards 

of directors, three budgets, three 

insurance policies, and three audits 

every year. We anticipate that the 

savings from finalizing the merger will 

be enough to hire one additional full-

time paramedic to help staff the 

ambulance at the Veneta Fire Station. 

 

Speaking of audits, both fire districts 

and the fire authority passed theirs with 

flying colors once again.  We are strong 

financial managers and recognize the 

trust that you have placed in us to be 

good stewards of your tax dollars. 

 

We’ve also worked hard to improve 

communication with our taxpayers. We 

have updated our web site 

(www.lanefire.org), redesigned this 

newsletter, and are sending regular news 

releases to our local media. Take a 

moment to Like Us on Facebook for 

regular updates as well as at 

www.lanefire.org 

 

We have several large projects planned 

for 2016. These include revising our 

mission, vision, and value statements 

and developing an emergency operations 

plan with the City of Veneta. We also 

expect to make progress on a strategic 

plan and new standards of coverage for 

the fire authority. 

 

In the meantime, please feel to contact 

me at terryney@lanefire.org or (541) 

935-2226 if I can ever be of assistance. 

And, again, thank you for the 

opportunity to serve. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What Is “ISO” And What 

May Improved Ratings Mean 

for Residents of Lane Fire 

Authority? 
(New insurance ratings take effect  

April 1, 2016) 

 

ISO refers to the Insurance Service 

Office, an organization that provides 

statistical information on risk. For many 

years ISO’s “Public Protection 

Classification” (PPC) rating has had a 

large impact on fire departments and has 

been used by many insurance 

companies.  Numerous factors have 

been used to assign ratings to specific 

response areas including how rapidly 

emergency calls can be dispatched, 

water supplies, the proximity of fire 

stations, the vehicles used, etc.  

 

Near the end of 2015, Lane Fire 

Authority saw a significant 

improvement in its Public Protection 

Classification (PPC) ratings with ISO. 

This means property owners served by 

the fire authority are likely to save 

money on their insurance premiums 

when the new ratings take effect on 

April 1, 2016. 

 

The fire authority credits this 

improvement to a planned merger 

between Lane County Fire District 1 and 

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue. The two fire 

agencies are operating under a special 

agreement as Lane Fire Authority to 

share costs and improve emergency 

services for area families and 

businesses. Voters likely will be asked 

to finalize the merger during the 

November 2016 General Election. 

 

Service improvements from the 

partnership helped with the new PPC 

ratings. For example, as Lane Fire 

Authority, the agency can respond to 

almost all its own emergency calls. 

Before, individual fire districts relied 

more on mutual aid from other agencies 

which often took longer.  Working 

together as Lane Fire Authority, the 

partnership has staffed one more fire 

station full-time and has additional 

response units ready to serve in an 

emergency.  

Featured in this issue of  

Flash Point: 
 

- Improved ISO ratings coming 

soon 

- LFA develops course on 

dealing with “Active Shooter 

Incidents” 

- Common sense when walking 

on rural roads 

- Winter driving tips 

- Welcome new recruits 
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These improvements helped the fire 

authority’s PPC rating improve from a 5 

or 4 to a 3 in areas with hydrants. 

Properties located more than 1,000 feet 

from a hydrant, but within five miles of 

a fire station improved from an 8B to a 

4. All of Lane Fire Authority’s 14 

stations are recognized as accredited by 

the ISO. Property located more than five 

miles but less than seven miles from a 

station are categorized as 10W, which is 

a new rating category. 

 

Lane Fire Authority has been working to 

improve its PPC for area families and 

businesses since it formed three years 

ago, dedicating a significant portion of 

staff time and resources to collect data 

needed for the project. ISO looks at four 

areas of fire suppression when making 

its determination: fire department, 

emergency communications, water 

supply, and community risk reduction. 

These are standards established by the 

National Fire Protection Association for 

rating fire agencies across the country. 

 

Lane Fire Authority plans to have an 

interactive feature on its web site to help 

insurance agents and property owners 

find their PPC sometime this spring. 

 
 

 

Interested in Joining Lane 

Fire Authority? 
By Assistant Chief Steve Strain 

 

We realize this takes quite a 

commitment of your time and ability 

and we don’t take it lightly.  Our 

community needs you and you will be 

serving the largest fire district in Lane 

County.  We cover over 276 square 

miles providing fire protection from 14 

stations and have over 120 volunteers 

and 29 full time paid staff.  Our 

ambulance service area (ASA) is even 

larger (450 sq. miles), responding to 

communities in Lane, Linn and Benton 

Counties.  We provide coverage for 

primary care transport of over 2,500 

patients per year.  So as you can see, we 

are an active fire and rescue service that 

you can be proud to be a part of.   

 

We have several types of volunteers and 

hope that one of them will fit your 

situation.  They are as follows: 

 

In-District Volunteers. If you are over 

18 and live within the boundaries of our 

district (if you are unsure check our 

website at www.lanefire.org), and wish 

to participate, you fit this category.  

(Note:  When completing the District's 

application, check the "In-District" box 

at the top). These volunteers make up 

the majority of our responders and when 

not working at their jobs, attending 

school, or performing other tasks outside 

the district, they carry pagers that alert 

them when there is a call.  Most also 

carry smart phones that have the 

capability of receiving the dispatch 

information so they can respond to the 

closest station where they staff the 

appropriate response vehicle.   

 

Out-of-District Volunteers. If you are 

over 18 and live outside of our service 

area, and wish to participate, you fit this 

category.   We typically have two out-

of-district volunteers per shift and we 

have two stations to which they are 

initially assigned.  Out-of-district 

volunteers are assigned to a shift which 

is 24 hours on duty with five days off 

(120 hours).   Shift asssignments are 

occur at one of our two main stations: 

Either the Veneta station (Station 101) 

located at 88050 Territorial Road;  or 

the Irving Station, located near the 

intersection of Prairie Road and Hallet 

Street in north Eugene.  You may be 

assigned to either station based on 

staffing needs, but if you have a 

preference, please let us know.   

 

Cadets.  If you are over 16 but under 18 

and live inside the district, this is the 

program for you.  Being a Cadet is a 

way for young men and women to 

experience the job of firefighter in a safe 

and positive learning environment. The 

program is structured much the same as 

any recruit training program but restricts 

certain hazardous activities as prohibited 

for minors by law. This program allows 

you to actively participate at emergency 

scenes once you have been equipped and 

trained to do so.  At fires you will be 

able to operate hose lines, put up 

ladders, and perform other emergency 

tasks that do not involve being in a 

hazardous atmosphere or operating 

power saws.  At motor vehicle 

accidents, you may be ask to assist with 

patient care or provide a protective hose 

line while a rescue is being performed.  

The list of tasks and services that you 

can perform is quite long, while the list 

of restrictions is short.  

Once you have found the program that 

fits your situation, talk to your family 

members and decide if you can make the 

commitment to continue.  The basic 

Recruit Academy takes 10 Saturdays 

and two weekday evenings. Hazardous 

Materials and Wildland Firefighting 

requirements take an additional full 

weekend each.  The classroom portion 

of the academy has been replaced by on-

line training. You will need to commit 4 

to 6 hours of computer study time each 

week to prepare for the Saturday 

academy labs.  Once completed, you 

must attend at least 50% of the weekly 

drills (Wednesday evenings or 

Wednesday mornings) in addition to 

responding to calls from home, or on 

shift at the station.  In general, if you 

don’t have at least 12 hours per week of 

spare time in your life, then this is 

probably not for you.   To be successful 

as a volunteer firefighter, takes the 

agreement and commitment of your 

entire family.    

 

It is very expensive for 

the fire district to 

provide the equipment 

and training necessary 

for you to become safe, 

proficient responders.  

The equipment alone 

we provide you costs an average of 

$3,300 per person.  When you add in the 

cost of training, fuel and other resources, 

we plan that the average graduate of our 

academy costs the district about $5,000 

each.  So as you can see, volunteering 

requires a significant investment from 

you in terms of time and from LFA in 

providing the training and equipment.     

 

Once you have submitted an application, 

the next step is a physical agility 

evaluation that consists of pulling, 

climbing, lifting and general endurance.  

It is not a competition, but an evaluation 

of your ability to attend the recruit 

academy and to actively participate.  We 

don’t expect you to perform perfectly, 

but we can guarantee that by the end of 

the academy you will gain strength and 

skills that will show significant 

improvements.  In March we begin 

scheduling agility tests (usually on a 

Saturday) and will send you specifics 

about what to wear, what the test entails, 

and exact date and time.  The test itself 

takes less than fifteen minutes so don’t 

feel you need to start running marathons 

to prepare.  



After successful completion of the 

physical agility test, we perform a 

background check and a review of your 

driving record.  The background check 

is a requirement of the State Department 

of Public Safety and Testing because as 

firefighters, you become part of 

Oregon’s network of public safety 

personnel just like police officers and 

other emergency services workers.  The 

driving record review assures us that 

you don’t have a history of reckless 

driving and have a valid Oregon license.  

One speeding ticket or moving violation 

won’t remove you from the process, but 

having several, a DUII, or suspended 

license will.   
 

Moving on in the process, our Health 

and Safety Officer will schedule you for 

a medical physical with Cascade Health.  

(Even if you just had a physical, our 

doctor knows what it takes to be a 

firefighter and is alert to conditions that 

may cause you future issues in this 

field.)  This is the final hurdle before 

you are formally accepted into the 

academy.   
 

The next academy will begin Thursday 

evening, March 31st at 7:00 PM.  You 

will receive books, uniforms, a course 

schedule, and general orientation of the 

academy and instructors.  
 

If it sounds like we expect a lot from our 

volunteers and staff, we do.  We expect 

a lot, because the public (our patrons, 

friends and families) expect a lot.  When 

they call 911 and are having possibly the 

worst day of their lives, they will get 

you, and expect you to turn their chaos 

into order, their pain into comfort, stop 

their loss, and protect their community. 

If after reading all of this you still want 

to submit an application, we applaud 

your action. You will be taking the first 

step toward the most rewarding part 

time job you will ever have.  Please e-

mail me (stevestrain@lanefire.org) and 

I will send you the necessary application 

forms in mid-February 2016.   

 

Questions?  Please do not hesitate to 

call me or one of the Training Officers 

here at Lane Fire Authority (541-935-

2226).  

 

Sincerely, 

  

Steve Strain, Assistant Chief 

 

 

Is LFA Prepared for An 

Active Shooter Incident? 
By Assistant Chief Chris Heppel 

 

 

Recently, the news has highlighted a 

growing concern with active shooter 

incidents around the United States. A 

quick internet search will produce the 

terrorist event in San Bernardino and the 

assault on a Planned Parenthood facility 

in Colorado Springs. While those 

incidents are distant to many 

Oregonians, locally we recently 

experienced the tragic Umpqua 

Community College shooting which left 

9 dead and 7 others admitted to the 

hospital. While active shooter incidents 

may appear to be a new paradigm, they 

are not. A recent briefing hosted by the 

Federal Bureau of Investigation noted 

Oregon hosted the first “modern day” 

active shooter incident in 1998 at 

Thurston High School. 

 

Lane Fire Authority (LFA) recognized 

the active shooter threat early and took a 

proactive approach to preparing for such 

an incident . In fall of 2011, preparations 

begin to host an active shooter exercise 

at Elmira High School. Involved 

agencies included Lane Fire Authority, 

Lane County Sheriffs Office, Fern Ridge 

School District and other mutual aid 

partners who would assist in responding 

to and recovering from such an incident. 

The exercise titled “Operation Falcon 

Defender” was completed in May of 

2012. After the exercise experience we 

recognized the need for better 

preparation on the part of our Fire and 

Emergency Medical Services (EMS) 

responders.  

 

As the active shooter response training 

program developed, we realized Fire and 

EMS services are increasingly being 

exposed to “High Threat” scenarios such 

as violent crime, active shooter, 

bombings and disaster response. 

Traditionally the assumption has been 

specially trained EMS or Law 

Enforcement personnel would deploy to 

treat and manage these incidents. 

However, a review of high threat 

incidents over the last ten years 

indicated the responder on shift or 

volunteer responders are treating the 

majority of patients generated by these 

incidents. 

 

After a year of development, we created 

the High Threat Tactics, Techniques and 

Treatments (HT4) course. The HT4 

course covers the following topics:  

Active Shooter Facts/Myths; Everyday 

Scene Safety; Operational and Scene 

Management Considerations at Hostile 

Scenes; Direct Threat Care; Indirect 

Threat Care; and Evacuation Care. 

These topics provide awareness level 

education and training to responders 

who will be first to arrive at high threat 

incidents.  

 

In December 2014, LFA began routine 

offerings of the HT4 course. A short 

time later the course was audited by the 

Oregon Department of Public Safety 

Standards and Training (DPSST). The 

mission of DPSST is to ensure the 

quality of education and certification 

provided to the Law Enforcement and 

Fire services of Oregon. DPSST was 

enthusiastic about the HT4 course and 

offered to sponsor the program. LFA 

provided training for responders of the 

UCC shooting just months before the 

fatal incident. Today, LFA leads the way 

in providing high threat response 

education to Fire and EMS providers 

throughout the State of Oregon. As of 

today we have trained over 200 

providers from 20 different agencies.  

 

Members of our community can prepare 

themselves for an active shooter 

incident. In fact, many local employers 

train their employees using the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency’s, 

“Run, Hide, Fight” program. You can 

view this video at: 

https://www.fbi.gov/about- 

us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-

casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video 

https://www.fbi.gov/about-%20us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
https://www.fbi.gov/about-%20us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video
https://www.fbi.gov/about-%20us/cirg/active-shooter-and-mass-casualty-incidents/run-hide-fight-video


Please Use Good Sense When 

Walking on Rural Roads 
By Stan Turner, Flash Point Editor 

 

I drive on rural roads daily and 

frequently pass individuals walking on 

or near the roadway.  Nearly half the 

time they are walking in the same 

direction as traffic.  I would like to make 

an earnest and emphatic plea to all 

pedestrians - walk facing on-coming 

traffic.   Doing so enables you and the 

driver to observe the actions of the 

other.   

 

There are other safety guidelines for 

walkers that are also important: 

 

- Wear bright clothing that can be 

readily seen by drivers.  Wearing 

reflective vests and/or jackets is 

even better. 
 

- If you are with a group, walk 

single file. 
 

- Stay aware of bikes and 

runners.   

 

- If are on a bike or out 

running/jogging and preparing to 

pass a walker, give her/him a 

simple advance warning. 

 
 

- Use a short leash if you are 

walking your dog.   
 

- Be familiar with your walking 

route and if at all possible walk 

during daylight.  
  

- Carry a flashing red light if you 

walk early in the morning or at 

twilight & night (most bike shops 

have them). Find someone to 

walk with. 

 

 

- When you cross the road, be 

certain to look both ways at 

least twice.  Drivers on rural 

roads often drive rapidly and are 

not watching for pedestrians. 
 

- Take your mobile phone with 

you when you walk and carry 

identification. 

______________________________ 

Lane Fire Authority Endorses 

FireMed 

FireMed is a community 

ambulance membership 

program that benefits 

everyone you know within 

our ambulance service area.  If you are 

a FireMed member, there is no need to 

worry about the ambulance cost; you 

just call 9-1-1 when you experience an 

emergency.  FireMed will bill your 

insurance and accept that payment in 

full, so that you will not receive a bill 

for the remainder.   

Even if you do not need an ambulance 

this year, someone you love probably 

will.  Your membership makes sure that 

our award-winning service is always 

ready, always great.  One annual fee 

covers your entire family living in your 

household.  Please support our 

emergency services and join today.  Call 

541-726-3636 or visit www.firemed.org 

_________________________ 
 

LFA Welcomes New Recruits 
By Capt. John Maxwell  

As usually happens twice a year, Lane 

Fire Authority has just completed 

another three month initial recruit 

academy for new volunteers.  This 

extensive initial training (equaling 200 

or more hours) introduces our new 

responders to the dangerous work of a 

firefighter so they can start their on-the-

job training while going on calls.  
 

During our most recent academy there 

were several “firsts.” For example, the 

recruits were assigned on-line classroom 

materials to be studied on their own 

time.  The gave the participants more 

time on the drill field to develop 

essential hands-on skills.  Another first 

was having recruits from Santa Clara 

Rural Fire Protection District train in our 

academy. 

I would like to introduce the new 

members of Lane Fire Authority who 

completed our Recruit Academy and 

congratulate them on their hard work 

and dedication.  Collectively they are 

from many different backgrounds. We 

are pleased to have them join our 

department. 

 

- Daniella Campbell is an out-of-district 

responder who will be 

doing 24 hour shifts 

(generally followed by 5 

days off) for the district at 

the Veneta Station.   
 

-Emma Correll is an 

Explorer (responder under 

the age of 18) and will be 

volunteering primarily out 

of the Crow fire station and will work 

occasional shifts at Veneta.   

 

-Nathan Horton is an out- 

of-district responder who 

will soon be working 24 

hour shifts at the Veneta 

station.   

 

-Jan Hundertmark is an 

exchange high school 

student from Germany 

who is participating in our 

explorer program while responding to 

calls in the Elmira and Veneta fire 

stations.   

 

-Brian Huynh is an out-

of- district responder 

who will be starting 24 

hour shift work at the 

Veneta station.   
 

-Sean Lande will be a 

responder at our Elmira 

fire station and will do 

occasional shifts at the 

Veneta station.   

 

-Jonathan Leaton will be 

a responder at our Crow 

station but will also do 

occasional shifts at our 

Veneta fire station.  
 

-Brady McDonald will be 

responding to the 

Spencer Creek station, 

but he will also be 

working occasional shifts in Veneta.    

 

-Mohammed Nagdy is an 

exchange student from 

Egypt. He is part of the 

Explorer program and will 

be responding to both the Elmira and 

Veneta fire stations. 

 

-Annie Tibbitts lives in 

the Fox Hollow area.  She 

will be responding to the 

Fox Hollow station and also be pulling 

shifts in Veneta.  

  

 

http://www.firemed.org/


 

-Ben Trautman is 

another of our out-of-

district responder that 

will be working 24 hour 

shifts at the Veneta fire 

station.   

 

-James Wellington lives 

in the Butler fire station 

area but will do 

occasional shifts at the 

Irving station.   

 

-Ken Wood lives in our 

Spencer Creek station 

area and will be doing 

occasional shifts at 

Veneta as well. 
 

 

Eight Bad Habits That Could 

Burn Your House Down 

An important mission of Lane Fire 

Authority is fire prevention.  Below is a 

list of the most common causes of fires 

in the home. Every year we are called to 

extinguish fires directly related to one or 

several of these causes. Please take a 

moment to look over this list and the 

associated information. 
 

1. Crowding appliances together:  

When you have inadequate space around 

appliances, you are not allowing the heat 

they generate to dissipate. All major 

appliances should be plugged directly 

into a wall outlet rather than using 

extension cords or power strips to clump 

them in the same area. More than one 

heat-producing appliance in an outlet at 

a time risks overloading the wiring, 

putting you at risk for an electrical fire. 

Another safety tip: Sign up to get recall 

notices on your major appliances at 

Recalls.gov, Occasionally products are 

recalled that have been found to be 

potentially dangerous due to 

overheating. 
 

2. Walking away from food cooking in 

the kitchen:  Cooking, particularly 

unattended cooking, is by far the leading 

cause of home fires. It only takes a few 

seconds for an unwatched pot or skillet 

to catch fire. Frying is the riskiest, 

according to the U.S. Fire 

Administration.  
 

3. “Daisy-chaining” extension cords:  

Using extension cords should always be 

a temporary solution.  Stringing 

extension cords together is risky at best,  

as most inexpensive extension cords use 

small gauge wire.  When an appliance 

hooked to these cords exceeds the cord’s 

electrical current capability, they 

overheat.  The longer the cord (and the 

more extension cords that are 

connected) the greater the risk for 

overheating, potentially leading to shorts 

and fires. 
  

Further,  never assume that a power strip 

has built-in surge protection. To have 

surge protection, a power strip must 

state their capability and have UL, CSA-

US or ETL-US labels on them. 
 

4. Making do with damaged or worn 

out cords:  Using compromised cords 

can cause electric shock as well as 

increase your fire risk if heat from the 

wires comes in contact with anything 

that can burn. In less than 30 seconds, 

the USFA reveals, "a small flame can 

get completely out of control and turn 

into a major fire." 

 

5. Leaving home with an electrical 

appliance running:   With a few 

exceptions, it is never wise to leave an 

appliance turned on when you leave the 

house.  The greatest risks for fire come 

from unattended dryers and cooking on 

the stove or in the oven. 
 

6. Ignoring the lint that needs to be 

cleaned out from the dryer:  

According to the USFA, 2,900 home 

clothes dryer fires are reported each year 

and cause $35 million in property loss. 

Thirty-four percent of those blazes were 

caused because the homeowner didn't 

clean the dryer. Without regular 

cleaning, the lint builds up, preventing 

heat from the dryer being able to escape. 

Not only should you clean your lint filer 

regularly, but check and clean your 

dryer hose leading all the way to the 

exterior vent at least once a year. 

 

7. Leaving a lit candle unattended:  

Sounds like common sense?  Yes, but it 

is surprising how many of us light a 

candle, leave it unattended and forget to 

extinguish it. Even a single votive can 

lead to a devastating fire. Candles are 

decorative and add a pleasant 

atmosphere to meals.  If you do use 

candles, keep them to a minimum, use 

sturdy holders and extinguish them 

when you leave the room." 

8. Putting off cleaning your chimney:  

Creosote, the oily substance that builds 

up when you use your fireplace and/or 

wood stove, is a leading cause of 

chimney fires.  It is highly 

recommended that you have your 

chimney inspected and cleaned at least 

once a year.   
 

Disposing of ashes requires special 

precautions.  Always place them in a 

metal bucket, take them outside and 

away from all flammable items and fill 

the bucket with water. You can then use 

the ashes in your garden (a good 

addition to your compost pile), or allow 

them to dry before placing them in the 

trash. 

_________________________________________________________ 
 

KOCF 92.5 FM Fern Ridge 

Community Radio 
By Bob McCarthy 

 

 Hey, did you know Fern 

Ridge now has our own 

Community Radio Station? 

Well, we do! The Oregon 

Country Fair was awarded 

an FCC license for a low-

power FM radio station to 

service the Fern Ridge Community. 

So what, you might ask, does this have 

to do with the Lane Fire District? 

Answer, in two words: Community and 

Safety.   
 

Lane Fire Authority Chief, Terry Ney, 

saw the unique opportunity in 

facilitating the KOCF fledgling effort 

and helped to locate the nuts and bolts 

part (actually, the wires and 

transistors part) of the radio station - the 

antenna and transmitter - at 

the Veneta fire station. Communication 

is essential in an emergency AND 

communication is essential in a 

community. 

 

In addition to an amazingly eclectic 

array of music, KOCF broadcasts a 

Community Calendar of upcoming 

events in the Fern Ridge area. The 

station has also recently partnered 

with the Fern Ridge School district to 

foster a radio club at Elmira High 

School, with plans for more 

collaboration at the lower grade levels as 

well.  KOCF has already aired two of 

the first ever "live on air" Elmira HS 

sports events. This "on air" opportunity 

will also be available for high school 

drama and other clubs of Fern Ridge and 

other local school districts. 

 

http://www.recalls.gov/
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/
http://www.usfa.fema.gov/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/renovation/advice/a31627/heated-pillow-causes-fire/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/renovation/advice/a20568/missouri-dryer-fire/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/cleaning/tips/a26255/cleaning-out-dryer-lint/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/cleaning/tips/a26255/cleaning-out-dryer-lint/
http://www.goodhousekeeping.com/home/cleaning/tips/a26255/cleaning-out-dryer-lint/


Are you interested? Does your group 

wish to post a Public Service 

Announcement? Then go 

to KOCF.ORG to find out how to get 

involved in and help support your 

Community Radio. 

 

Come out to Domaine Meriwether 

Winery for our auction (silent and 

live) on March 5, 2016. 

 

Join the fun at KOCF  92.5 FM: low 

power radio for the Fern Ridge 

Community! 
 
_______________________________________________________________ 
 

The Essential Guide to 

Surviving a Power Outage 
The only thing scarier than the 

lights going out is not being 

prepared for it. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Weather-related power outages have 

doubled since 2003, according to a 2014 

report by Climate Central, a non-profit 

research company.  In 2016, we have 

already had isolated power outages 

within Lane Fire Authority’s coverage 

area this year, and it is highly likely we 

will have more before the end of the 

year.     

 

 Initially a power outage can lead to a 

sense of excitement and adventure, but 

once it extends beyond 30 minutes to an 

hour, we become increasingly aware of 

not only the inconvenience, but the need 

to rely on preparedness. 
 

Below are suggestions on what you can 

do to be prepared before and during the 

power outage: 
 

BEFORE THE POWER OUTAGE: 

 

Assemble and maintain an emergency 

kit:  What should be in it? Items might 

include a hand-crank or battery-powered 

radio, flashlights, a first aid kit (with 

gauze, tape, bandages, antibiotic 

ointment, aspirin,  blankets, non-latex 

gloves, scissors, hydrocortisone, 

thermometer, tweezers, and an instant 

cold compress), extra batteries, a 

whistle, hand sanitizer, garbage bags, 

and a tool kit. Keep the items in one 

easy-to-access plastic container. 
 

Fill your car with gas:  Fuel pumps run 

using electricity.  Unless a service 

station has a backup generator, it will be 

unable to dispense fuel during a power 

outage.  It is suggested that you make a 

habit of keeping your vehicle’s fuel tank 

at least half full and if there is advance 

warning of an impending storm, to fill it 

up completely. 
 

If you have a backup generator, you will 

want to have extra fuel on hand.  

However, it needs to be stored safely; in 

an approved container and located away 

from your home and heat sources. 
 

Stock up on food and water:  Forget 

bread and milk; what you really need is 

nonperishable food and water - - enough 

to last at least three days.  A rule of 

thumb is to have one gallon of water per 

person per day.  Because you may be 

unable to cook, you might consider 

having on hand food items such as tuna 

in cans or pouches, peanut butter, and 

granola bars.  Further, don’t forget to 

have plenty of food on hand for your 

pets. 
 

Fill the bathtub with water:  If your 

home uses a well or relies on electricity 

to pump water, you will probably be 

without a ready source of water. You 

can go without showering for a while, 

but you'll still need to use the toilet. 

Most modern toilets provide you with 

one or two flushes before the tank is out 

of water. If you have a bath tub full of 

water, you can use a bucket to dump 

water into the tank or directly into the 

toilet to flush away waste. 
 

Get cash:  ATMs and credit card 

machines need electricity to work. If 

supermarkets or convenience stores are 

actually open during an outage, having 

cash makes it more likely you will be 

able to purchase needed food and other 

supplies. 
 

Know your risks:  Assess where you 

live and why you have had a power 

outage. Unless there is an immediate 

threat to you and your home, it may be 

wisest to stay where you are. 
 

DURING THE STORM 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Don't rely on candles:  Candles and 

lanterns using flame for light can 

certainly set a calming mood during a 

power outage, but they are not 

recommended due to risk of fire. Use 

flashlights to light your way instead and 

keep on hand a good supply of fresh 

batteries.  In addition to powering 

flashlights they can also be used to run 

portable radios.  
 

Be smart about generators:  Portable 

generators can safely power important 

electrical equipment — freezers, 

refrigerators, lighting, and more — in 

the event of a power outage. However, 

they can also be very hazardous. Never 

use a generator indoors, only outside of 

structures, with plenty of room to run. 

Generators emit carbon monoxide, an 

odorless, colorless gas that can quickly 

buildup indoors and lead to death. Read 

and follow the manufacturer's guidelines 

before operating the generator and never 

use it inside your home or other 

enclosed areas because it emits carbon 

monoxide. 
 

Even with your generator outside, be 

sure to have battery-powered carbon 

monoxide detectors in your home as an 

added safety precaution. In addition, 

when it comes time to refuel, let the 

generator cool for at least two minutes 

before refilling it, gasoline and vapors 

are extremely flammable. 
 

Keep the refrigerator and freezer 

doors closed:  This helps food stay at 

the appropriate temperature longer. 

Food should be safe as long as the 

power is out for no more than four 

hours. (If your refrigerator is in your 

garage and the weather has been below 

40 degrees, obviously food can be kept 

at a safe temperature longer.  If the 

weather is below freezing, a closed 

refrigerator can help prevent the 

contents from freezing).  
 

If the power outage extends for several 

days or longer, discard any perishable 

foods (like meat, poultry, fish, eggs, 

dairy and leftovers) that have been 

above 40 degrees for over two hours. 

Never taste food to determine its safety.  
 

If you have warning of an impending 

storm that may cause a power outage, 

think about filling containers with water 

and place them in your freezer.  They 

can then be used both as an aid to 

keeping food cold in your refrigerator 

and if kept in the freezer can help you 

determine if the freezer has defrosted. 
 

Unplug everything:  Turn off or 

disconnect appliances and electronics 

that were in use when the power went 

out. The power might return with 

momentary surges or spikes that can 

damage the equipment. However, leave 

at least one light on so that you know 

when the power returns. 

http://www.climatecentral.org/news/weather-related-blackouts-doubled-since-2003-report-17281
http://www.climatecentral.org/news/weather-related-blackouts-doubled-since-2003-report-17281


If you can, stay inside and keep 

informed:  As previously mentioned, 

unless you are faced with an immediate 

threat, it is best to stay at home.  Use a 

battery powered or hand-cranked radio 

to keep informed.   
 

If you need to contact others, keep in 

mind that cells phones have batteries 

that will need to be recharged using an 

outlet in your car or by generator. 

Further, they may not function at all as 

cell towers rely on electricity.  If you 

have still have a “landline” (hardwired 

telephone) it is possible that it may still 

be useable, since they usually use an 

independent power source. 
 

Stock up on board and card games, 

good books and other diversions:  Be 

aware that in a power outage, being able 

to use the Internet, accessing Facebook 

and other social media, as well as 

watching television and videos is not 

going to happen without a source of 

electricity.  Plan ahead with alternative 

activities.  If you are with others, it may 

be an excellent time to rediscover direct 

interaction . . . for many a lost art in the 

time of electronics. 
____________________________________________ 

 

Ice on the Road? 

Safety Tips to Remember 

 

The #1 icy road driving tip: Reduce 

your speed.  Slowing down is the most 

important thing to do when driving on 

ice and snow. High speeds make it both 

easy to lose control and difficult to stop. 

You should never be driving faster than 

45mph in any vehicle when roads are 

icy - not even on highways! In many 

cases, much slower speeds are 

necessary. You can slide off of the road 

on certain types of more treacherous 

icing - like black ice - at 10mph or less! 

If you're fishtailing or sliding at all, it 

means you are going too fast for the 

conditions.  
 

You don't have the skill to drive at 

normal speeds on icy roads:  A factor in 

many of the serious and fatal crashes is 

overconfidence in one's abilities and/or 

equipment (traction control, antilock 

brakes, stability control, winter tires).. A 

person who enters a high-speed slide 

will quickly learn that it is something 

they can't handle - but all too late. 
   

The #2 icy road driving tip:  Don't 

drive on icy roads. The best way to 

avoid an accident on an icy road is to 

simply stay off the roads until the threat 

passes.  
   

Pay attention to the weather:  Make 

the weather forecast part of your daily 

routine during the winter. Awareness of 

conditions will help you be more 

prepared .  
 

Go easy on your brakes:  Brake 

application is a common trigger of slides 

that result in a loss of vehicle control. 

ABS (antilock brakes) do not work well 

on ice and snow, and often will lock up 

your wheels regardless.  
   
Turn into a slide:  If you're fishtailing 

or sliding, it usually means you are 

going too fast. Reduce your speed so 

you won't need to worry about this! 

Most high-speed slides are difficult to 

correct successfully. If you're caught off 

guard and begin sliding, turn your 

wheels in the direction that the rear of 

your car is sliding.  
 

Icy road accidents happen in 

multiples:  Your own accident is 

sometimes not the greatest threat to you 

- additional out-of-control vehicles often 

are.  
   
Don't stop for accidents or stranded 

vehicles along an icy roadway:  Being 

a Good Samaritan is a noble thing, but 

on an icy road, it can cause more 

problems than it solves.  Unless the 

stranded driver is in immediate danger, 

the best thing you can do is contact the 

authorities (call 911), who are equipped 

to safely block the road or divert traffic 

while a tow truck can do the job 

properly. 
 

Avoid hills or other dangerous roads 

during icy conditions:  The laws of 

physics are unforgiving! If you attempt 

to tackle a steep enough incline, there is 

nothing you can do to stop gravity from 

taking its toll. 

_______________________________ 

 

 

Clean audits 

for all three 

fire agencies 
 

 

Lane County Fire District 1, Lane Rural 

Fire/Rescue and Lane Fire Authority 

passed their recent audits for the 2014-

2015 fiscal year. The audits are an 

annual requirement for all public 

agencies in Oregon.  

This is a normal occurrence for all three 

fire agencies, and has happened as long 

as Fire Chief Terry Ney can remember. 

What is new, however, is that the 

independent auditor credited the 

financial health of the fire districts to 

efficiencies realized as a result of the 

partnership as Lane Fire Authority. Lane 

County Fire District 1 and Lane Rural 

Fire/Rescue have been operating under a 

special agreement as Lane Fire 

Authority since 2012 to reduce costs and 

improve emergency services.  

 

The three audits cost taxpayers almost 

$20,000 this year. Once voters finalize a 

merger between the two fire districts, 

Lane Fire Authority will require just one 

audit which will save money. 

 

An independent auditor reviewed the 

practices of the three fire agencies in 

several areas, including deposits of 

public funds with financial institutions; 

budgets legally required; insurance and 

fidelity bonds required by law; programs 

funded by outside sources; investment 

of surplus funds; and, public contracts 

and purchasing. In all three reports, the 

auditor said that the fire agencies 

complied with state law for accounting 

practices of public agencies.   

 

It also was noted that the three fire 

agencies had adequate reserve accounts.  

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue and Lane Fire 

Authority had no long-term debt. Lane 

County Fire District 1 is paying off a 

loan it acquired to purchase emergency 

apparatus. 

_______________________________ 
 
 

Volunteering Becomes a 

Family Affair In Crow 
By Capt. Stan Turner 

 

For many years, the LFA station in 

Crow (Station 111) was nearly devoid of 

responders.  Staffing usually hovered 

between zero and one or two personnel.  

However, we are pleased to announce a 

significant change. Volunteer staffing 

has more than doubled in size! Four 

eager and dedicated firefighters are now 

responding to the Crow Station, and as a 

bonus they all come from families with 

volunteer firefighting experience. 
 



The lead member among our new Crow 

responders is John Leaton, who joined 

LFA a year ago along with his younger 

son, Cody. John was no stranger to the 

fire service.  His father, Larry, 

volunteered with Junction City.  When 

John was sixteen he followed in his 

father’s footsteps and also volunteered 

with Junction City. After high school, 

John attended Chemeketa Community 

College and enrolled in the fire science 

program.  While enrolled at Chemeketa, 

he was hired by Albany Fire & Rescue. 

Several years later John went to work 

with the Lane County Sheriff’s Office as 

a maintenance electrician.  John is now a 

private building contractor.   

 

Son Cody was also no stranger to 

volunteering.  At age fifteen he joined 

the Lane  County Sheriff’s Office 

Search and Rescue Team and has been 

active for four years. 

 

In the fall of 2014 John and Cody 

enrolled in Lane Fire Authority’s 

Recruit Academy.  They both completed 

their training in January 2015 and began 

responding to the Crow station. 

 

A year later, in the fall of 2015, John’s 

older son, Jonathan, along with next 

door neighbor Emma Correll, enrolled in 

LFA’s fall recruit class. Emma also 

hailed from a volunteer firefighter 

family. Her grandfather, Roy Sturtevant, 

volunteered with the Crow Valley Fire 

Department during the 1970s. 

 

Jonathan and Emma completed their 

recruit training in January of this year.  

Consequently, it is now possible for the 

three Leatons and Ms. Correll to 

respond together, significantly reducing 

the response time out of the Crow 

Station.   

 

_______________________________ 

 

Helping Children Learn How 

to Call  9-1-1 
By Tressa Miller, LFA Public Education & 

Fire Prevention Officer 

 

We are now midway 

through the school 

year and if you have 

children living at 

home it’s a good time 

to review with them the 

basics on how to call for 

help in times of emergency.  Here are 

some brief and simple guidelines for 

children who are at the kindergarten 

level or higher: 

 

 

The child should be able to: 

 

- Know how to call 911 in an 

emergency using a cell phone and 

“landline” (if both are present in 

the home). 

 

- Be able to state clearly over the 

telephone the home street address.  

(This information is critical!  

Without it the 911 call taker will 

be delayed or unable to dispatch 

emergency help.) 

 

- Be prepared to describe the type 

of emergency and who needs help 

(at the kindergarten level, a 

description may simply be ‘my 

mommy is not feeling well.”) 

 

- If at all possible, be able to state 

whether the person is breathing 

and is or is not awake (conscious). 

 

- Stay on the line with the 911 

dispatcher unless or until they are 

told to hang up. 

 

- If there is a fire or other life 

threatening situation, be prepared 

to leave the house and/or 

hazardous area. 

 

- Never call 911 as a joke or for 

“fun.” (It is illegal and can tie up 

the emergency lines, delaying a 

real emergency call from being 

processed). 

 

Note:  As part of our prevention 

education program, members of Lane 

Fire Authority will be coming or have 

come to local classrooms to talk about 

safety and calling 911 in times of 

emergency.  You can be proactive by 

using the guidelines above to help 

prepare your child for such a visit 

_______________________________ 

 

Do You Have Working 

Smoke Alarms in All 

Sleeping Areas of Your 

Home? 
By Tressa Miller, LFA Public Education & 

Fire Prevention Officer 

 

In virtually every edition of Flash Point 

we include at least one article on smoke 

alarms.  Why? Because they save lives!   

 

 

 

For your safety and the safety of every 

member of your household, we urge you 

to properly place a working smoke 

alarm in every room that is used for 

sleeping.  Half of all Unites States home 

fire deaths occur between 11 pm and 7 

am. Having a working smoke alarm in 

the home reduces the risk of dying in a 

fire by 50%. 
 

What concerns us is that statistically 

66% of homes in the United States do 

not have working smoke alarms in every 

bedroom!  You can help change that 

statistic by making sure you have 

working smoke alarms in all your 

sleeping areas. 
 

Do you need a smoke alarm and or help 

with installation?  If so, please call Lane 

Fire Authority.  We can come to your 

home and install a smoke alarm in the 

appropriate place. This is a free service 

to you.  Please call (541) 935-2226 and 

ask for fire prevention/smoke detectors.  
 

Remember this slogan . . . “Hear the 

beep where you sleep!”  It can be a 

helpful reminder to check your smoke 

alarms at least once a month. 

_______________________________ 
 

Upcoming 

Opportunities to 

Donate Blood 
 

Veneta Fire Station, 88050 Territorial 

Highway, Veneta. 

 

Feb. 24 (Wed.) – 1:00 to 6:00 PM 

 

April 20 (Wed.) – 1:00 to 6:00 PM 

 

For or appointment call: (541) 484-9111 

drop-bys are also welcome. 

________________________________ 
 

Total Alarms in 2015: 

4811 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Flash Point is published semi-

annually by Lane Fire Authority.  

Visit our website www.lanefire.org.  

Please direct comments and questions 

to the Editor, Stan Turner, by calling 

(541) 935-2226 or by sending written 

comments to Lane Fire Authority, 

P.O. Box 275, Veneta, OR 

 

 
97487. 
 


