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Remember:  

Burn Season 

Ends On or 

Before June 15th. 
 

A reminder to our patrons that 

backyard burning season ends on 

or before June 15.  The exact date 

will depend on weather conditions. 
 

If you burn on your property, 

please remember it is important to 

not only call LRAPA to determine 

if it is a burn day but to also to find 

out if the burn season remains 

open.  Also remember, if it is still 

burn season, you need a burn 

permit from Lane Fire Authority.  

They are available on or near the 

front door of all fourteen of our 

stations as well as on our website: 

www.lanefire.org. 
 

Once burn season ends you may 

not burn debris. This includes not 

only open burning, but using burn 

barrels as well.  Please respect the 

closure of the burn season. Fines 

for disregarding a closure can be 

substantial. 

 

Lane Fire Authority would like to 

encourage you to consider 

alternative ways to dispose of your 

yard debris throughout the year. 

Recycling is a great way to help 

keep you and your neighbors safe 

from the dangers of fire and reduce 

the amount of air pollution. 

 

Boards to Vote on 

Resolution for Merger 

Public invited to attend meetings 

and learn more 

 

 

 

 

Lane County Fire District 1 and 

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue have been 

working together under a special 

agreement since 2012. The 

partnership is called Lane Fire 

Authority and it provides fire, life 

safety and emergency medical 

services (EMS) to 36,000 residents 

over 276 square miles in the 

Willamette Valley.  
 

Working together has improved 

emergency services and is more 

cost-effective for taxpayers. The 

next step is to ask voters to finalize 

the merger during the November 

General Election and equalize the 

levy rates. 
 

Based on 2016 assessed valuations, 

the equalized levy rate would be 

approximately $2.04 per $1,000 of 

assessed property value and take 

effect July 1, 2017. This means that 

property owners in Lane Rural 

Fire/Rescue would see a tax 

decrease of 8-cents/$1,000. Those 

in Lane County.  
 

Fire District 1 would see a 5-

cent/$1,000 increase for improved 

service, or approximately $12 per 

year for the average homeowner.  
 

Voter approval for the merger will 

reduce the costs of running three 

organizations. Currently, the Fire 

Authority manages three boards of 

directors, three budgets, and pays 

for three insurance policies and 

audits every year. Savings from 

finalizing the merger will be 

enough to hire one additional full-

time paramedic to help staff an 

ambulance at the Veneta Fire 

Station. 
 

Two meetings are planned to share 

information about the merger with 

the community before board 

members vote to place the merger 

on the ballot. Meetings will be held 

on June 21 and July 19 at 6:00 p.m. 

at Lane Fire Authority 

Headquarters, 88050 Territorial 

Highway in Veneta. 
 

Information about the merger can 

be found on Lane Fire Authority’s 

web site at www.lanefire.org. 

Community members with 

questions are encouraged to contact 

Fire Chief Terry Ney at 

terryney@lanefire.org or calling 

him at (541) 935-2226.  

 
_____________________________________________ 

 

From the Chief’s Desk 
By Terry Ney, Chief of Lane Fire 

Authority  
 

We’ve had a busy six 

months at Lane Fire 

Authority and are on 

track to break 5,000 

calls this year (up 

from 4,800 in 2015). 

The good news is that we are better 

prepared than ever to respond to 

this increase in call volume.  
 

Featured in this issue of  

Flash Point: 
 

- End of Burn Season 

Soon 

- Boards Vote on 

Resolution for Merger 

- New ISO Ratings for 

LFA 

- Summer Safety Tips 

- Meet Your Firefighters 
 

 

 

http://www.lanefire.org/
mailto:terryney@lanefire.org


Part of the reason for this improved 

service is that Lane County Fire 

District 1 and Lane Rural 

Fire/Rescue have been working 

together as Lane Fire Authority 

since 2012. This partnership has 

improved emergency service 

coverage, and is more cost-

effective and efficient for our 

taxpayers. 

 

Working together has helped us 

staff one more fire station full-time, 

add one more ambulance, and have 

additional emergency response 

units ready to serve our 

community. We have reduced 

administrative overhead, as well as 

costs for training, equipment, fuel, 

and other supplies. Our partnership 

also has improved the property 

insurance rating for both fire 

districts, which means homeowners 

and businesses benefit from lower 

premiums. 
 

What we’re doing is working – but 

it’s not official yet. The Boards of 

Directors for both organizations 

likely will ask voters to finalize the 

merger during the November 2016 

General Election. This will help 

reduce the bureaucracy and costs 

associated with running three 

organizations. We anticipate using 

these savings to hire one additional 

full-time paramedic to help staff 

the ambulance at the Veneta Fire 

Station. 

 

Lane Fire Authority will hold 

meetings on June 21 and July 19 to 

share information about the 

merger, and we would like to invite 

you to take part. Both meetings 

begin at 6:00 p.m. at our 

headquarters station at 88050 

Territorial Highway in Veneta. The 

Board will vote to place the 

measure on the November election 

ballot at the July meeting. 

 

Lane Fire Authority operates under 

a balanced budget, and has passed 

all of its accountability and 

financial audits. Our Board 

meetings are open to the public, 

and we encourage community 

members to attend and learn more 

about how we operate. If you are 

unable to attend, we regularly share 

information through our newsletter, 

media releases, web site 

(www.lanefire.org), and Facebook 

page /LaneFireAuthority. 

 

We appreciate your support, and 

thank you for partnering with us to 

save lives and property. Please feel 

free to contact me at 

terryney@lanefire.org or call (541) 

935-2226 with questions.  
 

 

The New and 

Improved ISO 

Rating: 

What is it, and what does it mean? 
 

Effective April 1, 2016, Lane Fire 

Authority has a new ISO rating.  

This article will share what this is, 

and more importantly, what it 

means to you as a property owner 

in our fire districts. 

 

First it is important to understand 

how insurance companies 

determine rates.  One factor is the 

rating by the Insurance Services 

Office, Inc., or ISO.  The ISO is a 

private corporation that gathers 

data regarding fire protection 

capabilities, and then develops a 

Public Protection Classification, or 

PPC—a number from 1 to 10, with 

1 indicating the best possible 

protection class, and 10 indicating 

no recognized fire protection.  This 

classification may then be used by 

the underwriters of subscribing 

insurance companies to calculate 

premiums based on nationally 

recognized standards.  There are 

100 points in the classification 

schedule:  10 points for fire alarm 

and communication systems, 40 

points for water supply systems, 

and 50 points for the fire 

department.   
 

Individual insurance companies, 

not the ISO, determine the 

premium that is charged to the 

policyholders.  Not all insurance 

companies subscribe to ISO; some 

determine the risk classification 

from other information. 
 

Previously, Lane County Fire 

District #1 had a PPC rating of 4 

within 1000 feet of fire hydrants, 

8B within five miles of a fire 

station, and 10 outside of the five 

mile radius.  Lane Rural 

Fire/Rescue had a PPC rating of 5, 

8B, and 10 respectively. 
 

Lane Fire Authority was re-rated 

late last year, and we improved our 

ratings in all categories.  These 

new PPC ratings took effect April 

1, 2016.  Properties in our 

jurisdiction within 1000 feet of a 

rated fire hydrant supplied by the 

water departments of Veneta, 

Junction City, or Eugene (EWEB) 

now have a PPC of 3.  All 

properties in our jurisdiction that 

are more than 1000 feet from a 

hydrant, but within five road miles 

of a recognized fire station, now 

have a PPC of 4.  Any property that 

is more than five road miles from  a 

recognized fire station now has a 

PPC of 10W, which means that a 

fire department does respond, but 

the time and distance limits the 

effectiveness of that response. 
 

There are also two alternate water 

sites that are recognized by ISO.  

One is the Lane Fire Authority 

pump station on the Long Tom 

River at Vick Road in Alderwood, 

and the other is the gravity fed 

hydrant at the base of Fern Ridge 

Dam on Clear Lake Road.  Both of 

these sites are considered hydrants, 

and structures within 1000 feet of 

them have an PPC 3 rating. 
 

We are working on developing a 

tool for our website that will allow 

you to enter your address, and 

determine what the ISO rating is.  

http://www.lanefire.org/
http://www.facebook.com/LaneFireAuthority
mailto:terryney@lanefire.org


Meanwhile, you can use a mapping 

tool such as Mapquest to determine 

distance from a fire station.  Using 

the directions function, enter your 

address in one of the fields, and the 

closest fire station in the other, and 

you can instantly find out the 

distance.  If your house is close to a 

fire hydrant, you can use the trip 

meter on your car to get a close 

approximation of the distance.  

Two tenths (2/10) of a mile is 1056 

feet.  So if your house is a little less 

than 2/10 of a mile from the nearest 

hydrant, you are probably within 

1000 feet of it. 
 

Here is a list of our station 

addresses to use for this purpose: 
 

Station & Address: 

 

101 (Veneta), 88050 Territorial Hwy,  

Veneta, OR 97487 

102 (Central Rd), 87636 Central Rd,  

Eugene, OR 97402 

103 (Butler Rd.), 23704 Butler Rd,  

Elmira, OR 97437 

104 (Noti), 22575 Fir St,  

Noti, OR 97461 

105 (Elmira), 88794 Fountain Rd,  

Elmira,    OR 97437 

106 (Walton), 18796 Transformer Rd,  

Walton, OR 97490 

107 (Fox Hollow) 84501 McBeth Road,  

Eugene, OR 97405 

108 (Lorane Highway), 84111 Lorane  

Highway, Eugene, OR 97405 

109 (Spencer Creek) 27980 Spencer Creek 

Road, Eugene, OR 97405 

111 (Crow)86074 Central Rd,  

Eugene, OR 97402 

112 (Alvadore) 90825 Alvadore Road,  

Junction City, OR 97448 

113 (Franklin) 91970 Territorial Hwy,  

Junction City, OR 97448 

114 (Alderwood) 22900 Highway 36,  

Cheshire, OR 97410 

115 (Irving) 29999 Hallett St,  

Eugene, OR 97402 

 

You may also contact our 

headquarters station in Veneta at 

541-935-2226, and we will assist 

you in determining your new ISO 

rating.  If your insurance agent or 

company needs it, we are happy to 

supply you with a letter verifying 

the rating, or you can have your  

insurance agent contact us with 

questions.  Agents for insurance 

companies that pay to subscribe to 

the ISO services can get this 

verification from the ISO website, 

but as mentioned above, not all 

insurance companies pay this 

subscription fee.  You may want to 

ask your insurance agent to get you 

quotes from multiple insurance 

companies, as rates can and do 

vary.  Be sure to notify your agent 

of these changes, as it may not be 

changed automatically by your 

insurance company. 
 

As you can see, Lane Fire 

Authority has made solid 

improvements in our fire protection 

capability which has resulted in 

reduced insurance premiums.  This 

was a direct result of our 

partnerships and cooperative 

efforts.  
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ODF Fire Restrictions - 2016 
Western Lane District, Oregon Department of 

Forestry 
 

As we move into the summer 

months and you drive on many of 

the rural roads in our fire district, 

you will see Fire Restrictions signs 

posted by the Western Lane Forest 

Protection District. The objective 

of these notifications is to restrict 

public activities that can and will 

result in wildfires. Some of the 

activities that are restricted are:  
 

 Smoking is prohibited in 

areas that have flammable 

vegetation.  

 Open fires are prohibited, 

including campfires, cooking 

fires, and charcoal fires 

except in designated 

campgrounds or on private 

property (such as a campfire 

pit within 100 feet of your 

residence) with the 

permission of the landowner.  

 Chainsaw use is prohibited 

between the hours of 10:00  

a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Chainsaw 

use is permitted at all other 

hours provided the following 

firefighting equipment is 

present with each operating 

saw: one shovel, and one 

operational 8 oz. or larger fire 

extinguisher. In addition, a 

fire watch of at least one hour 

is required following the use 

of each saw. 

 Mowing of dried and cured 

grass is prohibited between 

the hours of 10:00 a.m. and 

8:00 p.m. except for 

commercial culture and 

harvest of agricultural crops. 

However, it is acceptable to 

mow green grass around your 

home so long as it is watered 

down. 

 The use of fireworks and 

exploding targets is also 

prohibited.   
 

 If you plan on heading out into the 

forest to camp, fish, hunt or to 

enjoy other recreational activities 

you will need to have the following 

in your vehicle: one shovel and one 

gallon of water or a 2 ½ pound or 

larger fire extinguisher readily 

available.  
 

Please note: The use of motorized 

vehicles, including All Terrain 

Vehicles (ATV) is prohibited 

except on improved roads. 

(Improved roads are paved or 

graveled roads which must be free 

of flammable material.)  
 

If you have any questions about the 

fire season, ODF’s Fire 

Restrictions, having a residential 

warming/camp fire (see the 

following article, or any other 

forestry related questions, please 

call your local Oregon Department 

of Forestry office. Those living in 

western Lane County can call (541) 

935-2283.   

 

Fighting wildfires has become very 

expensive and results in the loss of 

both resources (i.e. timber) and 

property, so please be careful this 

summer while out camping, hiking, 

hunting, or just working around 

your home.  
 



 

 

 

 

 

When Fire Restrictions go into 

effect, you will see yellow signs 

posted throughout Western Lane's 

district.  Be sure to keep an eye out 

for these signs and follow the 

requirements.  Being found in non-

compliance can be very costly. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 
Can I Have a Campfire 

During the Summer Months? 
 

During the summer months we 

frequently get telephone calls 

asking if a resident living in the 

areas covered by Lane Fire 

Authority can have a 

camping/warming fire on their 

property - - particularly once 

backyard burning is banned and the 

Fire Restrictions rules go into 

effect (see the accompanying 

article).  The answer must be 

broken into several parts, 

depending on where you live. 
 

If you live in the City of Eugene  
 

Recreational (camp) 

fires are prohibited by 

city ordinance. You 

are allowed to cook 

outdoors using briquette and 

propane barbeques. 
 

If you live in the city of Veneta: 
 

Veneta is subject to the Oregon 

Fire Code which states:  
 

● Recreational fires 

shall not be 

conducted within 25 

feet of a structure or 

combustible material. 

Conditions which could cause a 

fire to spread within 25 feet of a 

structure shall be eliminated 

prior to ignition. 
 

 ● Bonfires shall not be 

conducted within 50 feet of a 

structure or combustible 

material unless the fire is 

contained in a barbecue pit. 

Conditions which could cause a 

fire to spread within 50 feet of a 

structure shall be eliminated 

prior to ignition. 
 

● Portable outside fireplaces 

shall be used in accordance with 

manufacture's instructions and 

shall not be operated within 15 

feet of a structure or 

combustible material. 

  

● Open burning, bonfires, 

recreational fires and use of 

portable outdoor fireplaces shall 

be constantly attended until the 

fire is extinguished. A minimum 

of one portable fire extinguisher 

complying with a minimum 4-A 

rating or other approved on-site 

fire-extinguishing equipment, 

such as dirt, sand, water barrel, 

garden hose or water truck, shall 

be available for immediate 

utilization. 
 

Those living in all rural areas 

outside Eugene and Veneta 

(including the communities of 

Elmira, Noti and Walton): 
 

You are subject to the rules 

established by the Oregon 

Department of Forestry related to 

open burning (a good indication are 

the posted Fire Restrictions signs 

put up throughout the covered 

areas (see the accompanying article 

for more information on Fire 

Restrictions).  
 

● The campfire site must be 

inspected by personnel from 

the Oregon Department of 

Forestry to make sure it is in a 

safe and appropriate location.  

Call (541) 935-2283 to set up 

an appointment. 
 

● The campfire site must be 

within 100' of the residence. 
 

● Brush must be cleared at 

least 50' around the site. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2016 
 

(Note: We repeat the following article 

annually to help our patrons prepare 

for our dry summer months. It is 

suggested that you post this article in a 

prominent location as a handy 

reminder on what you can do to 

minimize the summer fire danger 

around your home.) 

 

A large majority of the homes in 

our fire district, both in urban and 

rural settings, are in moderate to 

heavily forested areas. 

Consequently, no matter where you 

live, with the approach of the drier 

summer and fall months, it is once 

again time to take inventory of 

your preparedness for the 

possibility of a wildland fire 

threatening your home and 

property.  Below is our annual 

checklist.  PLEASE take a few 

moments to read it carefully.  We 

offer more in-depth information on 

wildland fire protection at our main 

station on Territorial Highway in 

Veneta (541-935-2226). You can 

also get detailed information from 

the Oregon Department of 

Forestry, Western Lane District, 

located two blocks south of our 

main station on Territorial Road 

(541-935-2283).   

 

As you review this check list, keep 

in mind that many of the items 

apply year-round.  At the end of 

this list is a series of emergency 

scenarios to test your preparedness 

- read them and see how prepared 

you are. 

 

Safety Check List 
 

___ Is your address clearly visible 

from both sides of the road?  
 

___Is the driveway/road to your 

home and other structures 

accessible for fire equipment?  It 

needs to be at least 12 feet wide, 

have 13 ½ feet of height clearance, 

with negotiable curves and 

adequate room for turning vehicles 

around.  



___Do you have trees with 

branches that hang over any 

portion of your house or other 

structures (barns, outbuildings, 

etc.)?  Remove the overhanging 

limbs, thin trees, prune their lower 

limbs to 15 feet above the ground 

and thin the trees or remove them 

from around your home. 
 

___Have you cleaned all debris 

from your roof and out of your rain 

gutters? 
 

___Have you removed items that 

burn easily from at least 30 feet 

around the house and at least 200 

feet away on the downhill side? 
 

___Is your firewood stored 30 to 

100 feet upslope from your house? 
 

___Have you blocked off the open 

space under your deck with solid 

sheeting or fine-mesh wire 

(openings no larger than 1/8th 

inch)?  In addition, do you have 

fine-mesh wire covering exterior 

attic and foundation vents? 
 

___If you are re-roofing your 

home, have you considered using 

fire-resistant roofing materials such 

as Class-A asphalt shingles, metal 

sheets, or cement tiles?  If you are 

planning to build a new home, 

consider fire-resistant siding such 

as cement board, brick, or cement 

block. 
 

___Have you developed a “fire 

plan” with your family including 

escape routes and a place to meet 

once outside your home? 
 

___Have you protected/preserved 

your family records, documents, 

and photographs? A relatively 

quick and easy way is to use a 

computer and scanner to copy 

them, copy them onto discs, and 

store copies in a safe deposit box or 

with a close friend or relative living 

outside the area. 
 

___Have you put together an 

emergency evacuation kit should 

you have to leave your property in 

the event of a major wildland fire? 

The following is a partial list of 

documents and personal 

possessions you might want to 

consider taking with you: insurance 

policy numbers; treasured family 

photos; contact phone numbers 

including addresses of key people 

and agencies that may need to be 

contacted; prescription medications 

and a list of medications taken by 

family members. Other important 

items include: house and vehicle 

keys, money, credit cards, checks, 

personal identification, prescription 

glasses/contact lenses; and if you 

have pets, don’t forget their food, 

medication, and other essential 

supplies.  In addition, consider 

assembling a Survival Kit which 

would include several days’ supply 

of food, water, eating utensils and 

cooking gear, a battery-powered 

radio or TV; first aid kit; and a 

flashlight. 
 

As an exercise to see how 

prepared you are for a disaster, 

consider the following: 
 

A wildland fire is quickly 

approaching and when it reaches 

your property, it will destroy your 

home and nearly everything else. 
 

1.  If you had only enough time to 

take one 12" by 18" and 12" deep 

card board box of personal 

possessions (knowing that you 

would lose virtually everything else 

to a fire) what would you take? 
 

2.  What about an inventory of your 

possessions? Would you be able to 

make an accurate list of everything 

you have lost? 
 

3. Would your insurance be 

sufficient to help you begin to 

recover your property losses? 
 

4.  Would you have the resources 

to live independently away from 

your home? 

 

5. Would you be able to evacuate 

your home with only a short 

warning? 
 

6.  What would you do about your 

pets?  Your livestock? 
 

 We can all benefit from the Boy 

Scout motto and “Be Prepared.” 

 

 

 

The Top Equipment Safety 

Tips for the Summer 
 

Attention all you lawn mowers, 

tractor operators and backyard 

handy-persons!  In the summer we 

come out in the warm weather as 

thick as a swarm of bees; anxious 

to tackle all those postponed 

projects, feeling the call of field, 

forest and garden!  But wait . . . 

remember that even the most 

seasoned, seasoned expert needs a 

refresher when they’ve been in 

hibernation for a while! 

 

The safety tips below are just that – 

tips, as in “tip of the iceberg.”  For 

a full review, do your own research 

. . . read your owner’s manual, get 

on line, talk to others who have 

trust-worthy ecperience, discover 

what you’ve forgotten or what you 

need to learn. 

 

Tractors: If you 

operate a tractor 

– please, please, 

please use a 

seatbelt.  Yes, 

we know that standing up while 

pulling, pushing, plowing and put-

putting about makes it easier to see 

things (and after all it looks like 

you are concentrating on an 

important job) BUT one of the 

most common accidents is folks 

falling off their tractor and getting 

run over, mowed, mangled and 

down-right messed up by the very 

machine they think 

they know how to 

handle.   If your 

tractor doesn’t 

have “rollover 

protection” (called “ROPS”), get 

one.  OK, we know that a ROPS 

may make your Ford N-9 look less 

authentic, but tractors are top-

heavy and can easily roll over.  As 

a fire department we have been on 

far too many calls involving 

individuals who have been hurt or 

killed by tractors that have rolled 

over on them. And remember that 

tractors operate all kinds of moving 

attachments, from brush hogs to 

cultivators, loaders, posthole 

diggers, etc.  Every one of these are 



a marvel to mankind but can also 

do a very thorough job of inflicting 

grievous injury by flinging out 

objects run over, grabbing loose 

clothing, mashing and trapping 

limbs. Always know the limitations 

of the equipment your are using 

and be aware of your surroundings.  

It’s not just the operators who get 

injured but bystanders and 

individuals working around the 

equipment as well. 

 

Lawnmowers: 
There is no 

greater sign 

that spring and 

summer have arrived than the 

drone of the gas-powered 

lawnmower attacking the thick of 

grass that has suddenly sprouted in 

great profusion.  Ah, this marvel of 

human ingenuity has rescued us 

from the drudgery of the old sickle 

or a herd of goats (who may eat 

down your grass but have minds of 

their own as to what to munch on 

including flowers, bushes, a 

favorite shoe!).   
 

Whether it be a 

push mower or 

one you ride on, 

the lawn mower 

usually does a 

downright nice job making our 

lawn look like a putting green (well 

. . . sorta!).  However, it is essential 

to remember that this very machine 

that “seems” to be one of our very 

best friends, is in fact dumb, blind 

and cares not a whit about you or 

your safety.  So . . . your best 

approach, in addition to reviewing 

operator and safety manuals is to 

view your lawnmower as an 

instrument of split personality – a 

helpful, time-saving tool but one 

that can just as easily cause serious 

injury if you let your guard down.  

Powered mowers can tip over, their 

whirling blades can come in 

contact with personal appendages, 

cutting slicing, dicing and 

maiming.  Further, they can throw 

out all kinds of debris, which can 

hit and significantly damage 

objects (human and otherwise). 

 

There is a wide assortment of other 

implements, tools and handy 

gadgets that come out of the garage 

and shop that we use in the spring 

and summer, among them (but not 

exclusively limited to) weed-eaters, 

rototillers, shovels, hoes and the 

jewel of them all – the bar-b-que.  

Are they Useful? Helpful? Improve 

our quality of life? Absolutely, but 

if we let our guard down they can 

turn around and be our worst 

enemy. 

  

So, what is the basic message, the 

“pearl of wisdom,” the “kernel” of 

knowledge, the “gem”, and the 

“gist” of our message?  It’s simple, 

no matter what you are doing, 

THINK AND PRACTICE 
SAFETY.   Avoid ruining your 

summer because you let your guard 

down. We DO NOT want to make 

a visit to see you! 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

Why Do They Do That? 
The Value of “Tradition” 

By Assistant Chief Steve Strain 
 

It may have been 

more than a few 

decades ago when I 

started in the fire 

service, but I 

clearly remember 

being introduced to 

a standard ritual on my first day.  

This same activity takes place in 

almost every firehouse across the 

country daily.  After every call, 

before we back the trucks into the 

station, we wash them to remove 

the dust and dirt accumulated on 

the run.  It does not matter that we 

just went around the block, the 

trucks are put away clean.  My 

Captain at the time said it was a 

way of showing the public that we 

could be trusted with such a 

valuable resource.  He also said 

that you could tell how good the 

firefighters were by the way they 

kept their equipment.  An "old" 

engineer taught me to make sure I 

rinsed off the wheels inside and out 

and all around the wheel wells too.  

Though I assumed it was so that 

dirt would not be tracked into the 

station, as a child of the 60's I had 

to ask why.  The engineer looked 

back at me kind of puzzled and just 

said "tradition".   

 

Later, I discovered the practice of 

wetting the wheels before putting 

the trucks away could be found in a 

training manual dated from 1929.  

Back then, the wheel rims were 

steel, but the spokes were wood 

(oak) and if they were not 

periodically kept moist, the wood 

dried, shrank, and became loose 

and could come apart under stress.  

So, it was recommended that after 

every tour of duty, the wheels 

should be wet to maintain the 

strength of the wheel.  Though we 

have not used wood spoke wheels 

on fire trucks in over 70 years, we 

still wet the wheels. Tradition.  

  

Some traditions were lost to time as 

technology improved and then 

were brought back as their value 

had been underestimated.  One 

such tradition was that of the bell 

on the fire truck.  Before there were 

sirens and air horns to alert 

motorists and pedestrians of 

approaching emergency vehicles, 

the fire bell was used.  The bell 

was also used before radios as a 

primary means of communication.  

In small communities when a fire 

was discovered, a bell at the top of 

the fire station would be rung, 

summoning the volunteers.  As the 

fire engine left the station, the 

engine’s bell could be heard until it 

arrived at the fire.  The next bell 

signal was two rapid tolls repeated 

three times. This signaled the fire 



was under control.  Once the fire 

was out, the engine would return to 

the station and signal to all that the 

fire was out, the job was done, and 

the firefighters were home.  That 

signal was a series of three tolls of 

the bell repeated three times.    
 

Throughout history 

the bell has been 

used to bring people 

together.  Churches 

and schools have 

used the bell to 

summon the flock to important 

events or to announce the start and 

end of class sessions.  As 

communities grew larger, fire bells 

were replaced by radios, sirens, and 

air horns.  The noise of city traffic 

echoing through the concrete 

canyons is now compounded by the 

presence of sirens and horns adding 

to the confusion.  Wisely, the fire 

bell is being returned in many cities 

and today is used as an alternative 

method of alerting the public of an 

approaching fire truck.    The bell 

is also used to announce the 

presence of the fire truck in parades 

and social gatherings, having a 

much happier tone than an air horn 

or siren.  Once again firefighters 

can use the bell to announce their 

presence in performance of many 

community services.  
  
We also use the bell 

today in another 

tradition, honoring our 

fallen members when 

they die.  As final 

tribute, the three tolls 

of the fire bell 

repeated three times 

indicates that our 

comrade has returned home for the 

last time . . . the fire is out, the job 

well done . . . recognition that in a 

dangerous profession, returning 

home may never be taken for 

granted.  Though the firefighter 

may not have died in the line of 

duty, the brother and sisterhood of 

the fire service understands the 

sacrifices that individual has made.   

 

As I moved up in my career as a 

firefighter, I have found the fire 

service is steeped in tradition like 

no other industry.  Fortunately, 

most traditions that have weathered 

the years have some redeeming 

qualities that continue to provide 

benefits in today's fire service.  A 

clean fire engine and clean fire 

stations instill pride and ownership 

in the equipment.  The routine of 

doing something the same way 

every time, teaches consistency and 

teamwork.  Communication in any 

form is important and should not be 

easily cast away or replaced by the 

latest technology.  Remembering 

the past is often a great motivator 

that can propel us into the future.   

It’s not always the tradition itself 

that brings value to what we do, but 

the remembrance of what it 

represents that colors our lives.    
 
_____________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Emergency 

Operations Plan: 

Preparing for Large-

Scale Disasters 
 

Lane Fire Authority is called to 

respond to emergencies of all sorts.  

In addition to fires, we respond to 

medical emergencies, motor 

vehicle accidents, and a wide 

variety of specialty rescue calls.  

However, we also have a role in 

assisting people in larger scale 

events or disasters, such as floods, 

windstorms, snowstorms, 

earthquakes, pandemic disease 

outbreaks, and so forth . . . events 

that are more widespread or affect 

a large population or area.  

Obviously there are significant 

differences between a localized 

event such as a house fire, and a 

winter storm that affects all of 

western Oregon.  So how do we 

prepare for our role in these 

events?  And how do we coordinate 

our role with that of our response 

partners? 
 

The answer is something called an 

Emergency Operations Plan, or 

EOP.  An EOP does the following 

things to help us serve you better in 

the event of a large-scale 

emergency: 
 

1. It assigns responsibility to 

organizations and individuals 

for carrying out specific actions 

at projected times and places in 

an emergency that exceeds the 

capability or routine 

responsibility of any one 

agency, e.g., the fire 

department.  

 

2. It sets forth lines of authority 

and relationships between 

organizations. It shows how all 

actions will be coordinated.  
 

3. It describes how people and 

property will be protected in 

emergencies and disasters.  
 

4. It identifies personnel, 

equipment, facilities, supplies, 

and other resources available--

within a jurisdiction or by 

agreement with other 

jurisdictions--for use during 

response and recovery 

operations.  
 

5. It identifies steps to address 

mitigation concerns during 

response and recovery 

activities.  
 

6. As a public document, an EOP 

also cites its legal basis, states 

its objectives, and 

acknowledges assumptions.  

 

EOP’s should exist at all levels of 

government.  In our country's 

system of emergency 

management, local government 

must act first to attend to the 

public’s emergency needs. 

Depending on the nature and size 

of the emergency, County, State 

and Federal assistance may be 

provided to the local jurisdiction. 

The local EOP focuses on the 

measures that are essential for 

protecting the public. These 

include warning, emergency 

public information, evacuation, 

and shelter. 
 

Currently, neither Lane Fire 

Authority nor the City of Veneta 

has an EOP.  We have recognized 

this shortcoming, and have joined 



forces to develop one that will 

meet the needs of both 

jurisdictions.  With some federal 

grant funding, we have brought an 

intern on board to administer the 

development of an EOP through a 

program administered by the 

University of Oregon, and expect 

to have a draft plan completed by 

the end of summer. We will then 

hold a table-top exercise followed 

by a full-scale exercise, dealing 

with disaster events to test the plan 

we develop before having a final 

product. 
 

This is an important preparedness 

step to provide improved service 

for the communities we serve. We 

will update you in the fall 

newsletter regarding the outcome 

of this planning process. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

We Are More Than Just a 

Fire Department 
 

When we hear the word “fire 

department,” “fire district,” “fire 

authority,” and other names using 

the word “fire” it frequently creates 

images of emergency vehicles 

rushing off to a fire or medical 

emergency.  Yet in reality we do a 

great deal more.  The list below 

highlights some of “other things” 

Lane Fire Authority does: 
 

● We have helped 

organize and support 

our local CERT team 

(Citizens Emergency Response 

Team). 
 

● We sponsor a cadet program for 

high school students. 
 

● We offer training 

in CPR. 
 

● Our main stations have been used 

for various government and 

community/non-profit group 

meetings. 
 

● Our Veneta station 

houses a local radio 

station (KOCF 92.5 FM). 
 

● We partner with the State Fire 

Marshall’s office in helping 

rehabilitate juvenile fire setters. 
 

● We provide standby medical 

services for public and local school 

events. 

 

● We host frequent 

community blood 

drives. 
 

● We offer training in the use of 

fire extinguishers for businesses. 
 

● We give tours of our fire stations 

and answer questions about the 

equipment we use.  

 

● We partner with 

Kiwanis of Fern Ridge, 

Food for Lane County, 

the Santa Project and Toys for Tots 

in collecting non-perishable food 

and other items for distribution 

during the holiday season.  
 

● We run a prevention education 

program for children from 

kindergarten to 12th grade. 
 

● We offer a program on 

prom night safety and 

good decision making to 

area high schools. 
 

● For patrons that have automated 

or locked residential access gates, 

we offer special “lock boxes” for 

purchase (at cost) and instructions 

on how they can be used for fire 

department access. 
 

● We host the Coast Guard 

Auxiliary Safe Boating classes and 

boat inspections. 
 

● We provide free home 

smoke alarms and 

installations. 
 

● Our twice-a-year newsletter Flash 

Point includes numerous articles 

related to health and safety.  

 

●We offer a child safety 

seat program that includes 

free inspections and 

installation. 
  
● We sponsor a “Helping Hands” 

program which loans wheel chairs, 

walkers and commodes to those in 

need. 
 

● We offer classes on elder fall 

prevention care. 
 

● We provide free bicycle helmets 

at our Veneta station to individuals 

who bring in a minimum of three 

cans of food. 
 

● We yearly 

host a “Fire 

Safety Day” at 

Jerry’s Home 

Improvement 

Center on Highway 99 North – 

joining with the Lane County 

Sheriffs Office and other agencies 

in providing demonstrations, 

equipment tours and kid-centered 

activities. 
 

● We offer the 

reader board at 

our Veneta 

station to civic 

groups who wish to provide 

information of interest to the 

community. 
 

Why do we provide so many 

services?  They are all related to 

education and training.  The better 

job we can do to help the public 

prevent fire and medical 

emergencies and know what to do 

in the event the unexpected 

happens, the better prepared they 

are to respond in an effective way. 
 

If you have other suggestions on 

how we can better serve our 

patrons, please let us know. 
______________________________________ 

 

First Graders Learn Fire 

Safety from LFA & ODF 
By Lt. Tressa Miller, LFA Fire Prevention 

Coordinator 

During the first week in May, Lane 

Fire Authority joined the Western 

Lane division of Oregon 

Department of Forestry in making 

fire safety presentations to area 

first grade students.  The children 

were asked to talk about what 

actions to take if they found 

matches or a lighter (take them to 

an adult); if they saw someone 



playing with matches or a lighter 

(tell an adult); or if they saw a fire 

(run away and tell an adult or, if 

possible, call 911).  Each 

presentation included a visit from 

Smokey Bear and the presentation 

of an It’s Fire Danger Time Again, 

Folks poster for the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

First Grade students at Applegate Elementary 

School learn about fire safety from Smokey 

Bear and his helpers. 
_____________________________________________ 

 

Meet Your Firefighters 
 

Editors Note: In each edition of Flash 

Point you will be introduced to five 

members of Lane Fire Authority.  They 

will include paid staff and volunteers, 

each with a unique story on why they 

became firefighters and serve with Lane 

Fire Authority. 
 

Lt. Mark Boren has 

been a member of the 

fire department for 

nearly twenty years.  

He joined in 1997 

while an education assistant for the 

Bethel School District.  As a seven-

year resident of Veneta, he wanted 

find a way to give-back to his 

community.  After completing his 

six-month probationary period, 

Mark earned the rank of firefighter.  

In the ensuing years, Mark took 

emergency responder medical 

classes at Lane Community 

College and became an EMT. 
 

In July of 2003, a paid position 

opened in Lane County Fire 

District 1 (as the department was 

called at the time), Mark applied 

and was hired as a training 

assistant.  When LCFD 1 and Lane 

Rural Fire/Rescue functionally 

consolidated in 2012, Mark was 

designated as one of two training 

officers. 
 

Mark has not been content to serve 

his community as an employee of 

Lane Fire Authority.  He volunteers 

with the Smart Reading Program 

helping students at 

Crow/Applegate, Elmira and 

Veneta elementary schools 

improve their reading skills. He 

volunteers at Elmira High School 

as an assistant coach for both boys 

and girls basketball.  He is also the 

chairman of the budget committee 

for the Fern Ridge School District. 
 

As Mark approaches his twentieth 

year as a firefighter, he is proud of 

the contributions he has made to 

his community.  He is also proud of 

his family and their involvement.  

Three of his four daughters were on 

the department: Kaylee, Kendal, 

and Karly.  His wife, Tammy, 

whose father was an engineer with 

Eugene’s fire department for thirty-

one years, has strongly supported 

Mark’s commitment. 

Mark says that being on the fire 

department “is the greatest job in 

the world and better yet, I am able 

to serve the community where I 

live.” 
 

Sue West had always 

dreamed being a 

firefighter. Eleven 

years ago, with Sue 

and her husband 

Frank’s children grown and gone, 

she made good on that dream by 

asking a volunteer responding out 

of the Franklin station what it 

would take to join the department 

and respond to emergency calls.  

Soon she found herself enrolled in 

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue’s recruit 

training program.  Upon 

completion she began responding 

to emergency calls and found she 

that liked the opportunity to be of 

help to her neighbors and other 

individuals in need. 
 

A year after Sue earned the rank of 

Firefighter, she enrolled in the 

EMT program, first earning a Basic 

rating, later becoming an 

Intermediate.   She found she 

enjoyed her medical role, 

eventually leading to becoming an 

instructor in Lane Community 

College’s EMT program.  Today 

Sue continues as an EMT instructor 

as well as continuing to respond to 

calls.   
 

Reflecting on her eleven-year 

career as a volunteer 

firefighter/EMT, Sue West says 

“volunteering as a firefighter and 

an EMT is more rewarding and 

meaningful than I thought it would 

ever be.” 

 
 

Cole Webster joined 

Lane Fire Authority in 

2012 at the age of 

sixteen.  He was a junior 

at Elmira High School.  

He joined both because he wanted 

to find a way to serve his 

community and because he wanted 

to become a career firefighter. 
 

Initially Cole held the rank of 

Cadet, restricted from doing certain 

tasks because of his age.  However, 

when he turned 18 he completed 

the requirements for the rank of 

firefighter and assumed full 

responsibilities as a member of the 

department.  After Cole’s high 

school graduation in 2013 he 

enrolled in the National College of 

Technical Instruction’s EMT 

program and graduated with an 

EMT-Basic rating.  Two years later 

he enrolled in Lane Community 

College and earned the EMT-

Intermediate rating. 

Currently Cole is a resident 

volunteer at the Veneta station.  

The Resident Volunteer program is 

designed to give volunteers a place 

to live in exchange for doing 

station chores and responding to 

calls.  This arrangement is 

particularly advantageous to 

individuals such as Cole who are 

enrolled in EMS and firefighting 

related training programs. 
 

Cole loves his work and is looking 

forward to a career as a firefighter-

paramedic. 
 

 

Terri Tierney has 

been on the fire 

department since 

2004.  Previously she 

spent five summers as 

a wildland firefighter with PatRick 

Environmental. Terri was 

motivated to join Lane County Fire 

District due to a horrific 

automobile accident in front of her 

residence.   
 



Over the years as a member of 

Lane County Fire District 1 and 

Lane Fire Authority, Terri has 

frequently been involved in 

community activities with the fire 

department including conducting 

station tours, helping with 

classroom visits, assisting with fire 

department open houses, and 

installing smoke alarms. 
 

In 2011 Terri took on the role of 

Fernridge Community Blood Drive 

Coordinator, holding this life 

saving event every eight to ten 

weeks at the Veneta fire station.  

When Terri first assumed the 

position, it was not unusual to have 

just twenty donors per blood drive.  

But over the years she has seen a 

steady increase in the number of 

participants.  In 2016 the number 

has increased significantly.  In 

February 43 pints of blood were 

collected. 
 

Terri reflected on her nearly twelve 

years of membership on the 

department by stating: “This is the 

greatest bunch of people I have 

ever met in my whole life.” 

 

Capt. Katy Johnson 

began as a volunteer 

firefighter with 

Mohawk Valley Fire 

District in 2004.  

Three years later, in 

2007 she completed her course 

work at Lane Community College 

to become a paramedic and was 

subsequently hired as Mohawk 

Valley’s training officer. 

 

In 2012, Katy was hired by Lane 

Rural Fire/Rescue as an 

Engineer/Paramedic.  Subsequently 

she was promoted to the rank of 

Lieutenant. Two years later, with 

the formation of Lane Fire 

Authority, Katy became the EMS 

Officer with the rank of Captain. 

 

Katy’s primary responsibilities 

include EMS training, 

recertification of department 

EMRs, EMTs and paramedics and 

managing the health and safety of 

the district. Katy is a busy person, 

balancing her fire department 

responsibilities with her family life. 

 

Katy says she thoroughly enjoys 

her position because it allows her 

to be in contact with all members 

of the fire district. She still gets to 

go on calls, but also is able to focus 

on her passion--health and safety. 

 
 

Walton Rural Fire 

Protection District 
By Fred Scalise, LFA Historian 

 (Editor’s Note:  This is the sixth in a 

series of articles written by Lane Fire 

Authority’s firefighter and historian 

Fred Scalise who has been tracing the 

origins of Lane Rural Fire/Rescue and 

Lane County Fire District.) 
 

Walton is a small rural community 

located in the Coast Range 

mountains, along Highway 126 

approximately half way between 

Eugene and Florence.   
 

The mountainous area around 

Walton was generally inaccessible, 

and there were relatively few 

residents, prior to 1880.  The only 

way into and through the area was 

a barely-passable trail along 

Wildcat Creek, and a rudimentary 

wagon trail that approximated the 

path of present-day Nelson 

Mountain Road. 
 

Construction of a stagecoach road 

(at the time called the Siuslaw 

Road) through the Coast Range, 

between Eugene and Mapleton, 

began in 1881.  The new road more 

or less followed the old Wildcat 

Creek trail to the Siuslaw River, 

and opened the area for settlement.  

James L. Atkinson opened a post 

office to serve settlers along the 

new stagecoach road in 1884.  He 

registered the name “Walton” with 

the U.S. Post Office, with the name 

coming from Walton Creek that ran 

nearby.  [Walton Creek was named 

in honor of Joshua J. Walton, a 

pioneer lawyer, eminent County 

judge, and founding father of the 

University of Oregon.  The creek 

was renamed Wildcat Creek in the 

early 20th Century] 
 

By 1886, a regular stagecoach 

schedule was being maintained 

between Eugene and Mapleton, 

with stops in Elk Prairie (Hale 

Valley, west of Noti) and at the 

Fowler homestead approximately 

2.6 miles west of the Walton post 

office. (The stagecoaches were 

open wagons in which benches had 

been installed.  Enclosed coaches, 

like those seen in Western movies, 

were not used because they were 

too tall to pass under rock 

outcroppings that hung over 

various places along the road.)  
 

The first church was established in 

Walton in 1888, and by the 1890s, 

the town had a general store (on or 

near the site of the present-day 

Walton Store) and a school (Lyons 

Grade School, District 118).  

Schools were also established in 

nearby Globe (District 89) and 

Chickahominy (District 120). 
 

Walton acquired a measure of 

notoriety when, on February 6, 

1903, Lane County Sheriff William 

W. Withers was shot in the neck 

and paralyzed at a house in Walton 

while attempting to arrest a wanted 

horse thief (Elliot Lyons).  He was 

carried back to the Hale House 

stage stop (Hale Valley) where he 

died the next day. 
 

The Southern Pacific Railroad line 

was extended west from Noti 

(Portola) in 1914.  Although the 

railroad followed Wildcat Creek 

and the stagecoach road to 

Mapleton, no depot was ever 

established in the Walton area. 
 

For most of its history, the Walton 

area was home to farmers and the 

men who made their living in the 

rugged mountain forest lands.  The 

closest thing to industry in the area 

was a sawmill that once operated in 

Austa, 6 miles west of Walton.  

Because of the area’s isolation, 

residents in the Walton area were, 

by necessity, self-reliant and self-

sufficient.  There was no organized 

fire department in the area, so if 

something caught fire, it was up to 



neighbors, with maybe help from 

the Western Lane Fire Patrol (a 

forest fire firefighting cooperative 

funded by major timberland 

owners) or a private timber 

company, to put it out.  For these 

reasons, when houses, barns, or 

businesses caught fire (such as the 

fire that burned the Walton Store to 

the ground in 1945), they were 

usually a total loss. 
 

Automobiles became part of the 

local landscape in the first quarter 

of the 20th Century, although 

attempting to drive the old 

stagecoach road in a rickety Model 

T was probably nothing less than a 

harrowing experience.  A gasoline 

station was operating at the Walton 

Store by 1925.  Construction of a 

roadway for automobiles, linking 

Eugene and the coast, was started 

in the mid-1930s, but suspended 

for the duration of World War II.  

The roads through the Coast Range 

were so bad that even as late as the 

mid-1940s, a trip from the Walton 

area to Eugene was considered 

newsworthy and often reported in 

Eugene newspapers. Work resumed 

on the highway after the war, and 

by 1950 had been more or less 

completed from Eugene to 

Richardson, with Mapleton 

Mountain remaining as the last 

barrier to overcome.  Through most 

of the 1950s, cars and trucks were 

diverted at Richardson back onto 

Stagecoach Road, and followed 

this narrow, serpentine, and mostly 

unimproved roadway to Highway 

36 (Swisshome) in order to get to 

Mapleton. The Knowles Creek 

Tunnel (later renamed the Ralph A 

Petersen Tunnel) was opened 

through Mapleton Mountain in 

1957, and final paving and bridge 

construction was completed in the 

Walton to Austa section of the 

highway between 1960 and 1963. 

The opening of the modern Route F 

highway between Eugene and 

Florence meant more traffic 

passing through Walton… a lot 

more traffic.   

 

In 1960, the owner of the Walton 

Store reported that even before 

final work on the highway was 

completed, the majority of her 

gasoline sales each month were to 

“tourists” traveling to and from the 

coast.  With the additional traffic 

came a dramatic increase in traffic 

crashes… sometimes horrific 

crashes.  Without a fire department, 

local residents often had to treat the 

injured, using whatever first aid 

knowledge and skills they had, and 

then wait (for what many times 

must have seemed like an eternity) 

for an ambulance to eventually 

arrive from Eugene. 

 

Residents of the Walton area began 

exploring the possibility of forming 

a fire district in the mid-1960s, but 

encountered significant resistance 

to additional taxes to support this 

service.  A proposal to create a 

rural fire protection district was put 

before local voters in 1973, and 

was soundly defeated.  Undeterred, 

fire district supporters later in 1973 

formed a private, non-profit 

corporation to govern a volunteer 

fire department that was financed 

almost entirely by community 

contributions, and the proceeds 

from fund-raising spaghetti dinners 

and trap shoots.  Two military 

surplus (GI-chassis) trucks were 

acquired: one that had been 

converted into a fire engine (pump 

and water tank), and one that had 

been converted to a 1,000-gallon 

water tender.  A surplus telephone 

company repair truck was 

reconfigured to serve as a first aid 

and rescue van.  To assure 

coverage and bolster response 

capabilities, the small department 

entered into a mutual aid contract 

with neighboring Elmira-Noti 

Rural Fire Protection District. 
 

Over the next 4 years, Walton area 

residents apparently came to 

appreciate and recognize the value 

of having a local fire department, 

and in 1977 voted to create a rural 

fire protection district.   Walton 

Rural Fire Protection District, 

covering a 140 square mile area 

along Highway 126 between 

milepost 23 on the west (Camp 

Lane), and milepost 36 on the east 

(Cougar Pass on Badger 

Mountain), became an official 

entity on December 5, 1977.  But, 

voters did not approve any tax 

funding for the new district.  Bake 

sales, chicken barbeques, chili 

dinners, turkey shoots, and 

highway “safety stops” (coffee, 

donuts, and baked goods aimed at 

getting donations from motorists 

traveling along Highway 126) 

continued to be the primary source 

of income for the Walton fire 

department.  It wasn’t until May 

1982 that local voters finally 

approved a stable and predictable 

source of revenue for the district, a 

$10,000 tax base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A federal grant was secured to pay 

for construction of a three-bay fire 

station, on land donated by Hal 

Reno near the northwest corner of 

Highway 126 and Nelson Mountain 

Road, in 1981. 
 

Like many small rural fire 

departments, the changing 

regulatory landscape of the 1980s 

posed difficulties for the Walton 

district.  There were new minimum 

specifications for apparatus (no 

more home-builts) and protective 

equipment as well as minimum 

firefighter training requirements, 

and emergency medical provider 

training standards.  Firefighting 

equipment now had to be annually 

inspected, tested, and certified, and 

both firefighters and emergency 

medical technicians (EMTs) had to 

engage in continuing education and 

annually demonstrate proficiency 

(requalification).  This meant both 

additional costs for the District, and 

increased commitment from 

volunteers.  The ranks of the 

department began to dwindle as 

many of the volunteers simply 

couldn’t afford to give any more of 

their time.  The final straw came in 

the summer of 1986, when funds 

were found missing from District 



accounts, and the fire department 

was plunged into complete 

disarray.   
 

As reported in local newspapers, a 

new fire chief, and a “scrappy 

band” of about a dozen local 

residents, “resurrected their rapidly 

deteriorating fire department” in 

early 1987.  New minimum 

training policies were implemented 

and EMT certifications were 

brought up-to-date.  A core group 

of local “housewives” was trained 

to be qualified to provide daytime, 

work-week, response capabilities.  

Because of its location on heavily-

traveled Highway 126, the Walton 

fire department became one of the 

first in the area to receive 

specialized hazardous materials 

(HazMat) training.  The aging 

apparatus fleet was upgraded.   A 

1975 Ford fire engine, and a 1957 

GMC water tender, were acquired 

from the Western Lane District of 

the Oregon Forestry Department.  

A surplus ¾-ton 4-wheel drive 

“quick response” vehicle (with 

pump and 120-gallon water tank) 

came from Elmira-Noti RFPD.  

And in December 1990, Blachly-

Lane Electric Cooperative provided 

an interim loan so that the District 

could purchase a 1979 Seagraves 

fire engine from the City of 

Eugene. This allowed the two 

original GI-chassis trucks to finally 

be retired while the district waited 

for a zero-interest loan from the 

federal Rural Electrification 

Administration to be finalized. 

 
 

Over the course of 20 years (1973 

– 1993), members of the Walton 

Volunteer Fire Department 

responded to numerous wildland 

(brush and forest) and structure 

fires (including the fire that 

destroyed the old Lyons Grade 

School in 1992); an airplane that 

crashed into the Schultze Creek 

gorge in 1987 (two adults were 

killed; a 3 year old girl 

miraculously survived and was 

rescued by Walton RFPD 

personnel); a helicopter crash in 

1991 (pilot, injured logger, and 

paramedic killed); and many, many 

traffic crashes along Highway 126. 

Two-thirds of the department’s 

calls each year were for traffic 

crashes, the majority occurring 

between Cougar Pass (milepost 36) 

and “suicide curve” (milepost 34). 
 

Despite everyone’s best efforts, 

there was still fiscal reality to deal 

with.  Operating costs kept rising 

even though tax revenue was fixed.  

The District reverted back to fund-

raising for a while, hosting BINGO 

games and barbeques, but there just 

wasn’t enough money to meet all 

of the needs.  By 1992, the District 

was fiscally viable, but just barely.  

So, the Board of Directors, 

recognizing that the District could 

not survive at the current level of 

funding, and that local residents 

probably would not support a 

significant tax increase, approved 

the merger of Walton RFPD into 

Fernridge RFPD (created in 1989 

by merger of Veneta RFPD and 

Elmira-Noti RFPD) in 1993.  

Fernridge RFPD merged with 

Crow Valley RFPD to become 

Lane County Fire District No. 1 in 

1995.  In 2012, Lane County Fire 

District No. 1 and Lane Rural Fire / 

Rescue completed a functional 

consolidation (and are now looking 

to complete a formal merger), to 

provide fire, rescue, and emergency 

medical services as the Lane Fire 

Authority (LFA) to almost 300 

square miles of territory located to 

the west, southwest, and northwest 

of Eugene. 
 

Walton Volunteer Fire Department 

survives (at least in spirit) as 

Station 106, the western-most 

outpost of the Lane Fire Authority, 

and continues to provide first 

response to emergencies that occur 

along the Highway 126 corridor 

west of Noti. 
 

Fire Chiefs:  Walton Volunteer 

Fire Department  (1977 – 1993): 
 

    Name  Dates of Service  
 

Hal Reno  -  Dec 1977 – 1985  (also 

served as chief of private Walton fire 

department, 1973 – 1977)  

   

Al Petersen -   Nov 1985 – July 1986  

       

Newt Megowan  -  April 1987 to   

 Dec 1991 

 

Michael Thompson - Jan 1992 

to 1993 
 

See something we got wrong?  

Have information or photographs 

that you would willing to share?  

Let us know.  Contact Fred Scalise 

at omnicon_envir@hotmail.com  
_____________________________________________ 
 

In Eight Years Our Call 

Volume Has Increased by 

Nearly 1000 
 

The chart below illustrates the total 

calls to which we have responded 

over the past eight years.  Using 

2008 as a bench mark, a time when 

Lane Rural Fire/Rescue and Lane 

County Fire District #1 were 

operating separately, we have seen 

the calls increase significantly.  

This year we are on track to 

possibly exceed 5000.  Our 

functional consolidation as Lane 

Fire Authority has given us a depth 

of membership and variety of 

equipment that has enabled us to 

appropriately meet this increased 

demand and has significantly 

benefitted our patrons. 
 

 
_____________________________________________ 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 

   
 
 

Flash Point is published semi-

annually by Lane Fire Authority.  

Visit our website www.lanefire.org.  

Please direct comments and questions 

to the Editor, Stan Turner, by calling 

(541) 935-2226 or by sending written 

comments to Lane Fire Authority, 

P.O. Box 275, Veneta, OR 

 

 
97487. 
 


